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see only the most wretched hacks led to the slaughter

and men of humble condition skirmishing in the arena.

It was otherwise in those palmy days of chivalry, when
the horses employed were of a generous breed, and the

combatants were nobles, who entered the lists with as

proud a feeling as that with which they would have

gone to a tourney. Even so late as the sixteenth

century it was the boast of Charles the Fifth that,

when a young man, he had fought like a matador and

killed his bull. Philip gave his assent to this petition

with a promptness which showed that he understood

the character of his countrymen.

It would be an error to regard the more exception-

able and frivolous petitions of the cortes, some of which

have been above enumerated, as affording a true type

of the predominant character of Castilian legislation.

The laws, or, to speak correctly, the petitions, of that

body, are strongly impressed with a wise and patriotic

sentiment, showing a keen perception of the wants of

the community and a tender anxiety to relieve them.

Thus, we find the cortes recommending that guardians

should be appointed to find employment for such young

and destitute persons as, without friends to aid them,

had no means of getting a livelihood for themselves.**

They propose to have visitors chosen, whose duty it

should be to inspect the prisons every week and see

that fitting arrangements were made for securing the

health and cleanliness of the inmates.** They desire

*» Ranke, Ottoman and Spanish Empires, p. 59.

*" " Que cada semana 6 cad mes se nombren en los ayuntamientos

de cada ciudad 6 villa destos Reynos, dos Regidores, los quales se

hallen 4 la vision y visitas de la carcel." Cortes of Toledo of 1559.

1560, pet. 102.


