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1733, under the superintendence of Mr. James Robson,

chief architect to the Hudson's Bay Company. It was

well fortified with a raveline and four bastions, and the

walls measure twenty-seven feet in breadth. Forty

pieces of cannon were mounted on the walls ; in fact the

place was deemed impregnable : yet, notwithstanding

all this apparent strength, it was captured by La Pey-

rouse, without any trouble, and nearly all rased to the

ground. Had the Company's servants done their duty

at the time, they might have bid defiance to any force

;

but de mortuia nily &c. About the fort are now to be.

seen decayed carriages without guns, rust-eaten guns

without carriages, groups of unappropriated balls of

various calibre, broken down walls, and dilapidated

stores. The governor's old house is the only place any

way inhabitable ! and even it will require immense re-

pairs to make it tolerably tenantable. I assure you I

would prefer residing in one of our snug square-built

little boxes on the Columbia to this melancholy remnant

of departed greatness. «

The following names are cut out in large characters

in the wall in front of the fort : Ricmahd Norton,

1752; GuiLi'OBD Long of Botherhithk, 1754; John

Newton, 1752.*

In the year 1800 Mr. Atkinson found the following

inscription written in a piece of cedar wood, about a foot

square and five feet above the gi'ound, on Old Factory

Island in James' Bay, about thirty miles to the north-

ward of East Main factory. All the letters were quite

visible.

" In the year 1692 wintered three ships at this island,

• CLuitliill is in lat. aa° 44' N,, and long. 9j° 30' W.
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