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St GALLICA FIDES: Or,

The French growing every Day ftronger on the Bacfe

oif^rginiay the Governor thought it neceffary to builds

fmall Fort on the Forks of the River Monongahelah^ and

fent Enfign fVard with a Company to garrifon it j but he

was foon compeilcd to furrender it to tht French : An Ac-
count of which was given in a Letter dated at William/*

burgh. May 9, as follows :

" On Saturday la ft arrived in Town from O^w, Enfiga

£dward JVard^ of Captain Trtnt*s Company, with an

Indian Meffenger from the Half King. Mr. Ward, in»

forms us that on the 17 th of laft Month, the French^

confining of about 1000 Men, under the Command
of Monf. Di Contrecoturj came from Venango in 300
Canoes and 60 Battoes, with 18 Pieces of Cannon, to

the Forts of Monongahelah^ where he, with 33 Soldiers,

were in Garrifon ; that as foon as they landed, they ad-

vanced in regular Order within a Muflcet-ihot of Jie

I^ort, and demanded an immediate Surrender, threaten-

ing on his Refufal, to take it by Force. The great

Superiority of the French obliged him to give it up,

obtaining Liberty to march out with every Thing they

had in tl^ Fort. The next Day he fct out with his Com-
pany to meet the Forces, ordered from Alexandria to re-

inforce him, and at IViWs Creek he met Lieutenant Col,

Wa/hington, with a Detachment of 150 Men under hit

Command. Wajhingtou, on hearing this Account,

thought it unadvifed to proceed to the Forts with fo fmall

a Force, but determined to march to Red/lone Creek^

about 37 Miles from the Fort, and there intrench him-

fglf, till he (hould be joined by Col. Fry.

The Speech brought by the Indian from the Hal/King^

is full of the Warmed Exprcflions of Friendftiip and At-

tachment to the Englijh Intereft. The Governor fent

liim back on I'uefday^^ with a Hrm Afl'urance of a vigo-

rous Afliftance, . ,^

When all the Forces, now ordered to the Ohio from

this and the neighbouring Governments, are arrived, they

will make up about iioo Men, befide the Aififtance wc
expert frojn Pcnfylvania, Marylandy South Carolina, &c.

and a great Number of Indians that are ready to join

us." ., "1 *
, .1 , • :

Col. JVaJhington having increafed his Forces to about

350 Men, went and encamp'd at one of our Forts on
the


