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which he helieved “the title was clear and unques-
tionable.” He deliberated well on the alternatjves—
chose the latter—run the hazard, and; fortunately, |
escaped the disaster. The negotiations have been |
terthinated by the rude, act of the British goveru-|
ment; the proposition of compromise withdrawn;
our title to the whole territory reasserted, and the
President relieved from ‘all embarrassments in his fu-
ture action. We have the strongest assuraces in the
message that there are to be ncither compro-
mise nor propositions of compromise in future;
that our government will stand upon all its rights— |
will give the notice—demand the possession of the
valley of the Columbia, under the treaty of Ghent,
and resiat the establishment of any future European
colony on any portion of the centinent.  The mes-
sage 18 satisfactoty and conclusive on all these
points. The withdrawal of the proposition of com
promise—the assertion of our title to the whole terri-
tory, and its maintenance by irrefragible facts and |
arguments--the recommendations for the extension |
of our laws, eivil and criminal, for the csml.h:ah-l
ment of Indian agencies, military posts and mail- |
routes, and for raisinz regiments of mounted rifle-
men to guard and protect emigrants and settlecy,
clearly show that the President is determincd to
maintain, at all hazards, the position he has os-|
sumed, 1in opposition to any future European colo~ |
I inyoke attention to the
passage in ghe raessage in which this principle 18 59|
admirably wet forth: A ‘
““We must ever maintain the principle, that the people
this continent olone havedhe right to decide their own des
tiny. Shounld any portion of them, constituting an inde
pendent State, propose to unite themeelves with our con
toderacy, this will be a question for them and usto deter-
mine without any foreign ioterposition. We oan
consent that Kuropean powers shall interfere to prevent
such a union. because it might disturb the ‘balince of pown
er’ which they might desire tomaintain on this contine
Near a quarterol a century ago, the principle was distinclly |
snnounced to the world, in the annual messagze ol one of
my predecessors that the ‘American continents.” by the free
and independent condition which they have ussumed angd

never

maintain. are henceforth not to be considered as subjecty
for futuse colonization by any Kuropean poy This
grinciple o (!l apply with greatly increassd jo should o ny,

altempt to estubiish any new colony i1 No
existing circumstances of the world, the
sion to reiterate and realllr

European powcer
JAmerica. «n th
present is Ccoaed a properocces

the principie avowed l’f Mr. Monroe, and to stute my cogidial
concurrence in its wisdom and sound policy. The reatner
tion of this prineiple, especially in reference to No:wth
America at this day, but the promulgation of a poiicy

which no | uropesn power should cherish the disposit
to resist.  txisting rights of every European natjon shoui !
be respected; but it is due alike to our safety and our
terests, that the efficient protection of oup-Muys should be
extended over our whole territorial limits, and that it shou!d
be distinctly arnounced to the werld as our settled polacy, that
no future apcan colony ov dominion shall, with our co
be planted or established on any part of the North Jime:
can continert.”

Here we have the salemn assurance that during
the admunstration of President Polk no compromise
will be made on the Oregon question which shall
recognise the right of Great Britain to plant a colo-
ny on the northwest coast. | have already shown

that she has no colony there now—that it is notem- |

braced within the limits of any of the British prov-
inces in North America. The President has made
the distinct announcement “to the world as our set-
tled*policy, that no future European colony or do-
minion shall, with our consent, be planted or estul:-
lished on any part of the North American conu-
nent.” To what portion of the continent does this
announcement refer?  Certainly not to California,
and the other Mexican departments, for they are in-

S

depeddent states, and come within the previous dec-
luration that ““we must ever maiatain ege principle
tha: the people of this continent a’one have the right
to decide their own destiny;™ it cannot apply to
Canada, or any other British colony on the conti-
nent, nor to the R 1 posscssions, for the Preae
dent says that these “should. be respocted To
what portion of the continent, then, could the Presi-
dent hinve referred? For itia not to be presumed that
he would fprmally and boldly prdmulzate a great
principle of action as t' e cettled pol y of our gov-
ernment, without iutending 1t to have some practical
upplication

The President is not in the Labit of usiug words
of mere sound, without meaning or rense.  Ile in-
tended thisgreat principle tdupply to all that part of
the contment to which it was adapted—to ail the va-
nt, unoccupied country, not witlin the limits of
\ e=nl u.!nhy.

e lap is clear and explicit—is susceptible of

regularly estal.lished gover o1

il guaz

this meaning and nore other—und as evidently re-
fers to the country vest of the Rocky mountams,

as if he had deseribed il y nav end bounds.
This view 1z consistent' with the.whole teiior of his
messaze, and known opinions, as well be-
fore as ofter his clection.  He was oaly prevented
trom taking this posiffon_at the eommencement of
his admivisttetion, by the pending negotiations,
which, for the time being, tied his hands, snd cou:-
ted his governnient to the principle of compro-
mice.  The monient he had extricated himself and:
e government from these enmbarrassments, he em-

e metes

with his

mit

{1 raced the hi rh Amcrican ‘nruu']'\h' to which I have

elluded, and proclaimed it to the world as the settled

poliey of the country. He who thinks thet this seliled
pelicy will be ungett'sd by his administration, knows
"but nttle of the ¢har :':‘.' ond history of the erninent
tatesman v ho fills U, preaidential chair. 1, there-
fore, ascume, on the authority of the messs e, that
no copromitse will be paad- “and that no northern
boundary tn Orcgon will be agreed ujon which
Ul recomise the niaint of Great Brisam to plant or
establish a futore colony on the nosthwest coast If
Wi ree to 492, ¢r to-any other line uth and
« of the Qi ) DOSECSSION we do thereby
onsent” 1o the ¢ ! fiient of o future  uropcan
co! ( the convnent of Narth America, in direct
conflict of “our settled policy™ uy aunounced to the
worid
Beor i ihis poiat mindg, g temen will (‘:»|]‘\'
un e id the me i of the MiesJent in all his
cndationg, and ol sorve thar counsstency
with his previously ex e I opmions, that our
title clear and unqrieatiorable ! mpro=
m could be effeeted which the States
0 ht to acee the notice s rFiven

and the ot occupancy ermm ited—that our laws

a=d institutions should te extended over the eoun-
try—and that no future Iu opean colony stould be
catablishied on the continent. | most heartily acree
with President in all these posttions, and shall

yield hin my zraleus support in sustaining them.
But gentlemen in the opposition tell us that we must
not advance this broad doctrine—-tius principle of

Mmerican independence of all European erowns,
becatire, they say, 1t vwi'l lead 1o war. | Lknow not
whether it will or will not prodice war; ror do |

care, 80 far as that consideration is to have any ir-

fluence on our action. 1 prefer peace to wary but it
must be an honorable peace—aone vhich will not
sacrifice the national Lonor or territory. The ques-
tion which ought to he considered 19 not whether




