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limitation. Never forgot what has passed

in the course of this l)rief controversy.

It is another evidence that the real link

is good will, and that the root and founda-

tion of that goodwill is the local freedom
which you give so freely everywhere
except in one small part of the Empire.

I do not think Pan-Imperial Parliamen-

tary federation is within the hounds of

possibility. And this conviction it was
which made it impossil)lo for me, with

every sympathy, to join in the efforts of

the late Imperial Federation Leagues.

I do not in the least degree think this

Bill is a step towards Imperial Parlia-

mentary federation. On the contrary, I

l)olieve it is distinctly a stop the other

way. Because the greater the j)ower, the

larger the success, the higher the ambi-

tion of united Australia, the less the likeli-

hood of her surrendering to a Parliament

sitting on the other side of the globe, in

which her representation would now be

scanty, the powers you give to her to

wield at home. That great problem of

finally reconciling the national aspirations,

as they may develop, of these distant

communities with British connection,

the great problem of reorganisation re-

mains inscrutable. Let us maintain, at

any rate, the essential clement of good
will. I believe the condition to be not as

the Colonial Secretary said in his speech

on the First Reading. I do not believe, as

he said, that the links that bindyou to your
colonies are slight and slender. I do not

believe, as he said, that they could be

snapped by a touch. I believe them
to be strong and real. But I believe

them to be absolutelj' impalpable, not

founded on costly appeals, not on your
clauses of reservation, not on your powers

of disallowance, and not on the para-

mount legislative power of this Parlia-

ment. I am not complaining of these
things. But they are not the real links

that bind the whole. You frankly agree
that if the great colonies say " Let go,"

you will lot go. Thus your coercive

powers, useful in their little measure, are

useless hero. What then are these

impalpable links on which alone you can
depend 1 I warn you once again, from
tho deepest conviction of my soul, that

while these links are strong and real, they
are links of good will, founded on local

freedoms. That this is so is exemplified
to-day in the concessions you have freely

raa<le to the principle of nationality, the
principle of self-govorimient and of local

freedom, which will enable this people,

under the segis of the Empire, to go their

own way according to their own view in

all those matters which concern their

own interests. Let us then guard that

essential element. Let us deal as best we
can with the problems of the hour, taking
care above all things to keep a free hand
for those of the future ; for grave problems
there are which certainly loom before us.

Lot us give a warm welcome to the

Australian Commonwealth, and hope its

glorious fate may be to set

" Tlie bounds of freedom wider yet,"

and that West Australia now, and
distajit Now Zealand later, maj'^ find

adequate common ground to justify theii-

accession to the Union. May I repeat
as a last word the hope that the day
may come when the eyes of Her Majesty's
Government will bo opened, and they
may see fit to apply at homo the prin-

ciples which have ruled their treatment
of Australia to-day.
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