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would be added to tbo iilrciidy cxiHting difFcrciico. "Rut, gctifloriion, wo Imvo-

to reckon I>ofh poHitivi-ly and ncj^ativolv ; in fortain tiiiu's the difluroiice law

to 1)0 addtid, in other tiiiifs to l)odu(iut;tod. Tlio diniax of 10 niimjtiiH is

readied only four dayn in the year.

Cientlenien, lias anyl'ody anionirn* iih who Hvoh piuiftuully hy a well retfu-

luted clock ever remarked tliat he, in a loiirlli part ol' the ycnir, han Hat down
to table 1(1 niinuteH t«o early, or that he has retin^d too early to roHt, and in

tlie following; fourth of the year too late '!
1 think not.

(ientkiiTien, just the eireuniHtanceH that this not important difl'ereiKio

hetw(»on solar time an<l im^an time is not known to thi^ j^reat part of the

Ituldie, nor felt by it, apj)earH to tne to prove that the apprehoiiHioiiH whi(di are

put fortli on aecoiinl of tluf discontinuaiK'O of local linie nvv without ground.

(Jentlenien, wi; are not ahh; \>y a vote or hy ri'8olution to estahiisli all that

the movement aimH to accompliMh. l'oHHil)ly this may b(! efiect(!<l later

through international negotiations. But 1 believe it will assist themo\(>ment
if the I'arliariKjnt declares itself in Hym[»a(hy with a principle which, in

America, in h^ngland, in Sweden, in Denmark, and Switzerland and in South
Germany has already ohtain(!d acceptance.

The re[)ort of tin; Imperial Railway Department was approved.
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24th April, 1891.

The sudden death of General Von Moltke has cause(l a well known corres-

pondent, Mr. Saiidford Fleming, to direcit attention to the nfmarkahle speech

delivered by the deceased general only last month in the Jmpc^riai (Jorman
Reichstag. The 8ubj(!ct is imity of time, and the occasion was during a dis-

cussion respecting tins adojition throughout the German empire of th(! same
system of time reform which is already introduced in Canada, The speech of

Von Moltke, a translation of wliich appears in another column, a[)pears to

have had great intluenoo in Kuiope ; and the action taken by Germany will,

no dotdtt, lead eventually to a furth(!r extension of the principle of rectkoning

the hours, the ado[)tion of which has removed much fri(!tion on this

aid(! of the Atlantic. '^Phere is still one thing needed in connection with thi.s

reform : it recjuires to be legalized. From Nova Scotia to Hritish C!oliiml»ia

the system is in use, ])ut there is no statute enacting its legality, and doubts
have arisen as to the njckoning and notation of time which has force in law.

This uncertainty (•liould not (jxist, as it may involve legal ([Uestions in riispect

to bankijig, tlie administration of justice, registration or elections, which will

readily suggest themselves to gentlemen engaged in legal pursuits. After
the establishment of tlu^ railway system in (Jreat Britain, thesatne uncertainty

prevailed and it became necessaiy to pass an Act prescribing and defining the

use of Greenwich time throughout England and Scotland. The same nec^essity

for legislation has become apparent in the United States, A bill was intro-

diKM'd hy Mr. Kvarts in the Senate and by Mr. Flowers in the lloustrof

Representatives, and next session they will undoubt(>dly become law.

Similarly, a bill was introduced into the Ganadian L'arliament last year by
Senator Machines, of Burlington, but owing to the late ptuiod of its presenta-

tion the measure did not get heyond its second reading. We understand that

the bill will again be introduced tliis session.


