
ON POLITFOAL sniHNCK IS

who Ihouf^'ht. dcoply i\ii<l mli'd vigorously, and il they luul IcwiT opportunities ihan we

have, yet they made the nio.st ol' whal they possessi'd. Indeed, we must not forget that

al'tiT all Ihey had in some n'speits the same advantages as we have: they had the admir-

uhle teaehinus oi' liurke and Montestjuii'U, and the suggestive and inspiring examples of

I'ym, Hampden, and iJussell, of all the fathers of parliamentary government in the parent

stale. The majority of ihe people, eertainly in Canada, liave understood the priin'iples

ol' I'riiish liberty, and were always faithful to them, wliile al Ihe same time they reeog-

nized llieir ol)ligations to the I'hnpire. and lemained faithful to Ihe Crown at times when
llieir palienee was sorely tried, and their fortunes seemed al tin' lowesl. The point

wliieji I should like to iiia]<t> iiere is this: lliat we ean learn nuieh froni the examples of

llie men. who have preceded us, in studying the soeial and political develoj.ment of

Canada. We sliould do well to emulate their patience and perseverance amid whal

seemed at times insurmountahle ohstacles, as well as their iiisiglit into the safest maxims
on wliicli to rest ci\ il lihrity and local government.

[icl me here utter a wurninu' against mere shallowness. To nnisler one good work

al a lime, lo Ije ahle to understand its teachings, and apply them lo tji- conditions of tlu!

preseni and to the exigency that may arise at any moment, shouM he the aim of every

sludeul of Political Science. The teudi'iicy in ,>ome uui\ ersities as in the puhlic schools,

I am inclined to think, is lo overhurden the sludeul with work, instead of giving him

opportunities lor (hvotinu' hinisidf to Ihuse particular studies lor which iiis inclinations

and ahilities lit him. I do not know tiiat it is best for a country like this to have too

many sui)eriiciai Crichlons. I should theiefore liope that all persons who wish lo lake

up a course of I'olitical Science in additifm to those studies wliich are necessary for men-

ial discipline and to HI them for theii- respective vocations, will not look upon it as a

mere pastinii', as (|uito subsidiary to I tiler things, but will l)riug to il the perseverance,

diligence and interest wliich will euable tjieui iti master its true teachings and make il

an invaluable aid to them in the i)racli<"il imrsuits of their lives.

In no department of study is there more daiiii'cr of beiiiu' deceived and carried away
by dangerims theories and didirsive ideas tiian that wliiili leads us to consider political

soi la! and ecdiKiiuic problems. In attemiiting lo lay dee[) and liini ihe foundations of

governiueiit and soiiety in the Dominion— for remember we are at the basis as yet of our

national struiluri'—our rulers and thinkers must cari'fully study the systems of other

countries, for there is always much to lean. Iimii them ; and by no other country are we
likely lo be more iiiilueiiced by r<'ason of language and origin and ni'ighh'^rhood than by

the remarkable nation alongside of Canada ; but we must be careful not to be deluded

by the glamour of republicanism or the social tendencies of purely denioeratic conditions,

and to level those old landmarks which can best lead us in Ihe direction of true .social

happiness and national greatness. It is well to haxc > oiiservative tendencie.s— I mean
"conservative" in ihe true sense and not in Ihe elastic political meaning of the word

—

and not adopt new ideas and opinions simply because they are new. Let us, above all,

remember that the Social and I'olitiea I Sciences are inseparably allied, that the laws ol"

the one inllueiiee the laivs of Ihe other: and that laxity of morals in society must tend to

lower the p(dilical i(in<liti(ms of a lountry. AVe sei- in the neighboring United "<tate.s the

danger that is threatening the social fabric from the lax principles that [ircvail on the

subject of nuuTiage ties. This uuhapi)y laxity must and indeed does sap the foundations


