
Extending tlie fiekl of observation so us to embrace all the

provinces now included in the Dominion, we obtain, Cor the four

last ol' the treaty years, the results here given as Ibllows:

—
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We see, thus, that the Dominion market for our products actually

declined; that here furnished for Dominion products having mean-
time more than doubled.

The years 1869 and 1870, reciprocity having ceased, still ex-

hibited adverse balances, greatly less adverse, however, than had
been that of 1860: those of the two years combined having been
but §3o,000,000. [Since then, as shown by the British Commis-
sioners themselves, the movement thus described lias been continued,

and with such eft'ect that the adverse balances of the three past

years combined have but little exceeded !^16,000,000, little more
thari half that of the last year of the Treaty, or of the two more
recent years, 1869 and 1870].*

Commenting u})on the unsatisfactoriness of this state of trade,

the s]>ecial agent is led to study the causes of its existence, and
finally, to an inquii'y as to the process by means of wliich they

may be remedied, with the result which will be now exhibited, as

follows :

—

" It appears, tlioreforc, that an intimate freedom of commerce between this

country and its northern ueight)ors, which is so desiraljle for l)oth parties, c.iniiot

be contemphited except in connection with a material chanpe in the conditions of

the foreign relationsliip that the provinces sustain towards us. Jt involves, of

necessity, an entire idenlilication of the material interests of the two countries,

by their common association in some form or other. If the provinces do not

choose to become one with us jjoliticaliy, they must, at least, become one v/ith us

commercially, before the barriers arc thrown down which shut them out from an
equal participation with us in the energetic working of the mixed activities of the

>»ew World, and which deprive us in a great measure of the reinforcement tliat

they are capal)le of tiringing to those activities. The alternative of annexation is

the Zollverein, or a customs union, after the plan of that under which the (jlerman

states secured free trade among themselves and identity of interest in their com-
merce with the outside world. * * -^ *

•'There does exist a feeling in the United States with reference to them which
it ought not to be d'fiicult for the i)eople of the provinces to understand. Jtis the

unwillingness of a reasonal)le jealousy, and of a just ])rudeutial selfishness, to ex-

tend the material benefits of membership in the American Union, without its re-

sponsibilities and reciprocal ol)ligation«, to communities with which the certain

relations of an independent friendship cannot be cultivated or maintained; which

are controlled by a distant foreign power, and which are at all times liable to be

* Believing the import entries in all cases to be those most likely to be correct, the

special agent gives them as obtained from both sides of the Hue. What has lieen the

course adopted by tlie British Commissioners is not known, and it is for that reason

ditlicult to account for the fact, among others, that while tlie American account of im-
ports and exports for 1872-3 exhibits an unfavorable balance exceeding $10,000,000,

that of the Commissioners gives one of little more than half of that amount.


