
The [M.ARCH 2, 1886] Address.

Iivery of the First Minister, who has be-Corne a traitor towards his old friendsicd towards the Conservative flag,
which he has destroyed and scat-
tere to the four winds of heaven.
netlenen may think that I am ratherthvere ir? using such expressions towards
the leader of the so-called Conservative
Party* My excuse for so doing is the façt
that 1 have borrowed this language from a
speech of the hon. Premier himself deli-
Vered in the Commons during the time I'ad a seat there some thirteen or fourteen
Years ago, when having been abandonedby som'e of his friends from Ontario her ad to resign. Sir John had then no goodteason to so ill-treat friends who thoughtthey could not honestly follow him. Butt have good reason to use this language
tO.day when I recall the support which hereceived from Lower Canada before Con-

eeration and when I find him now,
s n he thinks he can do without our
8tPPort, endeavoring to destroy our in-Iluence and to realize what was attempted
Once before at the suggestion of Lord
Durham. That attempt failed throughthe patriotism of Baldwin and others who]oined with Lafontaine and aided him inPs patriotic efforts to avert the evil. I
row corne to the subject with which I
POPose to deal, and I will show how Sir
John has treated us.

Before Confederation Sir John Mac-donald was iu a minority in Upper
Canada, ,and he was obliged to rely
did0 relower Canada for his majority. Hedid rely upon us and we have always been
fithfu to him. With disinterested devo-
t.on we sustained him. In fact we made

m what he is. How has he displayed
gratitude ? Let us examine that im-

Portant question in the light which is fur--ished us by public documents. The
Project of confederation of the Provinces
OtCanada, New Brunswick and Nova

th tra had scarcely been understood, and
th oportion of the population speaking
tly fnglish language had not yet been
SY ascertained when the hatred which
Sit John Màcdonald had displayed against

Is Catholics and Frenchmen in 1849, and
whr' he had allowed to slumber after-1rds, becamne aroused. His plans were8Jeted. He masked his batteries. In
865 our Political chiefs having decided

e'Itite' ýthe provinces to which I have

'4

referred, met and adopted the basis of
Confederation in the form of certain
resolutions. In submitting them to the
Legislature of Canada for their considera-
tion, Sir John and his colleagues in the-
Cabinet declared that these resolutions
could not be amended, and that they
must either be adopted or rejected in toto.
Some of these resolutions in particular-
aroused the -suspicion of Catholics and
French-Canadians, and were only adopted
after the most solemn promises had been
made on the honor of ministers. In con-
firmation of this, I would refer you to the
official report of the Confederation De-
bates. The Imperial Act was passed and-
our delegates returned to this country and
proceeded to organize the new system of~
government. ' It was convenient, in order
to conforn to the spirit of the constitu-
tion and the state of our society, that
the Executive should be composed of
thirteen ministers-five from Ontario,
four from Quebec, and four from
the Maritime Provinces. Three of
the ministers from Quebec should be
of French origin, and one of them should
be in the Senate. In 1871, in reference
to the New Brunswick School Act, an in-
iquitous law directed against Catholics,
Sir John, in his capacity as Minister of
Justice, made a report to the Governor
General, recommending that the disallow-
ance of that law, demanded by the Catho-
lics, should not take place, because, as he
said, the law, though oppressive to the
majority in the province, was constitution-
al, as New Brunswick had not, before the
Union, any law which recognized separate
schools. Sir John added on that occasion.
that he was opposed to any intervention
in the legislation of the provinces, unless
it was ultra vires or prejudicial to the.
general interests of the Dominion. Our
Catholic fellow-citizens of New Brunswick
found it hard to stand such a rude blow.
On the 2oth May, 1872, Mr. Costigan
demanded in the House of Commons the
repeal of that law, and on that occasion I
rose and said, amongst other things, the
following:

"Sir John Macdonald having reached Eng-
land, mocked the Catholice and trampled
under hie feet bis promises, hie agreements
and his h-nor. * * * He dared to change
the 43rd resolution, which provided that the
legislatures of the two Canadas should not-
have the right to -deprive minorities of the-


