
The Orange [MARClH 19, 1890.] Association Bill.

alnost entirely Protestant-there were Bill, on the introduction alone, was only
OtIY three Catholics in the House-even carried by the casting vote of the Speaker,
there the vote on the second reading of and on the second reading it was thrown
the Bill was only carried by a majority of out in a House largely composed of Pro-eight, showing that they recognized there testants. The motive that actuated them

at à minority element in this country was a recognition of the tender rights of
at had some right to be considered in the minority. Hon. gentlemen may not

ing official and parliamentary recog- be disposed to consider that those tender
Oilon to this body. The Government of rights are entitled to very much con-

ntario declined to approve of the Bill, sideration, that the feeling has been over-
and it was referred to Ottawa. The Gov- drawn and more highly colored than cir-
ernînent at Ottawa also declined to inter- cumstances justify, but one cannot ignore
fere. In order thatno ground of complaint the history of the past. Without going
should exist, the Ontario (Government i into any controversial point connected
8hortly afterwards did what I think was with the history of the society, I may layvery proper-they passcd a general law, down this as a fact which wiIl not be, dis-
th der, which this association could obtain puted, that it has been aggressive. It
the aulthority for acquiring property and may be said that the other side has
for nIlanaging its affairs without its being been aggressive also. No doubt the
Otruded on the Statute-book as a recog- existence of the Orange association
b tiOn by the Province of the order itself, bas led to the formation of other
ecauseit is for that rather than any other societies that had the justification of
af ti.n that a large minority of the people being organized in self-defence. I do not

tis country take exception to this Bill. propose to justify their course. I think it
n1ecessarily, from its past history, is 1was wrong that they should have been

agressive from their standpoint. I do allowed to go into operation-very wrong,InOt ean to say that there are not very in a community sueh as ours, or any com-
lany excellent men in the order, excel- munity, that secret associations should
ent citizens, as good as there are in the exist, where feelings that are developed

Uontry, and no doubt it is the influence in close lodge rooms are not those of fra-
flnany of the lcading members of the ternal charity to people who ditfer from

order* that has kept it within reasonable them. I an not speaking now of one
s. If one were quite sure that that society or another, but we know that the

(If nfluence could always preserve it result of the development of this institu-
e thin bounds, although one might feel tion was the production of similar asso-

the ded at tlie official recognition of ciations and orders on the other side, and
fe society still there would be a that has time and again led to very grie-
eeling that it woild not be aggressive vous trouble. I will take the opinion ofalse of that influence in the order. the Ilouse of Commons, controlled by one
kit in legislating on questions of this of the best Governmen ts of that day. Un-
that, We cannot shut our eyes to the fact der the influence of that Government, here
lead, n0 matter how well-disposed the was the conclusion of the House of Com-
kiners and controllers of a body of this mons :
ag Inay be, its purposes are unpleasant, " The obvious tendency and effect of the Orange
el gressive and hostile, to a very large institution is to keep up an exclusive association meinent in this country The minorit, civil and nilitary societv, excitng one portion of the

inenlent country.t The oftent3 nnfrtnael exsig ew
elerne fy l people against the other, to increase the rancour and

il , Of course, is very large, and if it animnosity too of tenl unlfortunately existing between
hare not that Parliaments in the past persons of different religious persuîasions-to make

ave con·ded ., the Protestant the enemy of the Catholic and the
gard sidere that some deg ree 0f re- Catholic the eneimy of the Protestant--by processions

Was due to their feelings this Bill on particular days, attending with the insignia of the
hld ave been on the Statute-book long society to excite to breachesof the peace and to blood-

shed-to raise up other secret societies among theto The first time that I had occasion Catholies in their own defence, and for their own
backote upon this question was so fatr protection against the insults of Orangenen; to in-a as 1858, thirty-two years ago, in terrupt the course of justice, and to nterfere with

o f •hh .. ethe course of justice and discipline of the anr, thus
t Of which a large majority were rendering its services injurious instead of useful whente.testants. A similiar Bill to this was required on occasions where Catholics and Protes-irit od uced by M r. Benjamin an excellent tants nay be parties. All these evils have been proved

Ed a y3 ' by the evidence before the House in regard to Ireland,
Very popular man of that day. The where the system has long existed on an extended
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