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fashion. That is why we, sovereignists, will not allow anyone to
question our desire to act democratically.

Second, [ wish to point out that I was even more staggered and
even sickened when, a few years after the October 1970 events
and the imposition of the War Measures Act, I realized—like all
of Quebec—that the federal government of the day, of which the
current Prime Minister was a member, used the unconscionable
acts of a few individuals to plan what can be called a political
coup intended to destabilize the sovereignist movement.

I hear my colleague from the Reform Party groaning. I would
ask him to show a little respect and forbearance. He will be able
to speak after I have concluded. I am expressing what thousands
of Quebecers felt at the time. They were mistreated and felt
betrayed by the federal government, when they realized that it
was all just a political plot. In 1969, long before the October
1970 events, discussions about these groups of individuals
acting illegally in Quebec were held at the highest level of
government, also known as the cabinet. They knew that these
groups existed and surely knew who their members were, but
were careful not to intervene. They waited for the right moment
to impose the War Measures Act.

After this act was imposed, hundreds of people were arrested
and detained illegally, without any charges being laid against
them. I would like to quote a few figures and I would ask all my
colleagues to pay attention. It is not only two or three people
.who were arrested, but more than 500. Five hundred people were
arrested and detained, in some cases for a few weeks, without
any charges being laid against them either during the October
events or afterwards.

There were 4,600 cases of search and seizure were carried out
throughout Quebec. The police entered private homes for all
kinds of reasons, conducting searches and frightening ordinary
people. Some 31,700 searches were carried out. These figures,
in my opinion, demonstrate the significant consequences of
imposing the War Measures Act. This act was enforced twice in
Canada, the first time in 1918 and the second time during the
October events.
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I would just like to come back to another point, namely the
fact that this is still going on today. Our friends from the Reform
Party should pay particular attention to what I am about to say.
Let us think back to the Grant Bristow affair, a few months ago.
Bristow, a Heritage Front militant and known agitator infiltrated
the Reform Party and moved in circles close to the leader of this
party. We must realize that this is still happening today. And on
the eve of the referendum debate, I ask the federal government,
our Liberal friends and our Reform friends to respect the wishes
of Quebecers. I ask that the federal government give the people

of Quebec the assurance that every effort will be made to ensure
that a democratic debate can take place, without the secret
services or CSIS attempting to manipulate public opinion in
Quebec.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Bernier: I would like to take the few minutes remaining
to emphasize that such activities went on after the War Measures
Act was repealed, activities of the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Agency (CSIS) which, I repeat, are known, having been
brought to light by a number of inquiries, such as the Keable
Commission in Quebec, which uncovered a whole string of
illegal acts committed by various individuals linked to the
Canadian secret service. The Macdonald Commission of Inquiry
also uncovered many illegal activities by RCMP officers.

I would also like to show how such activities affected the lives
of these citizens. Just take the case of this man, a respectable
Montreal lawyer by the name of Pierre Cloutier, who was
investigated by the RCMP without his knowledge. Mr. Cloutier
was under RCMP supervision for 11 years. What does Mr.
Cloutier do for a living? This gentleman is a respected lawyer
who was never accused of any wrongdoing and who acts as
arbitrator in Quebec labour conflicts. For some ten years,
employers and unions have called on him to settle their disputes.
His credibility therefore is unimpeachable. Again, because Mr.
Cloutier was somehow connected with individuals who were
involved in the FLQ, or because he is still active in the
sovereignty movement, the RCMP secretly followed him for 11
years, from 1970 to 1981.

An hon. member: This is a shame.

Mr. Bernier: When Mr. Cloutier asked to see his file, what
did he find? First, he found a file which is 1,500 pages thick.
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Just imagine: fifteen hundred pages on a single individual
who never ran into any trouble with the law. Moreover, 1,000 of
these pages are censored. This is the work of institutions which
monitor the activity of sovereignists who want to act in full
compliance with the democratic process. We all remember the
case of an individual arrested in 1970, and his wife too. I am
referring to Mr. Gérald Godin and Mrs. Pauline Julien. We all
know about the illegal and criminal activities of Mr. Godin: he
was a member of Quebec’s National Assembly, and a Quebec
minister for some ten years.

There is no doubt that this suspicious individual was under
close surveillance by our federal institutions. Mr. Godin was
illegally imprisoned in 1970. He was detained without any
charges laid against him. What conclusion did he draw from
those days? Let me read you a poem written by Mr. Godin after
the October 1970 events. The poem is entitled “October”. I




