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COMMONS DEBATES

October 6, 1995

Private Members’ Business

more to improve public safety than any government before us
and that is not just Liberal rhetoric.

The deputy bureau chief for the Sun news recently reported:
“This Liberal government has actually done more to toughen up
the system in two years than the previous Tory government did
in nine”’. Although we have accomplished a great deal, there is
still more to be done and this bill addresses some of those
problems.

The hon. member for Scarborough—Rouge River has pro-
posed that an offender who commits a crime while on early
release and who is sentenced for five or more years for that
crime would no longer be eligible for statutory release. That
proposal makes a lot of sense. The purpose of statutory release
and for that matter all forms of early release is to prepare the
offender for his or her ultimate reintegration into society. If an
offender commits a crime during the trial freedom period, they
obviously do not appreciate their freedom and therefore should
not be trusted again.

In 1988 had Joseph Fredericks, a convicted pedophile with a
long criminal record, not been entitled to statutory release, or
mandatory supervision as it was known then, Christopher Ste-
phenson, an innocent 11—-year old Brampton boy, might not have
been brutally murdered. It is for this reason that serious consid-
eration should be given to this proposal by my colleague from
Scarborough.

The issue of an offender committing a crime while on early
release for a previous crime brings us to another section of the
bill which deals with an area referred to as corrections math.
Currently, if an offender commits a new crime while still
serving a sentence for a previous crime, the new sentence begins

on the start date of the original sentence. I am certain that
anyone listening to this is confused, as I was when I first learned
about sentence calculation many years ago when I was in
Millbrook on the other side of the table doing parole hearings.

It still makes me angry. An offender serving a sentence of
seven years for armed robbery commits another crime while on
early release in year five of his or her sentence. Although the
offender is sentenced to an additional three years in prison for
the crime that was committed while on early release, they will
not serve additional time in jail because the new sentence will be
merged with the original one. Basically they are allowed to
commit a free crime.

It is 2.30 on Friday afternoon and everyone wants to leave. It
is the end of the time. I am sorry I was not able to finish my
speech, but I want to tell members that I support Bill C-242 and
the amendments to it. I hope the justice minister is listening.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I thank the hon. member
for Victoria—Haliburton for his co—operation.

The time provided for the consideration of Private Members’
Business has now expired. Pursuant to Standing Order 96, the
order is dropped from the Order Paper.

Before adjourning, I wish all of you and yours a very happy
Thanksgiving.

[Translation)
I would like to wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving Day.

It being 2.30 p.m., this House stands adjourned until Monday,
October 16 at 11 a.m., pursuant to Standing Orders 28 and 24.

(The House adjourned at 2.31 p.m.)




