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adequate and continuous trained reinforce-
ments. I suggest, therefore, that in order ta
provide an opportunity for parliament and
the country ta say whether they approve or
disapprove conscription the amendment
should be ruled in arder. It merely modifies
the resolution of the government. It does
flot negative it entirely; it merely states that
we support the government in an efficient
war effort but do flot approve compulsory
service overseas.

If we are deprivcd of the chance of voting
for that ameodment, I submit that 1 for one
have had no opportunity ta give a clean-cut
vote on the question whether or flot I arn
in favour of compulsory service overseas.
The only chance I bcad was provided 1 was
willing to condemn at the saine time the
voluntary system and say that it bcad hrokeu
dlown.

Mr. 'COLDWELL: Before the ruling is
given, Mr. Speaker, while I do flot agree
with the subjeet matter of the amendiment,
I submit that the argument put forward by
the member for Rosthern (Mr. Tueker) ought
ta be taken into consideration. I do flot
believe that any opportunity has been given
in this bouse for members who hold views
which are not those of the government ta
express tbem in the manner in which we are
usually ahie ta express such views,' namely
by way of motion. I think the 'argument
which the bon. member made in support of
the arnendment, altbough I arn not in favour
of the amendment, is one that is in accord-
ance with the rules of procedure xvhich have
been followed in this and in other parliaments
for many years, and 1 suhmit that, before
youi give your decision, very careful considera-
tion ougbt ta, be given ta the representations
made by the bon. member for Rostbern.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have listened very care-
fully ta the remarks made by the hon. mem-
ber for Rostbern, ta wbicb I have given due
consideration, but I arn faced with this fact,
that this amendment, substantially if flot
in exact terrns, embodies what was contained
in the subamendment moved by Mr. Jean
and seconded by Mr. Fauteux and whîch
were as follows:

That ail the words of the amendment, after
the word reinforcenieuts. be struck out and the
following suhstituted therefor:

«"by using ta the best advantage the general
service personnel iii Canada ani the volunteers
overseas withaut resorting ta conscription for
service averseas."

The gravarnen of that amendrnent is con-
tained in the last seven words: "without
resorting ta conscription for service overseas."

[Mr. Tucker.]

I bave now an amendment whicb also eon-
tains, as I have said, the gravamen of the
amendment rnoved by Mr. Jean, which states
,la policy of maintaining an efficient war
effort, but does flot approve of cornpulsory
service uverseas." That amendmnent was
before the house and was discussed by many
niembers including the hon. member for
Rosthern. The bouse decided against the
aniendment and it did not carry.

'l must sia ta the hon. member for Ras-
thern that 1 cannot approve the nrnendment
now moved. I arn bound by and must con-
forrn ta the will of the house as expressed in
the vote whichi it gave on the subamendrnent
of Mr. Jean, a subamendment which embodied
almost in exact terrns the amendment now
max ed. For that reason I must rule the
amîndrnont ont of order, the hanse baving
already decýided the question.

Mr. M. J. COLDWELL (Rosetown-Biggar):
I wisli in a very few words ta place before the
hanse an arnendment which in my opinion is
in order. The Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie
King) bas placcd on the order paper, and we
are discussing to-nigbt, n motion whicbi, as the
bon. member for Macleod (Mr. Hanseli) says,
involves the approval by this bouse of the
policies of the government. Now, the Prime
Minister in bis address ta this bouse on
Noveniber 27, as reported ai page 6608 of
Hansard, said:

What tho government is seeking to-day is
not an expression of confidence ini ail of its
policies, but we are asking the house ta support
the administration iii giving effect ta what bas
been decided.

The Prime Minister, bowever, worded tbe
motion in sncb a way as ta give approval ta
the policies of the governiment, and wbile
rnany of us in this bouse are in complete
accord that we should give ail the support
we can ta any gavernment in power for the
successful and vigarous prosecution of tbis war,
we are not in support of ail the policies of the
government involvcd in this particular
resolution.

The Prime Minister made it very clear
that, as far as ho was concernied, be was
thinking only of this particular matter. But,
Mr. Speaker, while members of this bouse may
understand that, and the people of Canada
ex-en may understand it at the presenit time.
people in the future will take the wording of
the resolutian; and, as we bave been s0
frequently told in tbis bouse, nnd quite pro-
perly, the written word prevails. Sa that we
shall flnd that in no far-distant future, as I
believe. those of us xvho migbt vote far this
nmotion becauîîc xxe beliex-e that we sliould sup-


