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sidered in accordance with the reguler prectice
prescribed hy the N-,aturalization Act and that
the feet that the applicant may be an enemy
allen is not in itself to be regarded as a
reesonl why the application should flot be
entertained, since ail applications fromn enemy
aliens %vill be specially and carefully considered
in the Departmnent of the Secretary of State
before the issue of a certificate wîll be
sanctioncd.

I think that was before the government
and perhaps the people of Canada -realized
the type of war we were facing. At that time
Canada was unaware of the menace of -the
fifth column. Subsequently came the blitz-
krieg. On July 15, 1940, the Secretary of
State (Mr. Casgrain) explained the situation

in these words, to, be found at page 1643 of

Hansard of that year:

When 1 assumed my present office on May 10,
the invasion of the Netherlands and Belgiumi
had just taken place. The reports which
reached us as to the conduet of the so-called
fifth. column in these countries led me imme-
diately to make a study of the situation in
Canada in relation to, naturalization.

He went on to say:

I felt it my duty to, direct that, for the time
being at least, no further certificates of
naturalization should be issued to applicants
of enemy origin.

In other words, on May 10, there was
adopted the policy of withholding naturaliza-

ion certificates, althougb applications for

naturalization were still being beard. The
members of the committee whieh sat laat

year felt that this action was creating con-

siderable misapprebension across Canada, and

apparently the officials of the Department of

,tihe Secretary of State agreed with us. The

department drew up the recommandation in

that regard, wbich will ha found in the report

of the committea to this bouse. This report
reads:

It is of the opinion that considerable mis-
apprehension bas been occasioned by the f act
that. althougb in recent months certificates of
naturalization bave not been issued by the
Secretary of State to aliens of enemy origin,
there is no provision which prevents the bear-
ing before the courts of applications from
applicants wbo, are of enemy origin.

The report went on to recommend tbat

tbere sbould be no further hearings of applica-

tions for neturalization by anemy aliens except

in cases specifically eutborized by the Sacre-

tery of State. I find now, however, that this

recommendation bas not been followad; appar-

ently it bas been ignored entirely although,
when wa left bere last August, we under-

stood that ail the recommandations of tbe

special committea which sat last year were

to be adopted and carriad out. Further, it

was egrcad by officers of the Departmant of

the Secretary of State and by aIl the mam-

bers of the committee that our naturalization
procedure was inadequate and should be
revised. We recommended that there should
be greater solemnity in connection witb
naturalization bearings.

Mr. HANSON (Skeena): With regard to
naturalization, was not the recommendation
of the committee which sat last year that the
Secretary of State should deal with each
individuel application on its merits and issue
certificates to those who were entitled to get
them?

Mr. GREEN: The complaint of the comn-
mittee was that applications by enemy aliens
were being heard in the naturalization courts.
This really did not mean anything, because
naturalization certificates were not actually
being issued by the Secretary of State, but
we felt that f or the peace of mind of the
Canadian people. instructions sbould be sent
out to the naturalization courts that no further
heerings be held of applications by enemy
aliens except where the Secretary of State
recommended that a hearing be held. Does
my hon. friend understand that?

Mr. HANSON (Skeena): Applications by
Italian and Japanese subjects should be dealt
witb on their merits.

Mr. GREEN: This recommendation applied
only to Germans and Italians. I was just
about to quote the recommendation whicb
was made in connection with naturalization
procedure. It was as follows:

That measures should be taken to invest the
important step of naturalization with greater
solemnity and to impress upon those who apply
for the privilege the importance of the obliga-
tions which they assume as British sublects.

In addition to making that recommendation,
we feit that on the broader grouiid of national
policy the whole question of naturalization
was well worthy of consideration by a special
committee. We recommended accordingly and
the government bas seen fit to accept that
recommendation. I think it will he admitted
by everyone in this chember that our method
of naturalization is far from being the best
that could be devised. I believe everyone
will admit also that the parliament of Canada

bas given the subject of naturalization scant

consideration in recent years. I know ail mem-

bers will admit that naturalizetion is and

will always be of the greatest importance to

Canada because so many of our people have

become Canadian citizens and British subjects
by xvay of the naturalization courts. Some of

our best citizens and, indeed, some of the

leeding memibers of this house are naturalized
Canadiens. The 1931 census showed that at

that time there were 'n Canada 614,971
naturalized Cenadians


