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way we shall avoid the 'devastatian and
destruction that go with first Uine trenches,
and we shall accomplish ail that we could
accornplish were we ta defend ourselves
-apon the shores of Canada. With this dii-
ference: our being compelled ta defend ouoe-
selves .upom the shores af Canada would
mean our being defeated in Europe and if
we were defeated in Europe there- would be
no use in attemipting ta defend ourselves in
Canada from the aggressions of a power
like a -victorious Germany.

My right hon. friend bas said, in his
speech on the -second reading of this Bill,
that he has neyer feared and does nat now
fear an invasion af Canqdaý Well, I do not
know how he can say týhat. I think the
rigIrt hon. gentleman is mistaken in bis beý
lief. I recall an occasion not more than six
months prior ta the declaratiall of war when
the riglit hon, gentleman,. taunting Sir
]Robert Borden because ai his Naval Emer-
gency Bihl ta gîve three -dreadnroughits ta
Great Brf&ain, used these words:

EmergencYý? -Who speaxcs to-day of emer-
gency?

Twelve months have passed since my right
hon. frlend the Prime MInister introduced hie
rmes.

The Nav'al Bill.
Twelve months and more have passed since

that time when he saw the German perl. He
sa,# Germany almoet ready ta jun1p at the
throat of Great Britaln. Me saw Cloude on
the horizon; he saw these cloude rent by
lightning; he heard the murmura and rumbling
of distant thunder. But my rlght hon. friend
to-day may live in peace. The atmosphere Io
pure, the sky Is clear. . . . The German
peril has dlsappeared, if lndeed there ever was
such a thing4.

That was only six monthq before the war.
My right hon. friend Lti a great deal mare
ground and reason for making that assar-
tion then that the German peril had diý-
appeared~ than he bas for saying to-day
that lieoesa no danger and bas no fear ci

caTeful selection of 100,000 more mea, men
who can be spared, men who are not se-
quiredi in thoee avocations and occupations
whioh are essentfial ta the 'winning ai the
war. I woulc lhike ta place upon record a
few quotations from so-me of the British
statesinen -who hawi spoken upon this ques-
tion. First af ail I would like ta give ta
the House the words ai the Riglit Hon.
Mr. Balfour, beeause we have had the pleis-
ure of hearing him in ithis Hous.e, and I
know when lie epake hie made a niost lava ur-
able impression upon ail the members.
Mr. Balfour, apeaking upon the occasion
ai the introduction ai a Conscription Bill
ini the British Hause af Commons in Janu-
ary, 1916; referring ta those wha were o.p-
posed ta the principle af conscription, said:

Let them remeniber they are living In a
world of f act a~nd reallty; that we' are face
ta face with great perils, and that great sac-
rificea, are demande ,d of us. Let them not go
forward, and inx obedience ta what I cannot
heip regarding as merely epeculative dlfficul-
ties deny to the Governmen4 What the G0v-
erniment thlnk ls absolutely necessary for the
canduct of the war, and without which the
Government cannot possibly carry an that
war wltb any hope of success. These are con-
sideratlons whlch I most earnestly -press upon
their mmnds. This ls not a debatlng society
deallng with abstract resolutions.. This ls not
even a great legisiative assembly, leglating
for ail tixue. Ail you are asked ta do la ta1
help the Governinent ta give adequate. support
ta the forces of the Crown durlng a perlod-
whlch cannot, measured by the life of nations,
be long, the perlod of this war, which may be
but a f ew monthe and may be , more, but
which cannot be long even conxpared with the
11f e of ParIlament. Surely for the moment
you can abanidon these abstractions. Deal
witb the situation as you find It, acting on the
advice of those who, whatever their short-
comings, whatever their fallngs may bave
been. at ail events have greater knowledge
fram their very position, of the facts of the
case, and of the necessities that have ta, be<
met than any private, unofftal member of
this House can posslbly have.

Then Mr.. Asquith, speaking on the sanie
occasion, said:

beginning ai the *ovr lie neyer had any Win. any general sympathy, be felt for men,
such fesar. 1 think 1I am, quite safe in mak- for the most part still young--all of them
ing that atatement. - under forty-one--who, ianable ta brlng them-

I will now cames ta the question ai cov- seives wlthln any one of these exemptions
T have afterfull opportunity of presentiftg their case,

scription. ý h ave-wayÏ mainýaifled tiat are required ta do what eveiy one recognIzes
the bogey ai conscription in a4vance is ta be their duty as a matter of moral and

mucli more unpopular policy than canecrip- national obligation lIn the time of greatest

tion actually put inito farce. We have t. tes nalorhsoY

day 400,000 men wha have voluntarily can- - And then Mr. Bonar Law ueed these

ecripted themselves, and aIl that the present wards:
Bill aeks la that 100,000 mo~re, by intelligent When this war broke out I feit as strangly
selectian, should join the 400,000 and go as thosie who had taleen the xnost active part

acrass the seas and help ta do their bit lin what la called the National Service move-
to -rin thi wa 4t a sccesfulconlu-ment, that oux- method of ralslng recruits by
ta .rin ths wr f a ineessxilconlu- the voluntary systixu was not a gaod method

»ion. Thst is all that the Bill ueans, the for sncb a wax as thls. 1 thought It was not


