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Elgin-Marey Treaty, which lasted from
1854 to 1866. What was the effect of that
reciprocity between Canada and the United
State~s? Turning to the reports published
in those days, 1 flnd that the exports of
the various provinces to the United States
in 1854 amounted. to $10,473,000; in 1855, the
year following the treaty, they amounted
to $ 19,368,000, and in 1866, the last yeÉir of
the tréatv. they amounted to $31,950,000, so
that in 12 years the exports from Canada
to the United States increased 280 per cent.

Mr. SPROULE. I think the hon. mem-
ber may have overlooked the fact that on
account of the depreciation of American
currency, the exports seemed to be very
much larger than they really wvere. Green-
backs were standing then at about 58.

Sir FIREDERICK BORDEN. These are
the values of the exports in gold.

Mr. SPEOULE. American currency was
not on a gold basis.

Mr. LEMIEUX. At ail events, the men
who lived between 1854 and 1866 duly ap-
preciated the vast importance of that
treaty. Listen te what Sir Alexander Gait,
who -was the Minister of Finance, said when
that treaty came to an end on the l7th of
March, 1866:

If we require to find an example of the
benefits of free commercial intercourse, we
need flot look beyond the effeots that have
followed from the working of the reciprocity
'treaty with the United States. Ia one short
year from the time when that treaty came
into opération, our trade in the natural pro-
ductions of the two countries awelled from
less than $2,0O0,0OO to upwards of OOOOOO 1W
per annum, and now, whpn we are threatened
with an interruption of that trade-when
we have reason to fear that the action of the
United States will prove hostile to the con-
tinuance of f ree commercial relations with
this country, when we know that the consid-
eration of this question is not g.rounded, on
just views of the material advanitagee result-
ing to each country, but that the irritation
connected with political events exercises a
prédominant influence over thé minds of
Américan statesmen, it is the duty of thé
Rouse to provide, if poslible, othér outlets
for our productions.

And Sir John Bourinot, who for many
years occupied the position of clerk of this
House, but who is probably better known
as a great historian of Canada, in bis
sketch of Lord Elgin, described the resuits
of that treaty in the following terms:

Net only was a large and remunerative
trade secured between thé United States and
the provinces but the social and friéndly
intercourse of thé two countries necessarily
increa-sed with thé expansion of commercial
relations and the creation of common inter-
este between them. Old antipathies and mis-
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understandings dîsappenred under the influnce
of conditions which brought thèse commuxii-
ties. together and made each of them place
a higher estimaté on the other's good quali-
ties.

Sir, I prefer this appreciation of Sir John
Bourinot, 'çvho was a descendant of a
Unit3l Empire Loyalist family. to the ap-
preciation given this evening by my hon.
and loyal friend from East Grey. I know
that m'y hon. friend is loyal to his country;
I know that he has lai-th in his
fellow%-countrymen, but I could flot help
thinking this evening, wh.en he was de-
scribing his fear of the effects of this treaty
on the social and political conditions of
Canada in the future, that my hon. friend
was, perhaps, more loyal at times t0 bis
political party than to his country. Sir,
what was the opinion of Canada respecting
the abrogation of the reciprocity treaty in
1866? My hon. friend is speaking cf the evil
effects of that treaty 40 or 50 years after
its abrogation, but the men who lived in
those days, the men who were at the head
of affairs in this country, who piloted the
ship o! state, thought otherwise. I hold
in my hand a Minute o! Council adopted
on the 19th o! February, 1864. Canada was
t-hen under the Union. The meeting of
Council was held in Quebec, and there
were present thé Hon. Mr. Thibaudean,
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Dorion, Mr. McDougall,
Mr. Fergusson Blair, Mr. Holton, Mr.
(afterwards Sir Oliver) Mowat. Mr. Letel-
ier de St. Just, Mr. Huntington and Mr.
Laframboisé-ali names of good old Lib-
erals, loyalists and patriote if ever there
were loyalists and patriots in this country.
This Minute o! Council reads as follows:
Certified copy of a report of thé Committe

of the Privy Council, approved by Ris
Excellency the Governor Gênerai on the
19th February, 186.

Thé committee of thé Executivé Council
deem it to be their duty to represent to Your
Excellency-

His Excellency, Lord Monk-
-that the recent procéedings in the Congres.
of thé United States respécting thé reciprocity
treaty have excited the deepest coacéra ini the
minds of thé people of this province.

Those proceedings have had for their avowed
object the abrogation cf the treaty at theé
earliest moment consistent with the stipuaý
tion of the instrument itself.

Although no formai action indicative o! the
strength of the party hostile to thé continu-
ance of thé treaty hias yét taken place, infor-
mation o! ani authentic character as to thé
opinions and pur poses of influentiai publia
men in thé United States h as forced upon the
committee the conviction that theré is im-
minent danger of its speedy abrogation upless
prompt and vigorous steps bé taken by Her
Majesty's impérial advisers to avért what
wvould 'be genérally regardéd by thé people o!
Canada as a great calamity.
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