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enthusiasts, political warlords, criminal syndicates and even government officials and employees.' 
From 1993 to the 1" quarter of 1999, 3,423 or 93% of the 3,670 firearms involved in criminal cases 
were unlicensed.' 

The Partisan Armed Groups (PAGs) 66  [previously known as Private Armed Groups] also 
contribute to the proliferation of unlicensed firearms in the country. As of September 1998, the PNP 
has identified 93 Partisan Armed Groups, with 2,129 members and 1,072 firearms.' 

There are some 45 firearms manufacturers, 522 authorized dealers, and 133 gun repair shops 
in the Philippines as of April 1998, according to the PNP Firearms and Explosives Division (FED). 
Gun smuggling is also prevalent, given that smuggled firearms cost cheaper and no documentation 
is required to market or possess them. 

The main sources of uncontrolled firearms (loose firearms) in the Philippines are the 
unregistered local gun manufacturers, mostly concentrated in Danao and Mandaue cities in the 
Visayas. Firearms are then shipped to Manila and other provinces in Visayas and Mindanao aboard 
passenger and fishing vessels. Filipinos returning from abroad also reportedly smuggle fireanns, 
either for business or private use. 

Firearms are also smuggled in the country through the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
(NAJA) and the maritime ports in Luzon and Mindanao. In Manila, gunnmning activities are 
prevalent in Cavite, Ilocos Norte, La Union, Batangas and Palawan.' Gunrunning is heavily 
concentrated in the Visayas, where firearms smuggled out of the country (i.e., Japan) are 
manufactured.' 

From 1991 to March 1997, the National Law Enforcement Coordinating Committee 
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