
Economic Contribution'

nie adverse situàztion ini which the mining sector f ound

itoelf in during most part of the elghties is reflected In the

sector's contribution to the. national economy.

In 1980, large establishments fin the sector employed a

littie over 69.000 wor>kers-0.42% of the total labor force that

were er*ployed. This has chranç, fur ther ini 1986 when orily 52.320

work.rs were employed4 In these large establishznents-down to a

mer. 0.2560' of the. total labor force *mployed in the. country.

Môreover. the f lourisbing of small scale mînîng activ4ties

~particularly-in the gold rushi areas in the countryside ha: to b.

conuidered' The attractivenesu of gold pric.: in recent years han

lured people to engage ini gold pannin* activites.. Employment in

umaîl sab mining in estimated at 200.000. Thus ini terms of

employment, amail scal. mining in a very important sector.

The. inflation-adjusted value added contribution of tbe

mining and quarrying seator i. ahowing a downtrerid. In 1980, the,

ehare of inining <gros: value ad.ded at constanit 1972 prie) ta

GDP i4as et 2.41%. This ha: continously declined througb the

years, as It settled et 1.5S8% in 1988.

Foreign exchange earning: In the. mont important contribution

of the. sector to the. national economy. However, if export

*arnings in têken as a proxy in4icator for the. foreigri exchange

ernings for the, seator. then this too ha: been on the. downtrend.


