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VI I,-DzFEAT AT SEA.

December 29.- When military operations cae
on the Niagara« frontier, ýin the beginning of Decem-
ber-, fhe Canadians had learned self-respect and
self -reliance. They had learned that a soldier is
flot made, by arms and. ammunition, but by
training_ and discipline; and that a few trained
soldiers may hold in check. an army composed
of untrained offioers and.-untrained men. The
fortunes of *ar had been in their favour because
they had good leaders and were well prepareci.

But while the land forces of the United States,
superior to their antagoniste innumerical strength,
had.met with anunbroken series of humilating
defeats through lack of preparation and efficient
leadership, the opposite was true at sea. No
great battle had been fought by the fleets;, but
there hiad been three notable encounters between
singl she'ip n i each of which the United States
vessel won; and to these the people of the United
States. still loo.k with pride, forgetting the defeat
of their armies in the renown of- their navy.,

The ea fights of the War of 1812, as distin-
quished fromn the batties on the lakes, do. not
belong to Canadian history; but as Britons we
have at least- as much in te- i them as we
have in the battles of the Peninsular War - pet.Y-
hapo more, inasmuch as w. e often hear themn
mentioued.'

Without exception, the most famous ship in
the history of the United States navy is the "11Con-
stitution." She was one of the. thre. larger vesoes
of 'the little navy, in 1812, which 'were rated: as
forty-four gun frigates, though they actually- çar-
ried a larger number of gunsi. Very Saaf vessels'
they were, compared with the. mighty warships of
to-dayý;, and uasi!--in,,,conparison with a firt'
class British battleship of that tinte.1 So far' as
there was anY difference betwe en ýthemn, the " Con-
stitutiont" was 1h. best of the thrée; and two of
the three victories of 1812 were w"n by hier.
In -August, éhe, encountered near -the banke of
Newfoundland a, much amaller Blrtièh ésip, the.
"Guerriere," Which sh. caPtuied and destrOYed.
in. October, a similar. action- took -place off the
island- of. Madeira, between hier sister ship,- the
",Uniýted-statesti" and a stil maller Britlsh vesse!
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defeated and taken- as a piiloç. T~thfd t=m
bat was off the coaat,«Qi rasil; , b i. -o -te
twenty-ninth. of December, the . Co"dt#tim"
met the Briièh ship Java "on hl ty 5iW UpI
having on board the newiy apoint& oowb
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