could get on books and learning, and he would pray
for those who helped him. He was not proud of
his learning, but always ready to learn from others
or to teach them what he knew. He talked very
little, and all that he did say was full of wisdom
and goodness.

We have room for only one more description,
and that is of the “good man of religion,” the poor
Parson. He was poor in money, but rich in holy
thoughts and in learning. He taught the gospel
truly to his people. He was kind, diligent and
patient in time of trouble and poverty. Though his
parish was very large and the houses far apart, he
never failed to visit anyone who was sick or in
trouble, whether they were rich or poor. He had
to go on foot, too, for he had no horse. Though he
was so good himself, he was not hard upon sinners,
but tried to draw them on to heaven by gentle
words and a good example. Yet if a man persisted
in doing wrong, the parson would rebuke him
sharply, whoever he might be. He was very differ-
ent from some of the other clergy whom Chaucer
describes, who thought only of their own ambition
or pleasure. He was a true shepherd, and cared
first of all for his sheep.

The lore of Christ and His apostles twelve,
He taught, but first he followed it himself.

Besides these who have been described there were
a Yeoman, who attended the Squire; a Prioresse,
who had with her another Nun, and three Priests;
a Monk; a Friar; a Merchant; a Lawyer; a Frank-
lain (or country gentleman) ; a Haberdasher; a Car-
penter; a Weaver; a Dyer; and a Tapicer (or up-
holsterer) ; a Cook; a Shipman, who came from
Dartmouth ; a Doctor of Physic; a Ploughman, the
brother of the poor Parson; a Reeve (or steward) ;
a Miller ; a Summoner, who was an officer employed
to bring people who had done wrong before the
church courts: a Pardoner, who sold indulgences
from the Pope; a Mancnple, whose business it was
to buy provisions for a college; and Chaucer him-
self. That was all.

The Host of the Inn was a large stout man, fine
looking, and very sensible and merry. He served
the Pnlgnms well, gave them a good supper and
good wine to drink, and kept them laughing with
his jokes. After supper he made a little speech to
the company and said:

My masters, you are very welcome at my house;  to

tell the truth, I have not seen so large or so merry a com-
pany inside my inn this year. 1 would like to make it
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planmforyoulfloonld,andnoivlhavexww
of a plan that will make you very merry on your 3oumey
Whoever wants to har it, hold up your hands.

Every man held up his hand and begged the Host ;
to go on. So he told them his plan.

“ Well, my masters,” he said, “ Iptopoteth;tadlonc
ofyonshalltellfourstones,twoonthewaytom
bury, and two on the way back. For you
notmuchfunmndmgalongasdnmb ‘a stone. And
whicheveroneofyoutellsthebutatorylh!lhﬁfa
supper at this inn when you come back, and the
shall pay for it. lwullndetoCanterburymthyou,and
I will be the judge of the stories. And if anyone con-

Theyallagrecdgladlytotheﬁost’sﬁan. Sothe‘
next morning, atdaybrak,thcysetoﬁ md*hen '

they Wd and drew lots to m 'h) Ii ﬁf
Knight began with a merry countenance to
tale. ;

at all.

mthelevk'.] e

Jndgenotthyneuhbourforhuvordsdrw:,
The critic casts full many stones away
That may be flung upon himself some day. .
Broadastsownotthcgosaptbatmhur
Noradduntoauleaoomsqeet

Somehmethou.too.mylemtam_ 81
Ofndletongmthatofmmnblu.m#
Somd time thy good name, too, may stand at stak
And burning round it fires of foul mischance,
Andrangedagainsttheeiomofm
Thenothertongues,ushtmchdasﬂlﬂtm
Sendnndomshots,mdlavetheeaetmj
So let thy mind grow broad with charity.
If good thou cannot speak, then silent be. :
Be not afraid to speak a word of praise, =~
But kthndthoﬂshtshumfor&%dmfulrméﬁ%
That lightéen up the weary path of life, g
Andtnrnasldethecmelthnstsofstnfe.

ManE.Scuu.m
Greenock, N. B,




