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Hon. Becretaxy'8 ReporL
It seems ahnost incredible that this should be

our fifth War Convention. It is needless to speak
of the general facts of the War itself, but i so, far
as it has affected us Canadian Municipalities, we
have had grave and considerable probleins thrust
upon us8, and the end is not yet. We sliould, first
of aI, be thankfui that our problems have neyer
been those of the ancient City of Ypres, nor of
Peronne, ruined, destroyed and captured, nor like
those of Lille, with lier inhabitants largely carried
into slavery; nor ike those of Brussels and Ant-
werp, robbed of immrense sunis, and ground under
the heel of the oppressor; but that our brave men
-with others of the civilized nations-have kept
sucli horrors, indignities and losses far frorn us al
these years. Still, we have had mucli to think about
ini loss of population, stagnation of industries, par-
tial paralysis of our financing, and ahove ail the
necessity of co-operating with every effort vital. to
the needs of the Empire and of civilization. Our

theni, in their strenuons labors to support our sol-
diers at the front and prosecute the War. Thlis year
we ought to beiable to take vigorous action on pre-
paration for After-tlie-War problents. These pre-
parations ouglit emphatically to be mnade now, and
not left to, drift. They should include a plan of fin-
ancing, a programme of town planning and a defi-
nite oufline of action, founded resodlutely on the de-
termination that we must enter upon a new career
of energetic progress and enterprise. This unqueà-tionably should be the spirit of Canada after the
War. A large place must be given to the Returned
Soldier question in its widest aspects, and also to,ýelectedl immigration. The cities' and towns' must
take a more businesslike and systematie interest inail that pertains to the development of their tribu-
tary regions. Agricultural banks and agricultural
institutes, and the rendering of farn life attractive,
should ail be elements in the programme. May Ibe perinitted to again urge the appointment by the
Dominion Governuient of a Cost of Living Tribunal,
simikar to the Dominion Railway Board, which is
every day more necessary if the citizen is to cope
with the heavy burdens that will rest upon him aris-
ing out of the cost of the War.

The spirit of our last Convention was worthy of
the immense and vital interesta -which are in the
hands of our municipal governors and will, I am sure,be carrned on into this. We owe our apologies, orrather explanations, to the City of Victoria for hav-
ing poîtponed fromn year to year, froim 1914 to the
present, the acceptance of its 1iospitable, invitation,
but the diffieulties in organizing a onvention at
one end or the other of Canada during the War canonlv be ' k,, ;-',- - 4-- % £Iole_, -~ -
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