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SChristmas' Giftet Making y

OMETIMES we are
proue te think that
if 'a ouly had au

unlimited suppiy ni
sjmoey sd coud by

anytbiug sud svery-
tbing 'as taucied
Christms shopping

Inud be easy sud a
dellght. But there

faction that comes from succesi cou-
triviug, sud the pleasure cf gîvîng 'abat
bas cost anme personal effort. Iu the
making ni Christmas gifts, bowever, one
should realize that,,it la not enough te
plan the article te suit the taste of the
recipient-althougb that is essetil-
but the 'aork alan muet ho as neat as
one eau maie it. Better some inex-
pensive trille purchased outright sud
goed nfi us kiud than au article et
mors apparent 'aorth but an earelesaly
or unslciliiully made as te bie valueless,
ordes 1V la the work ni the untrsîued
fiugers ni a child, te whhnm ail la more
thon forgiven. one shouid net sttempt
'abat la beyoud ones pn'aers te scon-
pliab, but there are auy number et dainty
tries 'ahich ouly need caref ni cuttini;
sud measuremnent sud usat stitches or
application et glus lu the maklng.

When eue begins te nutrive Christ-
maus gifts one realizes the trutb et the
saying that there la uothing new under
the Sun. It sometimes sai~ns as if oe
oe but ring the changes ou Vhe baga,
CUabions, cases et ail kinds. And speak-
lug of baga, a git whlch suy girl will
aPpreciste la a nest bsg te match ber
street suit lu color, if as hasu't such
a one alresdy. Most girls are ebliged te
do) 'ith eue for aIl purposes. One cam
fiud buga lu ail colie no'a, either lu
velvet, suede, moire, or kid. If a fabrie
b>ag la ehosen, au addition that wiil give
thle "Personal tnucb" la the menogrsma
ni Vhs recipient embroîdered on the velvet
or mo-ire lu ailit te match outllned witb
gn1l tbreads.

The graudmother 'abo rememnbers the
dsyb befere the evolution et suit-cass
sud titted.up travelling equlpment, when
the carPet-bsag was the means of trans-
Portiug one's beleugings on the rare ce.
casions wben 'one 'asut irem, home,
wilîl ne doubt bie pleaed te re-
celve a werk-bsg tasbinued on the order
eft he nIdj iamiy receptache. Sncb a

work-bag should resemble its prototype
as closely as possible lu ail but ais. A
pieee of"quaiutly tigured tapestry answers
for the niateriai, but denim wlth a
fiowered pattern or cretonne could be
used. Au oblong piece of csrdboard, say
ten luches by tbree sud a ball or four,la covered with isather-colored lluing
tuaterial for the bottom, sud the aides
sud suds attachsd te this. Colored braid
or ribbon la ussd to biud the edges, sud
there are double haudies, ne on each
aide, If there is one of the nld-fashioued
carpet-satchels te bie found for a model,
the costructin is easy. A bag for
graudmotber's knitting-there are stiil
graudmothers who kuit-seda a fsirly
stili canvas foundation an that the
nieedies wili not poke it out nf shape.
bleasure it a littie more than the length
ni the needies, wider at ns sud than
the other for the ball, sud deep euougb
to hold the work wheu rolled up. It la
better te lins the case-lt la a case
rather than s bsg xvitb a gond quality
of mercerlard or hrncaded Sataen, than
with, a soit silk: nr satin. A silver
gray satin or brocade would bie nie for
the outside.

A brusb sud comb box witb spacespartitined off for side-condbsansd for
hair-pinsi oi different; aites la net very
dîfficult te maie, aithough it takes s
littie extra times and careiuness. Made
of a cigar box or anme nther box of
light wood sud'covered with chintz, al,
or other materiai te match the decoratieus
of the rooni, it la inexpensive sud wouid
,ssi, a ,,sef,, gift. If a cigar box is
usacd, the cuver eau bie rot up for the
partitions. These are covered with the
chintsz suad pushed fite place lu the
box sller it la 11usd. If the outaide la
of fiowered materiai, it will be pretty te
have the lining plain. Varions receptacles
for use on the dresser eau bie beautlfied
by covers of fiewered silk or Dreaden
ribliou, wheu ene carneot bave these
receptacies lu silver or ivery or anme
)Vare beantiful lu itsf. A eau of tal-
cum pewder by itsîf wnuld net maie a
very pressutable offeriug, but enclose the
fiask lu a littie case et delieate-boed
siie, wlth a draw-ribbou sud bow, sud it
la qulte within the gift clasa. A pin
sud needie-case, especiaily ceuvenieut; wheu
travelling, la made' trem a piece et
Dresdeu ribbiou, about four by six luches,
s piece of soli corded ali sud a pires ni
chamois or white ilannei, oi the Sanne

dimensions' Lay the three piecea in place
wjth the chamois as interlining, baste
together, and bind ail around with inch-
wide ribbiou or silk braid. Fasten a
pires of the braid on the middle of the
outside to tie the case with wben it la
folded lu three. Put in pins of differeut
aises and colora, safety pins, aud tbree orý
four needies threaded witb black and
whiite cotton and silk.

The little sweet-grasa baskets of Indian
manufacture, which are to be had for
small sums, in the shepa, bave qulte ex.
celient possibilities lu the git lins. Tbey
can bie lined wxth ailk or satin in Pink
or any color that gos prettily with the
natural tint of the basket, aud used for
holding .a piece of embroldery and is
materiais, for amaîl workbaskets, for
handkerehief boxes, to hold buttons, relIs
of tape, collar supports, sud an on. Wbeu
the covers are not wauted tbey eau bie
removed sud used for the bottemas of
work-bags, covered as mats, etc.

For the persen proud of bis or ber
Irish origin a letter rack lu the shape
of a harp wiil bie a glft likeiy te meet
with approbation. Use a piece of heavy
cardboard for the foundatien, sud ex-
periment with peucil, scissors, sud wrap-
ping paper until you bave the shape
correct. Wheu the foundatieu la cnt to
suit, draw an muner lins ou your pattern
from two to three inches f rom the edge,
sud ent aloug thîs to get the pattern
for the trame, which la also of c~ard-
board. Cover the front oi the Iondat-
tien with- green satin, tbe real Irish
green, or meroerized sateen will de. Bring
the edgea over sud fastent at the back
with glus or by catchiug acrosa wîth thread
from one aide to the othor. Fr ,u top
to bottom, at the front, mun gold cerd for
the strings of the harp, fasteniug 'them
securely to the foundation. The fastenin;;
wili bie hlddeu by the frame. Cover the
frains with velvet ot a littîs deeper shade
of green, or wîtb geld-colored plushf or
satin, or even with gilt paper, although
this wiil nlot wear se weii. Glus the
t rame into its Place ou the foundation,
and Put in rings to bang the harp up by.
('m er the back witb Sataen liniug.
The letters sud carda are beld by tbe
strings ot the harp.

For the young matrou 'a boud oir cap
would bie charmiug. It eau be miade Ceut
nf a Small piece of net sud lace for
trilla or edglng, wlth a bow of ribbon
to finish. These lIttle caps, wblcb bave
come luto lasbien so mucb of lae, are
really qulte simple to muake, nt mucb
more difficuît than a duet cap.À "vaulty" bag te carry lu the Satchel
la au inexPensive sud dalnty trifle whlch
eau bie maRde lu a short tires. Take a
Piece Of five-iuch Dresden rlbbou about
ten luches loug, sud aiew up suds te
make a llttle bag. Procure a tluy round
mirror sud glus the bottom of the bag
to it, holding the' sllk lu tluy piaits.
Cnt a piece of eardboard the aise of the
mirror, p)ad with a bit of cotton,, c over
wîth thîn ailk, sud glus to the hack et
the mirror, ou the inside of the bag.
Maice a double hem near the top sud run
lu a uarrew draw rlhbou. Put a amal
piecle 0f chamois sud a llttle celluloïd
box of pewder wlth s tlny Puif lu the
bug.

tain the merest trifles. Small csudy
fish of differeut colora, or haked f rom
biscuit dougb if caudy la forbidden, would
bie great sport. The fishiug games wili
appeal te a lîttîs girl as weil as te a
boy, or as eau have a "shower," sud
secure the llttle packages by drawiug ou
different colored riblions leadiug from
a smaîl colored parasol, lu which the
packages are concealed, to the bed or
c.hair.

Iu the case of an older invaiid, the
element of surprise and novelty may ho
a wslcome relief from moneteny. Several
frienda eau arrange it an that their gifts
wiil bie delivered at intervala ou Christ-
mas Day, iustead of aendiug thema te the
houase ou Christmas eve. Do nt give an
invalid thîngs te be worn during illness,
unleas the person la poor sud really needs
them. Gîve thinga that suggest gettiug
well rather than s coutinuâmce et ll-
nesa, or if convalescence sesuis a long
way off, sud things for immediate use
are advisable, let them ibe ais pretty aud
dainty as possible. A favourite maga-
zine arriviug by post on Christmas men-
ing with a note atatiug that it wiil ceme
mouthiy thrnugbout the year la a weicome
visiter te the "shut lu." Semetimes an
invaiid fond of resdiug finda the weight
of a book tiresome. The parts of a
Serial $tory eau bie removed fromn back
numbers cf a magazine, which the per-
son bas net bad s chance of resdiug,
aud the severai parts heund separately
lu plain paper, sud numbced on the
cover. A suapabot album, the kiud that
bas paper cnvers of some satistying
artistie tint, a box ef unmounted kodsk
Pictures of members of the family, frienda
-mun sud animal-sud bits ef sceuery,
sud a tubs ef photograpber's paste may
turuish many' s bslf-hour's iuterested
occupation. If the invalld la a womau
wbo likes te crochet or do ueedlework,
anme new patterns sud deaigns may be
acceptable. Crochet patterns can bie
picked up from s iew inchea cômpleted
sud accompanied by written or typsd
directions, understood et the worker lu
Cochet, although Gresk te the un-
iuitlated. A piece ef linen stamped sud
witb the ailks or threads te werk it will
bie wslcomed by the embroiderer who bas
not always meney te spare for ber hobby.

Iu every case where an invalid, groivu
up or littUe, old or youug, la concerued,
great cars abould bie taken te ascertalu
the desiresansd te cousider the tastes of
the persn fer Wheml the gift l inteuded.
It la well Werth a lîttIe extra trouble
te give the right tblng lu the rlght way.
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