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To attempt to criticise Dr. Slieard's valedictory is imnpos-
sible, because it was excellent and eloquent 1 a/i /hiroug/,' how-
ever, we will say that it was humorous in parts, earnest in others,
encouraging the students to keep up a society which is doing ail
so mucli good.

The songs by Messrs. Gordon, Brown, and Carruthers were
well rendered, and ail received encores, whîch wcre happily re-
sporded to. The instrumental music, supplied by Messrs.
Woodly, Hall, Veitch and Brown, was very much appreciated
and was also encored.

Readings were given by iMessrs. Bell, Edmison, and Cale,
being in each instance of the humorous character; these were
excellently rendered and afforded much amusement to those
present, who again called for encores.

Dr. McFanlane, being called upon, made a few remarks, and
complimented the students on possessing so much talent.

The meeting concluded at a late hour.

QerieÉàl doliege Nfoteý.

The Persian language bas been added to the curriculum at
Corneli.

President Porter, of Yale, is preparing a book on the El/hics
of Kant.-ECx.

The Princeton Faculty now numbers thirty professors ho-
sides a corps of tutors, instructors and lecturers.

The Michigan Argonant will henceforth devote part of its
editorial columus to subjeets outside the range of College news.

The freshman class of Cornell University has repres.entatives
from Russia, Spain, Brazil, Central America, Gerrnany, Austria
and Canada.-£Ex.

Prof. Sylvester, of John Hopkins University, bias accepted
the chair as Savilian Professor of Geometny, at the University of
Oxford, Eng. -Ex.

At a recent Harvard debate, on the subject, 'Reso/ved, that
Wendell Phillips's course in regaid to slavery was that of a true
statesman,' the negative won by 38 to 25. Ex.

McGill bas appointed a committee to compile a new song
book. It is meeting with great encouragement in its labours, as
sevenal hundreds of dollars bave already been guaranteed for the
purpose.

Queen's University will be represented by its Chancellor,
Mr. Sandford Fleming, C. E., C. M. S., and H-arvard by James
Russel Lowell, at the Tercentenary celebrat ion of the University
of Edinburgb, in Easter week.

Tbe De Pauw University, in Greencastle, Ind., is to have
eight more lmildings-a law college, a medical college, a theo- t
logical college, an observatory, two dormnitories, and other struc-
tures-to be erected without dola y.- Universi/y Gazette. f

At the last annual commencement of the University of Tokio,
japan, which was held Octobor 27, 1883, there were 67 graduates,
representîng the departments of law, civil engineering, chemistry, 0
physics, medicine, literature and pharmacy.-Ex. f

Yale College, whicb was about a year ago the recipient of i
$5o,ooo from A. E. Kent, of San Francisco, bas received $25,000 e
more from the samne person. The whole amount is to be used e
in the eroction of a chemnical laboratory for the Academical De- 0
partmnent.-Ex. e

A meeting hold at McGill on Saturday, 23rd February, toP
discuss the advisability of organizmng a University Club, docided
that stops should be taken at once to carry out the proposeda
scheme. For this purpose two committees were appointod to 5ee
after suitable rooms, etc. Lt bas not yet been decîded wbether b
undergraduates will ho admitted to the advantages of the Club a
or no.

t4Dr. Charles Walderstein, a member of tbe tbe junior year of ethe class of 1883 at Columbia College, is the newly-olected di- il
rector of the Fitzwilliam Art Museum, Cambridge University, aEngland. There were six competitors for the place left vacant
by Prof essor Sydney Calvin's transfer to the British Museum,' and othe cry against the choice of a foreigner was raised in this caseas with Mr. LowelI.-MeGill Universi/y Gaze//e. 'a

The McGill University Gazette complains of tlîe inanition a
and want of interest manifested iii thein Literary Society. We tJ

would advisc thein to iake some approximation to parliament-
ary procedure as lias been done with so inucli success iii our owil
Society. The appointment of permanent leaders from eachi year
charged with the responsibility of bringing out mem bers andl pro-
viding speakers has worked welI with us. The only difficulty ex-
perienced is in hitting upon a principle. of division. Most
would objeot to political lines being drawn ; but perhaps as
politics are neyer discussed, that mode of dividing is the best that
offers. The division made, and leaders trom each year being
chosen, an emulation at once arises which infuses animation and
earnestness into discussions.

JAMEIRS RUSSELL LOWELL.
III.

R-IS SERIOUS POEMS.

In a paragraph, purporting to be a critieism, which appeared in~
the Week a short timie since, and with wvhichi 1 have already ventured
to disagree, it was stated of James Russell Lowell that in his serjous
poems he scarcoly displayed the ' originality of geiiius.' Now, with-
out especial reference to the edlitor of the JVeek, I observe that this
remark is a stock phrase among magazine hiacks and newspaper crities,
and lias prohably heen used by some member of their doubtful pro-
fession against every writer thiat ever lived. There have been those
whio would have us admire Shakespeare and Milton less reverentlY
becauso they were noL always original. But I have no sympathy witli
sucli profossional cant. Furthermore, I mucli doubt whether the
majority of those who habitually use this expression could give us5
an intelligible exposition of what the term ' originality of geniU5'
really signifies. Let us endeavor to throw a littie lighit on the qules-
tion. And first with regard to originality. Speaking from a psyco-
logîcal and scientifie standpoint, and with reference to the primarY
elernents alone, there is no such thing as originality. The absolute
creation of thoughit, no less than its absoluto annihilation, is imposs'
hie to man. Moreover, the primary eloments of thought are proba-
bly the saine in ail men of normal intellects, and the only possible
originality is therefore originality of combination. This may be
called creation, but it is rather the re-arrangoment into nove1 fornm5
of pre-existing elements, It is evident that both in variety and coin-
plexity of composition, the possible combinations of these priflary
elements are infinitely various. The combînations made by seine
minds are less numerous or less complex than thoso of others. Iow-e
ever, ahl men make some of theso combinations for themselves, and
ali men are so far original. Originality, therofore, is a natter Of
degree. Now, in the second place the question arises:.

Whiat degyree of originality entitles a man to be called a genfll5?-
Elere we are met with a difficulty, which. is practically insrmonta-
ble if we are seeking for an absolute standard of gonius. For it 'a
clear thint, as it is impossible for any mero man, however clever ila
critie he may be, to know but a very few of all the thoughits Of n'el'
bat have ever found expression, so it is impossible for lîim to pro,
nounice affirmatively upon the originality of any given expression O
lie writer lie is revicwing. Anîd it is equally impossible for hii to
?ronounice negatively. For as he does not know the secrets Of tlie
Luthor's mind, he cannot say wlîether tlîe author effected the giVen
~orbination himsclf, or accepted it ready-înade from another. The
buthor himself is theo only authority; and lie is quite fallible, sinco e
nay have originally obtained the idea from anothor, and yet 1ave
ntirely forgotten this fact subsequontly. It is, of course,' not suifi
ient to prove an author's lack of originality and of mient ini a 1v
ase, to show that the thiougit hli as expressed was previOuglY
xpressed by someono else. For it is not only possible, but higlY
robable, that flho saine mental combinations may be made by tw0or-

nore persons in entire independenco of eachi other.
Furthermoro, lie who takes the simple thouglits of othiers aiid

adds bis own by way of illustration or ornament, is fairly entitled tO
e considered original as far as lis illustrations or ornarlents go>
nd, these, indeed, frequontly constituto the most valuable part Of tle
otal thought. Indced, strictly speaking, the use of different Word'
oexpress a thought alters the thouglit, and givos originality to dl

Ipression ; for words derive ail thoir meaning from associatione alla
tis probable that the associations in connection with no0 two word0
re precisely the saine.

We conclude from ahl these considerations that the standard of
riginality and of gonius cannot ho absolute, but is strictlY rOla'tiv
0 the individual critic's mmnd, and that it will vary ove"l in hi ls
ccording to the stage of intellectual advancoment to whichl lie hall
ttained. If, therefore, Mn. Lowell doos not appean to the edlitOr
lie tVeek to possoss that degreo of originality which would eltîl
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