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"'WE COULDN'T SELL THIS PLACE TO-DAY ron

March Winds & April Showers
By MIRS. ANXIE A. PRESTON.

ST was dreny 31arcb day, cheerless eneugb without, but
within Squire Burton's rniortable farin-hause the fire
cracked atid raared in Vhe shiuîlng steve, the copper tea.
kettie hissed and sang, tlue f abby cat purred on ber
cushion in a snug corner and the louder the wlnd sbrieked

uithout, the more rnerrily piped up ths canary fronm lis
gilt cage iu the bay vindow. The gaed mife hummed
snatchee of hymne as she stitchecl awsy, insorting an invisible
Patch lu the krnse af the fainier's barat oeéralîs, andi as the
vieiter In a suuny cerner by the plant-stand srniled up.fremt ber
lettor writiug ta tako lu tbe picture af cbecry camfert, site
thougbt "ICousin Sarah hase a great deal ta ho thankfui for that
slis bas such -a husband as Squire Burton."

Tbe squire came in Just thon, and as ho steppeli about it %vas
evidont front bis freinent groans that Le "'as euffering deepiy
i soin an attaok ef the blues.

"lAwiul weather!" be grnmbledl; "lit sete as if the 'tvind
wauld eut mie in tu'a if I go out ta trini apple trees, and if 1
attornpt ta mend farming tools in Vhs sbep I sbiv'er se I cannot
stay there."

",Stay bers thon and visit fer the restaof the day," said hie
wiie, eheorfully. " There je uothing ta drive yen eut. There
are plenty ai fine days corning, and it viauld be faolish ai ter
yen have kept warm ail %vinter te freeze ta deatb in March !

IIMIigbt ns well free7e ta death and have doue with it," the
squire " grurnbled an. 'lt'sa awful bard tinios! We're run-

ning behindhand year by year. We couldu't seil this place te-
day for- hall it's wcrth-"ý

IIWe don't want ta seIl it," put in bis wife; II'we want it for
ourselves, ive are satisfled witb it, and so long ns 1V is net in
the market it doos net matter ta us wvhat value is set upon It
by athors."

"«I don't kuewv as I arn satisfied," growled the fariner, as he
pnlled off hie heavy boote, loaving bath boots and jack fer bis
wiic te put in place, and takîng bis o]lippers f ramt their fanciful
pecket bebîud Vhe steve. 11I amrnt oVns of the luind ta sottie
down in a rut and stay there. There is nothing going an
arotund bers. No market unlees yen drive two or three miles,
nnd we greoingaId andno childrein. WVhat'egeing tabecorne
ai us Idontknow, I leolus dark ahead ?"

"Look beyeud the darkness ta the light ai beaven," su-
couragedl the geod wifo.

"lThat woWnt keep us freni ths poor.lieuse 1" greaned Vhs
tanner, "land, oh dbar I tborc's a rap at the <ber. No oes te
pay a bill, you unay be sure, altbaugh there are plenty of themt
comting due.":

IlAwful wventher ! baven'V boss se cold this ývinVor! 1" us Vhs
salutation af the visiter. "Takes off yotur sunmer weed, I
gnoess, te have sucb weather as tbîs in March, and what le
wvorse, it loaks Vo me as if we woro going te have a backward,
cold spring2I'

IlI know% it," grovaiod the squire. 'II bave been tbinking
ths saine thing mnyself."

IlWoll, thon, yeu know as wvell as I do, there weu't ho se
înuch bay as tbsre'd ougter ho on thet Brown place, and I
camte an tom say that I've cenolndcd net ta hime it ai ter aIll"

"Vsry well," sighed the equirs. IIWhat Vhs tintes are

coming ta I don'% know. 1
wvas just telling My vif e
that ive are land-poor and
buildings-poor."1

"Wall, that's se," Eaid the
visiter; "ail thee roofs'Il

i noed shinglin' somne day, end
I there will have ter ha paint-

sin' dons, and 't'll ceet like
bla7es. It'e an awful hloak
place, too, nobody'il want Ver
buy It. Lots er ont, ter be
sure, but it takes a pile er
wvood ter heat it, an two folks
Ive no need ta use so much
moont. Botter lve up in the
ldtchen, I say, tbrouigh the
cold weather," and drawing

- on bis yarn rnitt5rie he with-

- "Just as 1 told yaut!
-said the eqilire, throwitng

doîn hie paper, and curling
up onl the lotinge. IlWe are
aIllgolng tathe <oge! That
Browin place wviIl be tonant.

HALP1T'S~~'OTH." less threugîi the year."
]HAL? ITS -WRTH.II V noe'er was, Putt in hie

wife.
.And we sMall burn the summrer's wood ail uip, ini spring, at

this rate, and go ta draw'ing wood f ront the lot on wheels,
something that nover yet was dons in aur family."

IIWNe haven't; hegun ta use up Vhs wintor'e bupp1y yet, you
know vcry well," the %vife hurried te say.

'And yesterday 1 was disippointe<l about selling that wead
lt'the sigh now was a most dismal groan.

l'Yeu must learn to bear disappointmient with a smile,"
laughed the little %veinant. I I je aIl for the best. This inan
would bcoa bad tenant, and the man who talked of buyýing thc
woed lot is poor pay, and %would have made you ne end of
trouble. Cheer up n0w! The darcest heur cornes juet before
the dawn."

"Sarah Jane Uxbridge Burton, 1 won't hear any mare of
your absurd speeches," and the squire fiopped oer upen the
lenge, turiiing his back upon hie wife'e eheerful face, and the
pervading brightness ai the rnem, hoping ta givo bimselt un-
disturbed ta glaemy refioctions, when there was another rap at
the deor. The squire, as ho stood upon his foot, groanied like
the lest hat of a nertbeast storni, and admitted a obeerful-
faced man, who said vivaoiously :

IlYes, yes; protty reught outeide, but I always like ta have
winter blowv itelf fairly out in March, and then aur April
showors wiil sot besnow-squaiis, and black frests. Littie you
neod care care about cold weather, for it je always spring-time
in thie bouse, and VhesSun seeme alwaye ta shine here. I
beliove iV je that cepper tea-kettle, 1 men te geV ene; or it,
rnay lio becauso yeu bave <looss open aIl arounâ, and have lires
eough te keep warrn. I den't take so much mare fuel ta do
that s any ane would suppose, and ths air is se mucb better
than it je ta hivo up, that je eaving in doctor's bills ln the
long run. This ie the pleasantest situation and heuse in tewn.
A gond many weuld, jurnp at Vhs chance af getting it for the
prices you paid and ail in geod repair. I carne ta sce if 1 could

100

rent your Brown place-wife wante ta get a littIe noarer town.
I'm sarr ta hear that you have sold your wood lot, for I want, it
myself.",

By that time the equite'e blues had ail blown over, and as lie
settled bimeelf in bis easy-chair for a talk, bis wvife eaid oordi-
ally ta the visiter:

IlI arn glad yen happened in; the squire was finding nie
rather dispiriting cornpany. Talce off your coat; dinner will
be rsady presentiy."

IlYss, yes," put in tbe squire; , "Thraw off your coat. This
rougît weather is bard on the women folk; ne wonder tbsy geV
the blues. They oan't geV eut, yeu know, but March isn't ai
rnuch consequence anyway aniy ta visit lu, and fix up business
-ner April cither, for that matter. 1 nover let the wveather
affect nie se long as I have cornieortable quartera and weod a
plouty. Times are looldng up a littie, ar'ut tbey?"'

The cheerful %Nifolaughed a little as she put the patatees into
theoaven ta balce, and eaid ta ber visiter, who ha<I iollowed bier,
IlJust like a mari! up and down with the thermometer, as
,variable as March wînds and as uncertain as April sbowers;
but it is well enough te take up wîtb a goed offor ai a husband
when yen bave ane, nuy dear, fer they are arnazingly handy ta
bave about the promises."

As the visiter iaughed merrily, shte theught ta bersoîf,
"Sarah wvns net the anly lucky ene lu this alliance.' 1 wouder

wvhat Jobn weuld de witbout Sarah."

A Remarkable Development.
ON the two previous pages of this supplément

we print an advertisement of the Massey Manfac.

turing C~o., showing a splendid and very accurate

viev of their enormous works, ivhich they dlaim

are the largest under the British fiag dévated ex-

clusively ta the manufacture of Hlarvesting

Machinery. .The handsome engraving is a Cana-

dian production, and is, witbout doubt, the largest
and finest piece ef work of that character ever
brought out in Canada. Below je a reproduction
of a sketch of the original shaps at Newcastle
(Bond Head), Ont., ln which the business started
over 42 years aga. A most remarkable growth!
We have no space ta go into a description of this
mammoth bee-hîve, with 271,000 square feet of
floor space-very nearly 6J acres-where over 600
men are employed-though such a description would
doubtiéess be very interesting ta ail-for aur coluanne
are mare than full of items of greater interest and
importance te aur rural readere.

It will net be amies, however, ta mention that
the Massey Ca. are cutting up an average of 300,000
feet of lumber every month. This season they will
use about 800 tans of mnalleable iran, 600 ta * 700
tons of steel, 40 to 50 tons of' dry white lead and
other raw materials in like enormous proportions.
The company claim te be making thirteen te fifteen
thousand machines for 1889-more than double the
output of any sienilar concern in Canada.

The Original Works in which the business started at Newcastle
(Bond H-ead), Ont., 1847.


