
MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

liko to bring out, and ieft the words to corne to me
when I get Up.

I noticed folks smile a good deal and they scniod
nuighty good naturcd over Roinetliing, but 'why
shouldn't they at the prospect of a good supper,
thougli I didài' ce %wy tbcy need laugh so niuch
whien I was through, ani 1 made up nty mind I'd
spoiled it ail, tit 'twas ail over and bile old maids
swarmed round me and almost hugged mie with do-
liglit, and said that my speech just mnade things go
throughi, 'twasn't for anything ee'or I'd said 1'm
sure, and l'dl forgotten what Mrs. ïungliusband
told me a1togother.

But I'm going too fast, for iny speech wasn't ex-
actiy the firat thing after ail.

'Twas dccidod to open wvith Oid Hundred, and
the audience joinod, in rigbt good earnest. Then
the curtain rose on a tablcau vivant, 1 think they
calied it, tlîougli i looked to me, liko a row of old.
fashioned girls on eaoh side of me, for I was the
central figure of the semi-circle, and wore the big-
gest cap and fullest apron of the lot. I wouldni't
consent to anything artificial, for everyone most
knew Rate Benjamin just as euie was. The rost
powdered tlieir hair, except 'twas golden, and
combetl it down plain, and sorne wore dainty littie
aide-curis, severai were gravely knitting or Sitting
with foided bands, looking as demure as grand-
mothers. One was feeding a cat, on lier lap;
another rubhing lier glassos and peerin& over themn
at a book Iying upon lier knees, and at eaciî end of
the seini-circle a tiny table held a teapot and cups,
and two or three oid maids wvere drinking tea, to-
gether.

I waited a minute or two for folks to get over
their surprise a little, and thon. stcpped forward
and began. (A short-hand reporter was there
somewhiere and this is about the way it read in te
papiers.)

Il Ladies and Gentlemen ; We're just a lot of ol
inaids. WVe're nlot Lords of Creation nior Ladies of
Fusiiion-we're îîot auxiaus Vo be fanions nor
beautiful-andi1suppose we're notof much accouîît
anyway, unless it coines Vo scrubliî' aid hukh,' and
cookin' ; ami sweeping and nicndiîîg and sewili';
runniog round givin' out tracts, gettin' petitioiis
signed, and collectin' for mis8ioîîaries and poor
folks ; or knittin', feedin' cats and drii)kii' tea.
Wc're not Woînan's Riglits Advocates, nor mon-
haters-somo of us cuit prove tlîat,-(and I Iooked
round at tho powvdered hoads.) You'll soon prove
it to your heart's content, for you'll geV agood eni»
per. WVe dlon't iieed to Stand up for righits-(per-
lîaps we miglit if we wero înarried.) 1t's mnan .s
business to do the figliting, and we're wihling to lot
1dm do it ; we won't trcspass on bis riglits. Sonte-
timos we get our rights boat by sayîng nothing
about them.

«'But perhaps you'd like Vo knowv why we choose
to be old maidle. The tjtlo's noV fashionable, but
ve don't objeetVo that. We'vo good reasous-very

good roasons (laugbter). NoV that nobody asked
ue to marry, perbaps thcy didn't geV the chance.
And then, you knowv, wve have sometimes socu our
friends marry and lose happiness as well, as froe-
dom. WVould thoy de3pise the Vitie of old maid if
it were possible to geV free itgain ? Yoiu see we're
free-will agents-fr'e Vo choose or rejeot whorn wo
pieuse. (Hers I saw a 8weet face droop boncatb
lier cap and powdered puffs, and I knewv why.
Uer parents want her Wo inarry a inan tbat'c noV
quite temperete, and she's noV a freo-will agent in
the matter.) Yes! we're free Vo noV for ourselves,
and therefore have our righte already. What more
oau wo want? Whet more can earth givo us?

"Young inen, lot me adviso you ! You have the
powoer of cligoice its your owvn bands. Take un old
niaid's advice and don't choose a wvife moirely for
lier pretty face or charnihig mianner ; ne, nor for
ber- power to0 flirt. How inany ut you, I Wonder,
take blie trauble to drop 'ganait talk ' long etiougli
to becoine acquaititud wîth thec priincililt8 of yuur
lady rinendà?~ Pl3riiaps you dont' givi, lier crtdit
for beiîîg sorious eniougil Lu possess any. Just test
liur on mue teimper&atce question before you stako
your future, anmi make sure that you will noV be in
danger of haviîîg your tastes depraved by being fcd
on1 NvineL-jellies, ixraldied Penches, and sluoes, w bis-
key llavured soupe, lioiîe-niiadet wiîtes, nor any
otior cf the tenpwn' recipil8 poured in upon the
cooke, front te loîver regions. " Here te laughiter
quite ititertruptod ine tilt 1 kjiid o' cuvght te jokoe;
Viienl I kgaid, 4,If aîîy cooks cf tlîaL speuies are fiere
.1 hiope they ivou't go out biEfore l'vu Ligne tu apolo.
gise. 0f course uverybody kniows 1 nîcant tige
receiptii originated below; if the cookc once got there
Vhey'd have to stay. 1'hoy're thse innocent dupes
of friends wvlo ivhikper their suggestions of teimtpt.
ing flavors. Would the angels inspire thoîn to put
sucli traps in the way of te uîasuspeetitgg? Cer-
tainly noV ! Tlîey doit t cone froin 1-eaven; then
ivbere do they originate? i bave youVo setle thîat
point.

-Now as old inaida have perfect f roodon of speech
-Fi'n afraid inost of our niarried sisters have tost
Vheir's--I'd like to say a word Vo my own sex.
Firàt of ali-keep your freedom ! (Thoro wvas an
audible sînile.) Your freedoin of conscionce, 1
miean. You necd neyer lose thiat. Vos, and your
freedom of speech, too. Not in order Vo use your
tougue too f reely af ter mari iege, biiLte Voc able te
say, 'Nu,' docidedly Vo every one that akaks yen, if
your ceuselence cauinot approve of limi, in every re-
kipect. Doiît bo afî'aid ut being called auiold.uaaid,
rather diead being an unloved. %vite, or wrse ,il
.1n nitlovimîg oue. We set you the exainile. WVc
show yon tiiet we'ro nlot afraid te corne out boldly
tud say we're for froodoîn ;-not frIec(loiii Le flirt,
ner to es4oru the honlest affoction of un ininocen)t,
wellînieaniitg young nman, but freedoin Vo s;'eak
agaiîist fasiiionabie sius-snicb asgetwinkedat, anîd
glussed over, but lond. dowîiward uf ter ait. It iay
nake you upopuilar, but I'd. ratier lac iiipopigdar

itow thîai lit Tle day of judgillent, WOUI(l't you
iiow? ihose wlîo scorii yot<r advice %vill at, heart
i es$peot yen mie mocre for you' liîo-est priniciples,
îund if thcy shun yon, it's becatnse oil and water wonî't
anix.

"NwI suppose I've used rny freelloîn of speech
long enotigh tu pi-ove tiant 1 IiavOI't test it 1 ilever
inade a kpecit iii publie before, and I find tilt part
1 forgot tu study 15 lioîv to bting it Vo a close. "

I pausedl Vo tlaink how I was goiin' to end, but
they ail began to laugh anîd didn't sein Vo bo gemn'
te stop, s0 1 took a step or two back and tiegait te
bow, and the curtain dropped and chiut otui the
audience, s-) 1 ient lîack te miy big arin chair, atad
thcy told tue I wvas thîrougli, aîid tlîat we muent geV
ouffthe platforan befure the curtain rose again.

Tite îtext that appeared on the Stage was about
a hif-dIozti Scotcli lassies witli ld-fitslaio:îed
musical instrumlenats. ait(](lrossed as they 8ipmosed
ancient daiunes attir'il thieniselvts iii Auld -8cotia.
ileîy sanîg itcng they called IlAtilî Sçotch Sig,

that II brouqiît tige lieuse <lown, 80 to Apeak, aîîd
I, that ain so fond of Scotch music, thoîîgh vvithot
a (trop of Scotch blood inii ny veille so fat-'k 1 kaaow,
was jiiet deliglited with tho ''twirlo'tli-ir toguos"
as ait old Highland lady put it. It seeaned 0iach
easier Vo fiaid 01(1 Scotch sonigs tban aniy oî lier that
'twas liard Vo prevent Vhact choosin' aill from th<e
saine nation, se we decided, as wvc weý.e ail protty
inucli Britishi, we'd have Eiîglich and Irish songe as
weII. Thoin soie wan ted Vo pe i sonîate Mary, Q teen
o' Scots, and Qncon Victoria, in ancient costumes,
but neither o' theni iere oldmîaids, and ive .%eren't
givin' a theatro eiLlier. Wc0 favorod Qtieen Eliza-
beth, however, in a tableau towards the eud, aîîd one
of the maide read a Literary Production of that
period, and 'twas liked very inucli; se wais the har-
per behind the secen, sîîpposedl Vo be playing ho-
fore the Queen. Wc bail El.len Douglas, too, lefore
'Vwas over. 0f course wve had neoutt-door eceniery,
but wo had oli Allen-bance, almeet out, of view,
playing on the harp while she sang Vo an imsginary
King James. WVo didn't forget old Ireland cither,
for one of tho girls lied learut an old cong front lier
grandmother, end the broguewasperfect. A num-

ber of sweet old Irish melodies followed. They
%vere ail wveil-prepaured, nd seeined. te ho appre.
Cîited. too. 'lare was a song iii pure Gaelic aiso,
aîad 1 believe tilay mnade ail atussipjt to get Soule.
thinig W~etsh, but failed. Thlere were readiîigsaild
t-eciLatioiis, ail liistorie and iaaterestaag, ebpùciaaiy
olle î.hat wvus a t ,uching aucýUlit ol ail uncieaît etiai
gration. Last et ail cealie a tableau conuposed of
tiaree youug giris standing witli bands jeineid.
Each worc a enat crowiî anîd was dressed iii one of
i he Nationial Fl mgs--Etiglisli, Irishi, aîîd Scotch.
BEch recited a short union 8election, and then Vlîey
sang a trio. 'Tw~as thotiglits we miglit close witiî
IlAuld Lang Syne," but 1 objected as 1 thouglît
'Vwati a drnmkin' Song, sO ive decitded Vo have a siii-
pie chorus togethier, aud close with IlGod Save the
Qn)teen."

'fiais wvas the programme pretty muoh. I forgot
to tell yon wheil the Supper caîie in, but then old
mu11ids are noV suppo.edi Vo reneiner overything,
and always ho proper like other foîke. Seeaie Vo
mne folkia genieraily rix onie standard for theiselvec,
and amiother for the old imide, as thougli ia' a
matter of course that Vhey should ho occentric, and
I think Vhoy Vry Vo make us ont se, so's Vo justify
the titie they gîve us, thougli why we shouàid ho
more se tian other folks of out age, or young people
tliet aot without judgment I can't say. But there,
I watit te claie Vue eccontrioity in this case as au
excuse for my blunder.

Weil, tho supper was no blunder anyway ; freint
beginniiîg Vo end itwas a uccess. Tie folkBsataB
long as they clîcose, and iaughied and oiaatted and
liait a real good Lime. Tliey eeemed Vo enjoy the
plain, old-fashionod fare, and aise the etaid old
maidis rnoviiîg about co quitiy and hein' always
rea(ly with their oatineal-cookies, flaky petato-
cakes and their old-fablhîoned tarte and pies and
turnovers, aud scolies and fresl relis with lioney.

lCverylaody praised the cooking and ae their fill,
and we got the thîatkfullest vote of thanka 1 ev-ci
hourd. lit spito of the way tliinga disappearcd, I
don't thinic anyhody got an attack of indigestion
froîn amaythinz Vhey ate, for it was reel hygienic
coekciîg. Voni see we liad sevoral meetiiî's aboutit,
and decided just what wvas te ho providod and how
it was te be prcpared, aîîd withour, wantin' Vo hoast,
1 (Io say, anîd feel pretty cure, that ne young man
wvent ont o' there with the beginning of un umîleal-
tliy appetite created cithier hy treacherous flavor-
ings eo' by delicato tidhits that Serve te pargiper mInd
tatitalizc the taste rather titan te satisfy a iteaithy
appetite.

If more wives and mothers would becomo old
i muaids îatsLead aîîd givo their tiane te studyiag plain,

heailtiy cookiat', perliaps tlie wvorldI woul seuni sec
fever dliseaseml petites, and self -indulgent sons,
amd-fewer ilotoe gr'aves.

Wnilo the Lord sues fit to delay the Millenium,
(if it'a rcahly true that such a tlîiiîg is Vo corne),
thon 1 hope and trust hoe will deign Vo hionor and
blocs, the prayers of 'an old rnaid.

TIIF ES'».

Loeked In.
SN the summer of sonie time since, Harry Tren-
Ston, who had for a year past b&(n a farm.-hand

on a great vineyard in Fresno county, Cali-
ifornia, was begiuîning to think that advance.

ment for him wvas slowv, and that, as far as lie coutl
see, lie mighit romain a farin.band the rest of his
hf e.

Trenton hadl workod hiard and faithfully, and
like many another young man before him, was now
rnaking the mistake of thinking that bis liard wvork
and fafthfulness had not been noticed by his emn-
ployer.

Beforo long lie found out lit. error, for one even-
ing Mr. Eller, the owner of the vinoyard, sent for
liiîn, and whon hoe arrived "t tho office, greeted him
with the blunt but kindly remark :
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