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HOW WOLFE TOOK QUEBEC.

The mightiest fleet that ever ploughed
the North American seas was ready to sail
out of the harbor of Louisburg on June the
lst, 1759, Twenty-two great line-of-battle
ships and as many frigates and transports,
crowded with 9,000 soldiers and sailors,
composed the colossal armament.  Pitt
Meant to strike a deadly blow at French
Power in North America, by besieging the
ffffﬁl'ess of Quebec. The men chosen to
rect the attack were worthy of the vast
responsibility. The senior naval officer was
dmiral Sir Charles Saunders, one of the
ravest and most skilful commanders in the
g's  service. Under Saunders were
Holmes and Durrell. But - the hopes of
1tt and of all England were centred on the
¢courage and talents of a young man of
thirty.three, to whom the success of the
old enterprise had been entrusted.
oung as he was, James Wolfe had al-
Teady Seen eighteen years of the most ardu-
°U8 military service, and had acquitted him-
:elf Wwith distinction on some of the hardest
ought fields of Europe. He was at Dettin-
Ren, Fontenoy, Culloden and Rochefort.
at € ml}itary genius and valor he displayed
Loulsburg had made bis name a house-
old word throughout all England, whilst
c“’ €Xploits were the subject of song in
Very barrack room of the vast British Em-
Pire.  Wolfe was endowed with many high
?[‘:]'illt}es. Though somewhat petulant and
pr patient .o§ delay, his good judgment,
w:mPt de.cmon and dashing fearlessness
of Illl.for hl_m the confidence and admiration
ci ity Spldlers. He was the strictest of dis-
otg Marians and forgave no mnegligence in
iscers or men—yet this only heightened
that, }Il’opu_lanty amongst those who knew
in bi e disregarded comfort and even health
gt l:] zeal for the service and his enthusi-
003 hevotlon to its interests. From child-
o e had been a confirmed invalid. His
ode ag Burke' said, * an enterprising soul
0:1%91? In a delicate constitution.” He sel-
is ad an hour free from pain, yet when
on tp"eﬂf!nce Wwag necessary, in the camp or
£ by e ﬁeld,'he never betrayed the severity
one ;lfsuﬂ'ermgs. W.el'l bath it been said by
tain h'o%d’ “ 'I_‘be’splrlt of & man will sus-
Were Is l_nﬁrmlt,y: ' Thbough his inclinations
he W:Omal and his feelings generally tender,
sf‘VeriSt at tl}neB. capable of exercising that
eve ¥ which is a prominent characteristic
Rones rly great general. Wolfe’s brigadiers-
Beng a IW(’re Moncton, Murray and Towns-
2enlo, all men of commanding talents, all
.0U8 for the service. In one vessel was
Oui‘;taﬂt-(}eneral Barre, a brilliant and
ost 8%0U8 young Irishman, one of the
Wrotep(’Plllar officers of the fleet. He too
eatineghe “Lotters of Junius.” He was
Carecy to & strange and adventarous
the u,a!'ld lived to serve the King under
cupi, . T0Ing East Indian sun, In the Por-
Was a young officer, John Jervis,
“ ath after achievements named him
hin toer of the British Navy,” and raised
Wothey ® peerage as Earl St. Vincent. In
% mailiy, vessel, wag Navigator Cook, acting
to oir 8-master. He had yet three times
fap o Mnavigate the globe—to diccover
cor (1 8lands, and like a mi
o ds, ike a mighty necroman-
thoygy exhibit to a wondering world the
for al.l 8 of coral reefs and other strange
begy ]alons. on which myriads of insects had
e orlpg for untold centuries.
g goy Breat fleet began to weigh anchor,
the ove %il on the 1st of June, but it was
hag elenmg of the 6th before the last vessel
8ted the harbor of Louisburg. Dur-
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rell, who had intercepted a French frigate
sailing to the relief of Quebec, had only
succeeded in capturing two vessels. The
craft were of little value, but on board were
found several well executed maps of the St.
Lawrence, which were of great use to the
Britizh in overcoming the difficulties of the
river navigation, By showing false colors
te British inveighled some French pilots
into their hands, but the bearing of these
captives was so cflonsive tha the insulted
Englishmen dispensed with their services,
and sailed without accident, even through
the Traverse Channel b-tween Orleans
Island and the north shore. The fleet
anchored off Orleans Island, and Wolfe,
with a small body of troops, disembarked,
and took station on its western point. He
had much to contemplate. The scene was
one of entrancing beauty, The great river
dividing itself into two channels, the well
cultivated shore country dotted with pretty
farm houses—above all and scarcely four
miles distant, the mighty rock of Quebec,
surmounted with ramparts, standing senti-
nel over the town on the strand at its base,
All this was calculated to affect the sensi-
tive mind of the young general. Not Bal-
boa, “ gazing from a peak of Darien " on the
noble expanse of the newly discovered Pa-
cific, could have been more entranced. As
Wolfe keenly examined the north shore
and saw how strongly fortified and how
seemingly inaccessible it was, the greatness
of his undertaking and the uncertainty of
its accomplishment, impressed him strongly.
He could not clearly discern the shore line
beyond the citadel, but the suspicion raised
by Navigator Cook, who had examined the
river charts, that encamping on the Plains
of Abraham was impossible, was streng-
thened in the mind of Wolfe. This was
part of the plan he had communicated to
Pitt,

While Wolie is keenly scrutinizing the
line of French defencos, it will not be inop-
portune briefly to review a few pages of
history, the better to understand how France
came into collision with England in the
New World, and to see the importance of
the critical move in the game of North
American supremacy which brought the
English fleet within cannon-shot of Quebec.

-

Conflict between the English and French
in North America was unavoidable. The
immediate causes of contention were rivalry
in the Indian trade and territorial claims
over the rich valley of the Ohio. Beneath
these causes, and aggravating them, was the
deep rooted conviction of the colonists of
both nations that the continent was not
broad enough for the two races. The coast
settlements of the Iinglish had expanded
and become populous. The colony of James-
town sent forth adventurous spirits who
drove away or bought off the native tribes
and established themselves—a proud and
enterprising people—in the Virginian moun-
tains.

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Con-
necticut were now old colonies, whose sons,
not content with their patrimony, saw a
boundless field for enterprise in the untilled
regions of tho ¢ Great West.” Tue Pennsyl-
vanians were advancing their frontiers up
the eastera slope of the Alleghanies, whilst
missionaries and traders, boldly crossing the
mighty ridge, by their very daring disarm-
ed the j:alousy of th- redmen and became
popular in their councils. The Datch set-
tlers of New York were encroaching on In-
dian territory towards Lake Houricon (Lake
George), which was utilizad as a baptismal
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font by the Jesuit missionaries. Thus the
French named this beautiful sheet ¢ The
Lake of the Sacrament.”

Nor was New France less aggressive.
But her line of action was different, the
chief aim of its governors being to pos-
sess and fortify strategetic points. Farm-
ing operationgs were confined to narrow
strips cn either bank of the St. Lawrence
and the Richelieu, and they were conducted
in the half-hearted manuer that character-
ized the days of the Seignorial Tenure,
Seignorial rents were not oppressive nor
were the other duties of this western feudal-
ism, as far as the relations of the tenant
and bis lord were concerned. C('onsidering
the circumstances of a people who were not
cager to battle with the wilderness and had
little of the self-reliance and sturdy inde-
pendence of the New Englander, the system
wag calculated not greatly to develop the
country, but to prevent the small farming
population from running wild in the woods,
Whilst the Seigniors were not receiving large
revenues from their estates, the exactions
of the central authorities at Quebec and
Montreal were most oppressive. Govern-
ors, intendants, commandants of forts, con-
tractors and monopolists of every stripe
combined to rob the poor habitant by forc-
ing him to sell his produce at ruinously low
prices and in times of scarcity selling him
back the same at exorbitant rates. From
these and other tyrannical measures the
only avenue of escape for the French colon-
ist was to turn bushranger—a life varied
by fighting fierce beasts, shooting dangerous
rapids, or making an occasional foray on the
frontier villages of the Dutch and English.
Though husbandry languished, military op-
erations were conducted with great energy
and patriotic spirit.

New France was essentially a military
colony. Her very existence was threatened
by a rival of nearly twenty times her popu-
lation. The French policy was to construct
and maintain a chain of forts from Quebec
to the mouth of the Mississippi. Of these
some were substantially built of solid mason-
ry and were considered impregnable to the
attacks of light-armed -civilized troops or
bands of hostile Indians. Others were main-
ly wooden structures with stone bastions,
while many were wooden blockhouses sur-
rounded by palisades. Some of these forts
were quite inaccessible to artillery, except
of the very lightest, and so considered safe
enough in case of attack.

Wedged in between the British and
French colonies were the forests of New
York, inhabited by the ¢ Six Nations ” of
Iroquois. Both British and French assidu-
ously bribed and courted these tribes, as
their warriors were so skilled in forest fight-
ing that their services were invaluable.
The Iroquois were the fiercest and craftiest
of the North American Indians, not like
the few survivors of the ol races yet re-
maining in the north, their energies para-
lyzed by civilizing influences, but such fiery
spirits as in the far south-west scourge
the frontier settlements of Arizona and New
Mexico. These confederated redmen had
a policy which was a wise one for a people
situated as they were. They would not
ally themselves too closely with either Eng-
lish or French, but would balance one
against the other and await developments,
for they knew that with either English or
French successful their own lease of occupa-
tion would expire,

To 1753 the Marquis Du Quesne came
to Oanada, having, along with his commis-
sion as governor, instructions which accord-




