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110W WOLFE TOOK QUEBEC.

The mightiest fleet thagt ever ploughed
the North Arnerican scas was ready to sal
out cf the harbor of Iouisburg on June the
1St, 1759. Twenty-two great line-of-battie
'hips aud as many frigates and transports,
crowded with 9,000 soldiers and sailors,
COmnPoscd the colossal armamnent. Pitt
Iùeant to strike a deadly blow at French
Power in North America, by bcsieging the
fortress of Quebec. Thîe me ch'osen to
direct the attack were worthy of the vast
responsibility. The senior naval officer xvas
Admirai Sir Charles Saunders, one cf the
bravest and most skiiful commanders in the
Xing 's service. Under Saunders were
1101mes and Durrell. But the hopes cf
Pitt and cf ail England were centred on the
courage and talents of a young man cf
thirtYirce, te wbom the success of the
bold enterprise had been entrusted.

Young as he was, James Wolfe had ai-
reody seen eigbteen years cf the most ardu-

OSiilitary service, and biad acquitted hum-
self With distinction on sorne cf the hardest
fongbt fields cf Europe. H1e was at iDettin-
gen, Fontenoy, Culloden and Bochefort.
The inilitary genius and valor he dispiayed
a't Leuisburg had made bis naine a house-
bisd Word throughout ail England, whiist

bi cXPloits were the snbject of seong i
Cvery barrack rom cf the vast British Em-
Pire. Wolfe was endowed with many higb
qualities. Though somewhat petulant and
impati"Ent cf deiay> bis good judgment,
Prompt decision and dashing fearlessuess

70n for hlm the confidence and ailmiration
Of bis soldiers. He m as the strictest cf dis-

Ofliris an forgave ne negligenco in
Oicer por 5 e-yet this cnly heigbtened
thit heuart amongst those wlo knew
ina h disregarded comfert and even health

'big zeal for the service and bis enthusi-
"8tic devotion te its interests. Frein chiid-
hod he had been a confirmed iuvalid. is

WasR Burke said, Ilan enterprising seul
lodged lu a delicate constitution." 1le sEl-
demO had an heur free frein pain, yet when
b'8 Pr'eseîice was nocessary, in the camp or
on the field, be neyer betrayed the severity

of i Suf "Thegs Well bath it been said by
tIle bI Odr Th spirit cf a mani wîll sus-
tairn bscialrmt n Tbougb bis inclinations
bver soca tiMsis feelings generally ternder,
cfvt Wb 'vicb is a prominent cbaracteristic

Of very great grimerai. Welfe's brigadiers-
g"(rlwero Moncton, Murray and Towns-

heud, "Il1 men cf cemnianding talents, al2'ý%IcUs for the service. In one vessel was
AIjutant4.4eneral Barre, a brilliant and

Couet pouîaryours rishman, eue cf theIltr opua of c f the fleýet. Hie tocWte the "lLe tters cf Junius." He was
dtied te a strange and adventurous
the b uad lived te serve the King under
tu . Uruing East Indian sun., In the Por-
Whu Was a yeung officer, John Jervis,

0 eafter achievements namied humi
altber cf the Britisb Navy," and raised
&lI oth, peerage as Earl St. Vincent. In

as lot.er "ssel, was Navigator Cook, acting
to el]"9-luastr.ie bad yet tbree times
fa 'cloavigate the globe-to dircever

'Off~ illands, aud like a mighty necromran-
th echibit te a wondering wor'ýd tbe
forisatd8 cf corai reefs and other strange

eeton1 w ich myriads cf inseots had
'0' oPingfor untold centurics.
d s eat feet began te weigh ancor,the s eii on the lat cf June, but it was

ha e" . iug cf the 6th before tbe last vessel
elea'6d the barber of Louisburg. Dur-
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reli, who had intercepted a French frigato
sailing te the relief cf Queboc, had cnly
succeeded in capturing twe vessels. The
craft were cf little value, but on board were
found several w'ell executed maps cf tbe St.
Lawrence, 'whicb were cf great use te the
British in eîercomin g the difficulties cf the
river navigation. By showing false colors
te Britiehli eighled some French pilots

inte their bards, but the bearing cf tbese
captivus ivas se cfffosive t) at the insultcd
Englishmen dispensed with theïr services,
and sailed without accident, even thrcugh
the Traverse Channel býtwcen Orleans
Island and the nortb shore. The fleet
auchored off Orleans Island, and Wolfe,
with a sinaîl body cf treeps, disembarked,
and teck station cn its western pcint. Ho
bad much toe c)nte)nplate. The scene was
cne cf entrancîng beauty. The great river
dividing itself inte twc channels, the well
cuitivated shore country dctted witb pretty
faim houses-abeve ail and scarcely four
miles distant, the mighty rock cf Quebec,
surmcunted with ramparts, standing senti-
nel over the town on the strand at its base.
Ail this was calculated te affct the sensi-
tive mind cf the young general. Net Bal-
boa, Ilgazing frein a peak cf Darien "on the
noble expanseocf the newiy discovered Pa-
ci*fi, could have been more entranccd. As
Welfe keeniy examined the north sbore
and saw how strcnîg1y fortiied antd hew
seemingiy inaccessiblo it was, the greatuesa
cf bis undertaking aud the uncertainty cf
its accemnplishinent, impressed him strengly.
Hie could net clearly discern the sbore liue
beycnd the citadel, but the suspicion raised
by Navigator Cook, wbo had examined the
river charts, that encamnping oxi the Plains
cf Abrahamn wss impossible, was streng-
thened in the mind of Wolfe. This was
part cf the plan ho had communicated te
Pitt,

While Wol e la keenly scrutinizing tbe
lineocf French defenc-,s, it will net ho inop-
portune briefly te review a few pages cf
history, the botter te understand hew France
came iute collision with England in the
New World, sud te se the importance cf
the critical move in the gaine cf North
American supremacy which brouglht the
English fleet within cannon-shet cf Qîebec.
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Confliet, betweon the Engiish and French
iu North America was unavoidable. The
immediate causes cf contention were rivalry
in the Indian trade aud territorial claima
ever the rich valley cf the Ohilo. Beneath
these causes, and aggrava i ng tlem, was the
deep roeted cenviotion cf the colonists cf
botb nations that the continent was net
broad eneugh fer the two races. The cost
settlements cf the Enîglish had expanded
and beceme popuicus. The colcny cf James-
town sent forth adventurous spirits wbo
drove away or bcught off the native tribes
and estabiished themnselves-a proud sud
enterprising people-in the Virginian moun-
tains.

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Cen-
necticut were nom, old colonies, wbose sons,
not content with their patrimony, saw a
boundless field for enterprise in the uutilied
regions of thc IlGreat West." Tue Pennsyl-
vaiians were advancing their f rentiers up
the esterd siope cf the Allegbanies, wbilst
missionaries aud traders, boidly crossing the
mighty ridge, by their very daring disarin-
ed the j lalousy cf th, redmen sud became
popular in their councils. The Datch set-
tiers cf New York were encroaching on In-
dian territory towards Lke Houricon (Like
George), which was utiliz,ýd as a baptismal
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font by the Jesuit missionaries. '[bus the
French named this beautiful abeet IlThe
Lake cf the Sacrainent."

Nor was New France lesa aggrcssive.
But ber line cf action was diffcrent, the
chief aim cf its governers being te )os-
secs a nd fortify strategetie points. Farin-
ing operations weîe confined te narrow
strips cn either bank cf the St. Lawrence
and th>e Rlichleu, and tbey wcre conducted
ln the lialf-heartî d niner tliet character-
ized the days cf thie Seig'noria] Tenure.
Seignorial rnta wcre ot oppressive nior
were the ether duties cf this western feudal-
isin, as fair as the relations cf tho tenant
and bis lord were concerned. C'onsidering
the cîrcuinstances cf a people wbc were neot
cager te battle with the wildcrness and had
littie cf the seif-reliance and sîturdy inde-
pendonce cf the New Englander, the systein
was caiculated net greatly te develep the
country, but te prevent the sinali farming
population frein running wild in the woods.
Whiist the Seignioî's were not receiving large
revenues frein thoir estates, the exactions
cf the central authoritios at Qui-bec sud
Montreai were moat oppressive. Goveru-
crs, intendants, commandants cf forts, con-
tractcrs and monepolists cf every stripe
combined te ro> the poor habitant hy forc-
ing hlm te seli bis preduce at ruincusly low
prices and lu times cf scarcity selng bina
back the saine at exorbitant rates. Froin
these and other tyrannicai measures the
oniy avenue cf escape for the French colon-
jat was te turu bushrangr-a hie varied
by fighting tierce beasts, sboetin g dangerous
rapids, or making an occasional foray on the
frontier villages cf tbe Dutch and Etîgiab.
Though husbandry languished, miiitary op-
eratiens were conductod witb great energy
and patrictie spirit.

New France was essentiaiiy a military
cclcny. lier very existence was threatened
hy a rival cf nearly twenty times ber popu-
lation. The Frencli policy was to coustruet
and maintain a chain cf forts frein Quebec
te the mcuth cf the Mississippi. 0f these
seme were substantially built cf soiid mason
ry and weîe considered impregnabie te the
attacks cf li ght-armed civilized troopa or
bauds cf hostile Indians. Others were main-
Iy woodon structures with stene bastions,
whiie many were woodon biockhouses sur-
rounded by palisades. Somie cf these forts
were quite inaccessible te artiliery, except
cf the very lightest, aud se considered safe.
enough in case cf attack.

Wedged in between the British and
French colonies were the forestg cf New
York, inhabited by the "lSix Nations" of
Iroquois. Bcth British sud French assidu-
cusly bribed and courted these tnibes, as
their warriers were se skilied lu foreat fight-
ing that their services were invaluabis.
The Iroquois were the fierceat sud craftiest
cf the North American Indians, net like
the few survivers cf the oli races yet re-
maining lu the north, their energies para-
lyzed by civiliziug influences, but sucb fiery
spirits as lu the far soutb-west scourge
the frentier settiemeuts cf Arizona sud New
Mexico. These confederated redmen had
a peiicy which was a wise eue for a people
situated as they were. They would net
ally theinseives toc closely with either Eng-
lisb or French, but would balance oe
againat the other sud await developinents,
for they knew that with either Eugiish or
French successful their owu lease cf occupa-
tien would expire.

In 1753 the Marquis Du Quesue came
te Canada, having, along with bis commis-
sion as goveruor, instructions which accord-


