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oves which form one of the principal produets
c,hf .‘\bwk‘.

At Killisnoo is & great market for herring
uil, of which 400,000 gnlluns are made yearly.
And thon there sare the numercus canneties,
where the Chinaman and the Indian may be
seen at work in myriads duving the season,
oarning god wages for himself and bringing
great gains to his employer. 8o profitable are
those canuories that instances came under my
notice in which, though they st between one
and two hundred thousand dollars, they paid
for themselves in vue venr and left a good pro-
fit besides.

Yus, Englaud made a ssd mistake when ahe
refused to take Alaska, with it 532,000 square
miles, ita populntion of 50,000, its gold mines,
its stores of other minerals, its vast wealth of
fish, its valuable sealing interests, and its
trade, which in 1888, the last year to which
the figures at hand rvofer, amounted to §3,100,-
000, all of which she could have secured for
87,200,000, the sum which our more enter-
prising neighbour paid for it.  Nor is it the
frozen region that many suppose,  Against ita
shores, at least the wory southerly, beats the
warit Japau current, which ensures & mean
temperature of 44.79, and seldom allows of the
furmation of ice at the soa level,

I the tourist is fortunate enough to go one
of those trips when the steamer divergea from
her usual course to call al the Queen Charlotte
Inslanda, which are separated from the British
Columbis coast by Hecate Strait, so much the
better. He will have the opportunity of see-
ing something of the Hydah Indians, faat
becoming extinct, and whose place inay he oo-
oupied in the near future by the hardy Crof-
ters, whom it is proposed te settle on portions
of Vancouver and the Quuen Charlotte Islands,
The Hydahs are an interesting people. They
ars more skilful than most of the aborigines,
their cacving in wood and stone, and their
silverwork being of & high onder of excellence.

The two wecks spont in a trip up the north-
ern portion of the west coast of North Amerion
s 1ot westexl,  The trip soross the continent
s nut complote without this appendix. The
lover of nature, the invalid in search of health,
the sportaman who loves to hunt big gnme, the
ethnologiat giving his study to races fast be-
coming extinet, and the politivian or the politi-
en) economist who wishes to sse for himself the
extent and resourves of this great country, will
ol bo amply repaid. And » kodak wili be
found a good teavelling companion.

J, JONES BELL.
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Hore underneath the glowing sun,
A landnoape fair before mine eyes,
Above me the blue smiling skies,
1 countad frietdn full many » one.
With ghostly tread time hath but run
A fow short months ; the old year dies!
Here underneath the glowing san,
A Iandscape fair before mine eyes.

Within my soul, of faney apun,
A pew ideal doth aviss : Lo
Seck thon the highest | Duty cries.
Ol ties are broken, vows undone,
Here underneath the glowing sun,
MARY MORGAN (GOWAN LEE)

Montreal, Decomber, 1892,

Truth ix an impessible to be soiled by any
outward touch as the sunbeaw,— Milton. ,

Sometimen we may learn nore from & man’s
errors than from his virtues, — Longlellow.
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There is no study more interesting than
that of the origin of language ; whence came
and how originated this wondrous power of
articulate speech ! For man alone is the speak-
ing animal. He has been called the laughing
animal, the firo-using animal, It hax been
said, again, that his chief distinction from the
lower animals is that he alone has grasped the
power and potency that lies in the thumb,
But more than aught clse, he is the spenking
animal. It is true others have means of com-
munication of varicus degrees of excellence,
but man slone has articulate speech. No
acientist has gone so far as to claim a grammar
for even the wost highly developed lower ani-
mals ; for the apes, for example, which moat
nearly resemmble man in form, or for the ants,
whioh, Bir John Lubbock tells us, most nearly
vesemble him in intellect. Man, therefore, is
the only animal whose langusge is progressive
in any true sense.  The tame dog harks some-
what differently from the way in which the wild
dow barks ; the tame oanary sings somewhat
differently from the way in which the wild
cauary sings. Hut in all its essentials the lan-
guage of the lower animal« is non-progrossive.
The language of man alone is capable of
dovelopment ; he nlone has written speech and
litersture, \

There st varioua theories as to the urigin
of human speech, First: That of the Bible,
which represonta our first parents as perfect,
in language as in everything else—which re-
prosents, for oXample, the animals as being

brought before Adam to be named by him

“and whatsoever Adamn called evory animal,
that was the name thereof. What this fisst
language waa, according to this theory, we do
not know. The pioun Jews believed it to have
been Hebrew : tho Highlanders of Scotland
are said to believe it to have been Gaelie.
Acgording to this first explanation, that lan-
guage sprang into being full-grown, ss did
Minerva from the head of Jove, there was but
one language for all the world until the tower
of Babel did its fateful work, *tand the Lord
cunfounded the tongues of men.”

then, is directly a divine gift. It is the last
soal of divinity stamped by God upon His
intelligent offepring, and proves wmore con-
clusively than does his upright form or than
* his countenanoe commercing with the skies,”
that he is miade in the image of God. Secondly :
That wan is endowed with s linguistic, as ha'is
with an artistio, and many another faculty, and
that, under proper vonditions, this linguistic
faculty becomes ever wore highly developed.
‘That is s with other things, wo bere. Prime-
val man had this getm, as it were, withia him,
and cultivation has evolved therefrom the
myrind forms of speech found in the world
to-day. This theory is, I baligve, the ome
now geanerslly accepted, supported, sk it is, by
analogies in so many flelds of Nature and of
Art. ‘

.7 Hardly loas intaresting than this question
are the many others resting upon or connected :
with it ; the origin of wan-—whetlier hs wak
ereatod in one spot or in several spots, and
whether perfect or not; and how arvee the
diversities of laugusge ; and how there wame
to be such » thing s s gramanar—whether the

primitive words were mere interjections, ex-
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snother. An sitempt to anawer those would
take us too far afield; but, at any rate, one
thing is plain: the study of language is of .




