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( with no topping place but the throne or the scaffold,' P
. .. .making playtbinge of ideas, people, religions, b

and Governments, managing mankind with incomparableo
dexterity and butality, in the cboice o! me ans as o! ends, t
a superior artiet, inexhaustible in prestiges, seductions, p
corruption and intimidation, wonder!ul, and yet morea
terrible than any wild beast suddenly turned in on a berdd
of browing cattie."n

Having tasted in Itaiy the swoets o! command, he finds E
it impossible any longer to obey. Il In hie eyes the fleet, i
the army, France and humanity, exiet only for bim, and i
are created only for hie service." "lOn the throne aso
in the camp, whetber Genemai, Consul, or Emperor, hoe
remains only the military adventurer, and cames oniy forc
bis own advancement." "Soldieme," he eaid, 11I need t
your lives, and you owe tbem to me." IlYou are not a i
soldier," he exclaimed to Metternich; IlYou do not know the
impulses o! a solcier's breast I have grow nup on the
battle.field and a man like me does not came a-- for the lives I
o! a million men!" "The aspiration for universal dominionu
is in hie very nature; it may be modified, kept in check, butf
neyer can it becompiet.ely tifled." '4Unquestionably, with
such a chaacter nobody can live ; bis geniue je too vast,a
too haneful, and aIl the more becausie it 15 50 vast; wart
will last as long as he reigns; lit is in vain to reduce him,p
to confine hlm at home, to drive him back within thev
ancient frontiers o! France; no barrier wiii retrain him ;t
no treaty will bind im ; peace with him will neyer ber
other than a truce; he will use it simply te, ecover bim-
self, and, as soon as he bas donetb is, he wiii begin again ;s
he is, in hie very essence, anti-social." This became thee
pro!ound conviction o! ail Europe, and led to the power-t
fuI combination againet whicb bis geniue trnggied in vain.L

*Napoleon's nilitarv entemprises and triumphs bulk s0
largeiy in hi8tory that his achievements in practicai states-t
manship lire apt to be ightiy considered if not absoutelya
overlooked. Iris geniue shone as bightiy in the Cabinet
as on the field ; but while the fruits o! hie splendid victo-
ries were quickly lost, the political system he devised for
France stili remains. I"By virtue o! bis instinct, wbich
h4 despotic; by virtue o! his education, whicb is claesic
and Latin, lie conceives human associations not in the
modemn fashion, Germanie and Christian, as a concert o!
initiations starting foa below, but in the antique fashion,
pagan and Romnan, as a hierarchy o! authorities imposed
!rom above"; and it is therefore, on theî model o! the
Roman Empire that he recontructed France. "This does
not mean that lie copies-lie restores bis conception is
not plagiaiemn. but a case of atavism; it cornes to him
tbrough the nature o! hie intellect and througb racialt
traditions." Space wilI not permit us to enter upon anE
examination o! the eystem o! civil govemumnent eotablished
ly Napoleon. [te principal feature w@6s political and
administrative centralization. I l)espotic taditionaliy,
and monopoliets tbrougb their situation," the Bourbons
aecepted, " with no regrets, the systeinatic demolition
eflected by the Constituent Assembiy, and the sytematic
centralization instituted by the Firet Consul." "They
lept in the bed o! Napoleon." Even nowadaye, Ilthree-

quartera o! the municipal councils, for three-fourtbs o!
their business, hold sessions oniy to give signatures. Their
prptended deliberations are imply a parade !ormality ;
the impulsion and direction continue to corne !rom with.
out and from above; under the third Repubiic, as under
the Restoration and the firet Empire, it is alwaye the
centrai State which govemne the' local society ; amid al
the wranglings and disputes, in spite o! paesing conflicte it
is, and remains, the initiator, proposer, leader, controller,1
accountant and executor o! every undertaking ; the pre-
ponderating power in the department as weil as in the
commune."

We bave not had an opportunity to compare Mr.
Durand'e translation with the French text, but without
doîng Bo it is possible to !orm some opinion as to whether
the work bas been done well or ill. If we cannot judge o! its
menits as a transiation,we may at least judge o! its quaiity as
Englieh prose. Now, in reading this book, one gete at once
and always the conviction that it is a translation, and one
frequentiy comes acrose expressions and sentences that are
certainly not good Englieh. Some sucb expressions and
sentences may bc !ound even in the passages we bave
quoted : p. 2, "lApamt and beyond these "; p. 15, "inclines
to the firit that offers and then to wbo," etc.-tbe whole
passage is very lumsily constructed ; p. 17, "lcharges him
witb tho most diegraceful imputations." Then, on p. 341,
we find Ilsalaried functionaries and other benevolent ama-
teurs," and on p. 342, "lstill greater influence or produc-
tion on labour and on business." We find, also, sorne
unueual or unwarranted words, and womde iraproperly
used: p. 128, Ilhonoriic " for honorary, or, more ikely,
honourable ; p. 226, Ilheaithier " for more wholesome ;
p. 294, "llocative " for local, and p. 350, "lparasite " for
parasitic, are a few o! those we have noted. In the note,
p. 16, the date o! Murat's desertion is given as "11824,"
an obvioue mistake for 1814.

TuE ODYSSEY O oHmER Transiated by George Herbert
Palmer, Alford Professor o! Philosophy in Harvard
University. Boston and New York : Hioughton,
Mifflin and Company ; Cambridge : The Riverside
Press. 1891.

So long as men read Greek-nay, so long as they read
anythiug at aIl in the way o! literature properly so caiied
-Bo long will they read Homer. 'And eo long as they
read Homer, so long wiil the majority o! grown-up reademe

prefem the Odyeeey to the Iliad. Tiurtl8 too Lunh of
rloodshed and battle in the Song of Troy to suit the taste
of ordinary readers. It is ail very well for boys who love
tales of thrilling adventure to gloat over the deeds of
prowess of the Acha.n and Trojan beroes, but the mildle-
aged reader will ind far more to interest bim in the wan-
derings of the eesentially human Ulysses, and the faith!ul-
ness of the womanly Penelope. Professor Palmer's book
is, in one ffense, a disappointing book to the cmitic. Theme
ie very littie to lay hold of-no introductory essaye, for
instance, broaching startiing theories about the authorship
of the Homeric poeme, such that the critic can use them
as a text for a sermon displaying bis own learning and
critical acumen. The translator's aims have been limited
to giving a faitbful rendering of the Odyssey, "lto report,
in aIl their delicacy, the events which Homer reports,..

.. to employ pemsistently the veracious language-the
language o! prose-rather than the dream language, the
language of poetry ; and etili to confess that the story,
unlike a bare record of fact, is, thmoughout, like poetry,
illuminateid with an underglow of joy."

He bas distinctly eucceeded in attaining the modest
and yet difficult object which he set before himsel!. The
translation which he bas published reads like very good
prose, and that precisely for the reason that it is so
very poetical, and that the Ilundemglow of joy " is 80 cdis-
tinctly msrked. W@ will quote one extract fmom the
return o! Ulysses to Penelope in the twenty-third book:

"As lie spoke thus, ber knees grew feeble and ber very
soul, when shte recognized the tokens whicb Odyse' us
exactly told. Then, bursting into tsars, she ran straighir
toward him, threw ber arme round Odysseus' neck and
kissed hie face and said:

I'Odybseus, do not scorn me ! Ever before, yen were
the wisest o! mankind. The gode have sent uLi sorrow,
and grudged our etaying side by side to share the joys o!
youtb and reach the threshold o! old age. But do not be
angry with tue now, nor take it ili that when 1 firet eaw
you 1 did not greet you thus ; for the heart witbin my
breast wae always trembling. I feared some man might
comte and cheat me with hie tale. Many a man makes
wicked echemes for gain. Nay, Argive Helen, the daughter
o! Zeus, would not bave given hersel! to, love a et ranger if
slw had known how wamrior sons o! the Achoeans would
bring ber borne again back to ber native land.'"

This is a fair specimen of the eminently readable style
in which the tra nslation is written.

It ie a difficuit thing eatiefactorily to use prose as a
mnedium for translating a poetical work. Lt bas, however,
thie advantage over a versitied translation, that greater
aocuracy je attainable. We have gone throughi one or two
books, came! ully comparing the translation with tbe origi-
nal, and we can testi!y that in point of accuracy of echo-
larship, Prof. Palmter's book leaves us very little to be
desired.

A CAPITAL sketch o! Captain Staire by the Edîtor
appeare in the Young Canadian of~ the l5tb mest., which
will prove o! genuine and patriotic interest to eivery
young Canadian meader.

LUMBERINO in Canada is weil preeented by letter press
and illustration in the Doininion, 1/lugtrated for the lSth
mest. There are also a portrait o! the veteran Nova
Scotian, Admirai Sir Provo W. Parry Wallis, 0. C. B., and
some pleaBing representations o! Canadian scenery.

TuE QueriP8 Magazine for April bas an excellent
photogravure of the ruine o! Kenilwortb Castie as its
frontiepiece, and a pieasing little sketch o! James Russel
Ln)wtll opens the nuinher. We very much regret the
serious losq eustained by tbe publishers in the recent des-
truction of their offices by fire.

THE Magazine of Poetry for April bas a fine frontis-
piece portrait o! Robert Buchanan, the poet, dramatist and
noveliet. The portrait mentioned, together witb those o!
Lord Lytton, Sir Edwin Arnold and Sir Walter Scott are
the noticeable features o! this number, not to mention the
many interesting biographical sketches and poetical
selections.

Good Jiealth for Febmuary continues the International
Heaith Studies by Dm. Felix Oswald. This number con-
tains also a study o! the Fiji Islands. Other articles o!
intereet are: "lDiet in Relation to Health and Longevity; "
and "lThe Eye: Ite Structure and Hygiene." The paper on
IlHealtb, Grace and Beauty " contains soute vemy good
suggestions. The Il Relation o! Diet to Purity " is wel
wortby o! serioue coneideration.

Acaoss sea contributore occupy places o! bonour in
Poet Lore for April. L M. Griflithe, o! Bristol, England,
opens the number witb a fine litemary portraiture o!
Shakespearian qualities o! "lA King and No King," that
well-known play o! Beaumont and Fletcher. IlFairy
Lore : Mideummer Nights Deam " je gracefully and
adequately treated by Miss Ethel Skeat o! Oambmidge,
Engiand. There are a number o! other able and intereet-
ing contributions to thie excellent number.

THE Quiver for May opens with Il A. Chat witb Girls."
The serial "lWaiting to be claimed"» ends with the tinkling
o! wedding belle. IlThe Sbield o! Faith " in the series
IlShield, Sword and the Battis "jes foilowed by an amus-
ing article," The Booking-Clerk Worriee." "lA Sprig o!
Rosemary" is concluded, and the serialIl" On Stronger
Wings "is continued. "lThe Culture o! the Heamt "jes an
admirable paper by Rev. AI!fred J. Bamford, and then we
tumu to, a story for children, called IlTwo Tiny Pilgrime ."

ilThe Service of God and the Service of Man " je an
article appropriate for Sunday reading. Other interestiflg
matter concludes a very fair number.

IN anticipation of the meeting of the Royal Society of
Canada to be beld in Montreal on the 27th of May next,
the Local Committee have with praiseworthy zeal comn-
piled a IlHand Book " for the use of members and visitors,
giving the rules of the Society, its history, and a historical
sketch of Montreal, with places of interest in its viciflitY.
This publication will be very useful to the many visitors
wbo will attend the session of the Society. It is under-
stood that many persons who have achieved distinction in
literature and science in Europe, the United States and
Canada, will be present. We hope that every year will
show increased intereet by the public in the excellent work
that the Society is doing for Canada.

THE Magazine o/ Art for May has for its frontispiece
a photogravure of Sir Everett Millais' pain ting, IlJeph-
tbah's Daughter," one of the most triking paintinge Of
this popular artist. The opening article is on Benjamiin-
Constant. There is a portrait in red crayon of Benjamin-
Constant, by himeelf, and there are reproductions from
bis most famous pictures, and a psge is devoted to show-
ing the artist in bis studio. Il The Crucifixion in Celtic
Art " is discuesed by Romily Allen. The second paper or,
Il Lord Armstrong's Collection of Modern Pictures " is pro-
foundly illustrated. A paper on Jean Louis Ernest
Meissonier is by Walter Armstrong. A striking accOmi
paniment to thie article is a sketch of Meissonier at work
in his garden, during the last year o! his life, drawn by A.
L. Parys. There is a page devoted to a reproduction o!
the famous"Il1814." A paper by Claude Phillips on the
"lModern Scboola of Painting and Sculpture." Il Some>
Recent Irish Laces " are described by Alen S. Cote, and are
carefully illuetrated.

OzNE of the distinct gains to Canada from the Royal
Society is not only the preparation and reading of a series
of able papers on a variety of important subjects by the
members before the Society, but their publication as well.
In our la8t issue we referred to Sir Daniel Wilson'a
Il Vinland o! the Northmen." We have before us no-v
another very able and intereeting contribution by another
distinguished member of the Society, Mr. Charles Mair,
on IlThe American Bison; Its Habits, MethodR of Capture
and Economic Use in the North-West, witb Iteference to
its Threatened Extinction and Possible Preservation.'
Mr. Maîr truly says : IlThere is perhaps no fact in the
natural history of America which bringg such reproach on
civilized man as the reckless and almost total destruction
o! the bison." The references of the early writers to the
bison are first noticed, and it soon becomes evident to the
reader that Mr. Mair from hbis long residence in the North-
West, his keen interest in and observation of the fauna o!
bis northern home, as well as !i'om long and patient
enquiry, has acquired a great deal of authoritative inform-
atiorn on the snhject. The description of the habitat of
the bison, its appearance and habits, its value to the
Indian, the ravages of the bide bunter, the mode of itli
chase, its economnic use and suggestions for its preservatioflq
are ail fully and graphically presented. The gifted author
of Il Tecumnseb " bas given to a stately Royal Society
Paper the sprightliness, the cbarm and the interest of a
story. And it is indeed the story of the splendid animal
who at one time filled the northern prairies with bis couflt-
less herds, but whose scattemed bones are now the grimi
and sulent witneeses of the wasteful brutality of man, and
the improvident savagery that squandered one of the
nobleet gifts of Providence.

LITbERARY AND PERSONAL GOSS[P.

RUDYARD KiPLING will contribute to the forthcoming
number of Ilarper's Weekl'y a new story of life in India,
entitled IlThe Last Relief."

WORTHIINGTON CompANY, 747 Broadway, New York,
announce for immediate publication IlHem Playthings,
Men," by Mabel Esmonde CahilI.

TnE Presbyterian News Company of Toronto have been
appointed sole agents in Canada for the publications of
Messrs. T. and T. Clark, o! Edinburgh.

LIEUT. J. D. JERROLD KELLEY, U. S. N., writes O!
"The Ship's Company " in the Seribner series on "lOcean

Steamehips " in a very interesting way.
JAMEs LANF ALLEN's new book, "lFlute and Violin,

and Other Kentucky Tales and Romances," is announced
as eady for immediate publication by Harper and Brothere.

THE Rev. Mandell Creighton vacates the editorship of
the Engli8k jJ$torical Jeview on bis appointment to the
see o! Peterborough, and is succeeded by Mr. S. G.
Gardiner.

SIR CHARLEs TuPPER's article on the Canadian political
situation. will appear in the May number of the North
American Review. The title of the article is "lThe Wiman
Conspiracy Unmaeked."

Mrt. JÂinEs HANNAY, Of St. John, N.B., in the MaY
num ber of the Yew Bn gland Magazine, of Boston, takes
Up the histomy of the Loyaliste from the beginning of the
troublous times o! the Revolutionary War.

WALTER BESANT will contribute to, Harper's Magazine
for May a causerie entitled "lOver Jobnson's Grave," inI
which he will say some entertaining things concerning the
famous doctor and his friende, their waye and their times,
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