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: i ers were great men. They
Dveryone ad}?Z)l\:tvse\t/Z?tatI}ll; trlfziosvr:re the chiEiren of their. time.
The Oqu o o all trutlil, and the truth they did see was mingled
Tbey did ot Sje xpressed in the language of the 16th and ¥7th
with e he f need hardly be said, was vigorous, 'e§pec1ally
centurivs, which. lversial]y. What we would call Blllmg:s,gate
when used (?Onno]anguage, even when men like Luther, Milton,
was the orcf]m(e;rt}:mk up the pen to answer opponents. That }lllgw-
and Rl;ghzgl(})frthe literary form of the time, and we are searching
ever w
for pr'inCIPt]E:-n the Reformers were above everything else men
fF'ltr}?t’and tl,le essence of their faith was the Gospe].' To usg
wazcl)lrd’that has been much abused, they were e\]/arllgihéa]é ;Zd
the evangel in the Bible. They belif:ve( that Go
Ezszlafl(:cllniimself.to Israel as a God of r'edeemmg Iove,l atl'):ntvt::z
His revelation had culminated in the Christ. Asthe reve al; e
recorded in Holy Scriptures they cour.)ted these l%eyf)nd a dp .th,
and they studied them under all'the lights of their time, and wi
all the fearlessness of men of science, th may doubt the}r own
powers but never doubt truth, no matter in what volume it may
be revealed. Erasmus, Reuchlin, Luther3 Melancthon, Calvin,
were the scholars and higher critics of .thelr day, and the monks
and many good people clamoured against them on tf_lat ground.
Were they not bold, bad men, ‘f"ho' were substituting human
learning for the divine treasure which in the han'ds of the Churc};
had proved itself powerful to convert the nations of Europe
They were saying that a New Testament in that new language—
Greek—was better than the grand old Vulgate? and th.ey were
studying Hebrew, though it was well known that a]] who did so be-
came Jews. The clamour tha? thc?n filled the
more than the cackling of multitudinous geese,
died away, but then it was the voice of the Chy
terrible. Except in those places where thf'a mo
and priests had outraged the publ'ic. cor.15c1enc
opposed to the Reformers. Tradition is stron
er ; the people generally could not read ; boo
of course the Church as an organization was
that imperilled the fabric. The Innovators w
disturbing the faith of the people they were br

air means to us no
that has long since
rch, loud, strident,
ral laxity of monks
e, the majority was
g and habit strong-
ks were scarce ; and
opposed to change
€re warned that by
inging innumerable



