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Greek. (Laugider) But 1 go a littie further. 1
think where there je a question between the true
and the false, it ie more important that one should
know wbat je true than what je taIse. (Citeers.)
l'Il illustrate again. I think it more important to
know the history of Enffland, than te know the
mythology of Greece and Rome. (Loud citeers.) 1
think it more important that we Bhould know those
transactions out of which the present state of our
politi cal and social relations have arisen, than that
we ebiould know the lives and loves of ail the goda
and goddeses that are contained in the fliad-
(laugider and c7eers)-and yet, gentlemen, accord-
ing to my experience-I hope thinge are better
managed new-we learut a great deal more of the
Pagan than of the Christian religion when 1 was
at echool. (Gr'eat laug7der and citeers.) While the
one was put off tilI the Sunday, and transacted ini
a very short time-(laughder)-the other was every-
day work ; and the maniner in which it w.as follow-
ed out was by no mens agreeable, for the slightest
slip in the progeny of Jupiter or Mars, or anybody
else , was followed by a degree of personal caqtiga-
tion-(r-oars of lauglder)-mhieh 1. neyer remem-

-bered bestowed on any oe for a slip of divinity.
(Reneu-ed latg7iter.) Then, again, I venture to
think that, as we cannot teacb the people every-
thing, it je more important we should teacli them
practical thinge than speculative things. (Cheers.)
For instance, 1 think it more important that a man
should be able to work out a suin in aritheinetic
than that he should lie acquainted with the abstract
conditions of argument in general, as detailed in
.Aristotle'e logic-( renewed ckeers )-that modes,
figures, and syllogims are flot so important as the
rule of three, or practice, or keeping accounts; and,
therefore, if we muet chooje, I confees I should lean
to the practical aide. One more rule I venture te
lay down-they make four altogether-that, as we
muet choose in thee mattere, the present je of
more importance to us than the past.-(Oheers.)
The institution of communities, kingdoms and coun-
tries that have existed 2000 yena age. (Chtee7-8.)
The right bon, gentlemen then took up the ques-
tion of classice. N1e said-Language ie a vehicle
of thought ; and wbere the thoughit and the know-
ledge aire there. it je moet admirable as a mene
of!'eommunicating it, but it je not the substituts
or equivaient for it. It dose flot do instead of it.
It presupposes the knowledge of the thîng, and it
je only useful ýwhere that knowledge is obtained for
t.he purpose of communicating it. I will venture
te read a few lines, in which this is put with se
much force that I should only weaksn it by putting
it in my own language. The quetation is froni
Pope, and wae written 140 or 150 years ago, and
it only shows hew mistakes may lie pointed out in
the meet vigorous language and in the most con-
clueive reaeoning, and yet may remain utterly un-
dresed and uncared for:-

«ISlnce mlan from beast by worde in known,
1VOrds are mene province-words Ive touch atone;
W bn reason doubttol, like the Samian letter,
Pointb him two ways, the narrower la the ln-ttêr;
Piaced et Ibo door of iearffing, youtb to guide,
Woý novor entier it tc, Ptand ton wido.
Tl' ni. to gucss, to know, ar they commpuco,
A, lincy o1p(n-. quick tho rstinga Ucn~o
)%- f he 1 momory, ive bcid Ibo brain,
ffitd rebel wit, and doubl.9 ebIn un ehain,
C zioe 1)18 thought.. toexercilie the 1,reAth,
A ild kcq. theui in 0wo paie of ieolda (it d0!aîh."'

Well, thon; I think it je quitc evident that it is
a poor and imperfect conception that ehould limit
it to the learang cf any languages, whatsoever;
but eurely, if we are te begin and maite language
a part of education, it ehould be the language we
are most concerned with ; and I muetbeo permitted
te eay that, in the science of ponderatien 1 pro-
pose te eetablish, I think the Englieli language han
prier claims to Latin and Greek. (Applause.) I
de flot disparage Latin or Greek. Far <rom it;
but 1 speak of what is mnost important te be taken
fire9t; and I think it je most melanoholy te see the
ignorance of the literaturs of our own language in
which the great masses of our young meti are
brought up. But allowing that we are to teach
Latin and Greek, only see how we set about it. It
je nojoke to learu Latin or Greek: but it je ajoke
compared with lenrning Greck and Latin gramimar.
Language is ons thiug, and grammar another; and
I agree with the German wit, uiene, who-said:
" low fortunate the Romans were that they hîad
flot te learn Latin granimar, because if they had
done Bo they neverwould have had time te conquer
the world.' (Laug7der and cheere.) Montaigne,
300 ycars ago, eaw this, sud exposed it in niost
forcible terme. lie pointed'out how easy .it eas te
learn Latin with very littie graruimar, te learu it
colloquially ; aud lie telle how without the lel
and without a tear, hoe became able te speak, and
in a short time ne good and as- pure Latin as thbe
echoolmaster. But that je flot what would answer
the purpose. It je said, you should discipline the
mnd ; nd the boy je put through the torture of
elaborate grammars whiehi he je forced te learn by
heart, but svery Word and syhlable of which he
forgets before loie l twenty years of age. Their
je ne doubt that Greek is a language of wonderful
felicity of expression; but what could lie more
beautiful, what more refined, what more calculated
te exorcise the taste and ail the faculties of a per-
son than the study of French prose, carried by M.
Prevost Paradol, Saint Beuve, or the great miasters
ef that laugtiage. '%Ve have nothing like it in
English-nothing approaching that exquisite finish
and pelish; aud if n man wishes te exercise hie
niind in these thinge, lie could net bave a botter
subject te exercise it upon than Frenchi prose.
Only, the advantage of knowing French would be
that when lie gees te Paris, lie would be able te
order bie dinuer at the café, and te squabble over
hie bill without making himself a laughiug stock
te every eue present. But ail thîs muet be put
aside, and the youth muet be put through the
Greek languagea, the very character of which
lie je almoet sure te forget before hie je thirty
years of age. There je nothing more absurd th.tn
the attempt te untie thinge that have neyer leen
tied, If language had been constructed on general-
principles, if it wae made thiq way, that a utîmuber
of wise men met together had laid down a qunntity
of rules, sucli for instance, as that the verb should -

always agree with its nominative, and that tue verb
eheuld gevern the accusative, and se on, aud then
the whole thing liad been made like Euclid, accord-
ing te these ruies, and moulded in that wray, wvhat
lad been tied we could untie-the language h*tvinx
been put together in that way we could wialyze it
back into the rules. But language %vas flot made
in that way. Language grew, we kuowîîi fot how,


