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“Such combinations never come
offt” That would urdoubtedly have
been the verdict of Napoleon if one
of his marshals or one of his reig ing
brothers had proposed to him such a
scheme as that by which-Field Mar-
shal Yamagata has destroycd the
army at Ping-Yang. For such viola-
tion of “all the rules of war.” Von
Moltke was in the 1866 campaign con-
demned by all those who think that
the experience of war in the past can
be reduced to a setof formule : and it
was, for a long time, difficult to get
the attention of many of o:ir own best
soldiers sufliciently directed to the
changes which have b-en introduced
into war by modern conditinns, ta see
that Von Moltke was right. Nowadays
it is, I think, almost only those wito
do not read and who know nothing
of war in the past, who doubt the
nature of the change which has taken
place, though a few chiely civilian
writers, like Mr. O'Connor Morris,
who do read but do not understand,
fail to realise that Von Mcltke was
condemned, precisely as Napoleon
was condemned in hisown day by the
Macks, because both of them, like
Msirabeau, had “ swallowed formulze ;”
because both of them had studied the
past not less thoroughly but more
thoroughly than their critics, and had
adapted its experience to new con-
ditions.

It will be seen from what I have
said, that, as I think, the handling of
the Japanese troops shows Lhat their
leader has profited by all the most
recent experiences of modern war,
arcd has used them in a way which
would make the reputation of a
Eurcpean leader. The only phrase
which I should wish modified in the
very admirable report which was fur-
sshed by Reuter of a short conversa-
tion I had with Mr. Emett is, that in
which I said that Yamagata’s tactics
“wculd not have disgraced a Western
general” I think, as I have now put
i, that they would have ‘““made the
r.putation ” of a Western general. In
order, however, to do him justice, it is
nccessary to take up the story of the
campaign from the pcint at which I
Iofi o ff in my parrative last month. I
then carried down the story to Wed-
nesday, August 22nd, not by the way,
as the date was unfortunately printed,
A sgust 12th,

On August 22nd, rews had come in
of what was described as “a great
Chinese victory,” in which the Chi-
nese had driven in the Japanese forces
forces from Ping-Yang to within fifty
niles of Soul.  Further, it was report«d
that ccrtain Chinese Cavalry had ut-
terly roused a very large force of
Japancse Infantry, who had landed at
the mouth of the Ping-Yang inlet.
My ol ject then was to point out that

it was impossible that a battle could
have by that date taken place between
the main Chiness and Japanese
“armies.” Obviously, it was an affair
of outposts. Nevertheless, it is clear
that in this, as in many, though not
all, of the wild reports that have
reached us, there was a substratum of
truth. :

! There never has been a series of
reports, the recertien of which more
forcibly iilustrated !the saying cf the
song, that

“‘I.ittle fools believe too much,
And great fools not at all.”

Some wiiters have penned enthusias-
tic leaders upon the wildest rumours
started by the panic of Shanghai.
Some have aired their wisdom by pro-
fessing disbelief in most accurately-
written information from the spot.
For, in fact, we have had many data
to go upon, and these, as they have
accimulated during the month, and
lead up to the final catastrophe both
by sea and land, I propose now 0
summarise. It will be seen that many
of even the figures given us correspond
very closely with those that are re-
pered as employed in the final en-
gagement.

A report which appeared on $:p-
tember 3rd, recorded, in corrcbor:tion
of previous mformation, but evidently
with much more complete knowled;e,
that oa August 13th, 5000 Chinese
troops had been pushed on to Ping-
Yang and had ttence driven out what
was obviously a mere Japanese out-
1ost. ‘The same mcssage recorded
Low five days later 17,000 more
Chinamen had arrived, arising the
total furce 1n and about Ping-Yang to
about 22,0co men. It was further
reported that on that day a Japanese
force had landed at Ping-Yanyz iulet,
and the altogether ircred ble account
of the success of Chinese Cavalry
against a large force of Japanes: In-
fartry was recorded. Irom that pont
the records were conflicting.  Some
of them said that the Chiunese force
fell back when the gurs of tae fleet
at Ping-Yarg inlet had opencd on
them, others that the Chinese general
hid  subsequently  advanced  upoa
Hwong-Ju at the mouth of the 1nlet
and captured it, and ihat the Japanese
fleet had drawnoff.  Atali cvents it is
clear that eithcr the Japanese then
effected their lodgment at Hwang-Ju,
the Chinese Cavalry having withdrawn
after mercly driving in shme advanced
parties, or that the Japancse occupied
it as soon as the Chinese forces had
fallen back frem the inlet, because it
was impossible for them, with such
forces as they had available, to hold
the whole distatice between Ping-Yang
aad Hwang-Ju while they were ai the
same time pushing South.

As regards the column from Che.
mulpho and Soul, as rcpresentative
of the general condition of the Japa-
nesc forces in Korea, we had in the
Zimes of August 28th a most cxcei-
lent description from a writer on tie
spot dating from Soul on July 1oth,
He was cvidently by no ncans
friendly to the Japanese, but he re-
corded how admirably equipped they

were as ¢« modern army. He told us
how they possessed accurate maps of
the Korea with all the roacs excel-
lently described, with the passages of
the rivers and their width and vary-
ing depths noted ; how they possessed
poutoon trains adjusted so as to be
available for just the width they would
require for passing each of the rivers.
Though he does not mention it, we
know, from carlier sources, that as
part of this equipment they possessed
an excellent field telegraph service.
Now it is not too much to say that on
the possibilities of the field telegraph
larger combinatins suth as were
carried out against Ping-Yang nowa-
days depend It is this and the tele«
graph generally which have caused
those combinations to “come off,”
which, as Napoleon truly said of his
own time, never did then come ofl.
If Field-Marshal Yamagata had under-
taken to combine operations from
three distant ports such as the Ping-
Yang inlet, Ch-mulpho and Gensan,
without the aid of the telegraphit s
tclerably cortain that they would not
have “come ofl.” We may be tolera-
bly sure that he did not do so. Oae
point, the humour of which appears to
have been unnoticed, deserves atten-
tion. It is recorded in the reports
from Soul that within ten hours of the
victory at ling-Yang. the telegraph
was completed to a considerable dis-
tance in r¢ar ot the Army and that it
was then being rapidly carried into
Soul. In other words with an ample
telegraph service under his command,
the one direction in which Yamagaia
did not use it was that in which dan-
gerous reports as to his movements
might tavel.  Adwmirably has he
vetied himself in- cecrecy up to the
moment when secrecy was no lorger
necessary. We may Dbe sure that the
tele graph troops had ample occupation
11 establishing communicaticn with
the two columns {rom G ensan and
Hwang-Ju.

Oa the evening b:fore the news o
the battle arrived 1 was talking over
the situation with a Lrotaer ofhcer,
and T found that [ alittle stvded hm
by sayicg: e reperis fromothe
fro t, w o eh T orake to e exag,era-
tions with a suvs ance of truth, had
not ind.cated Chinese success, I
should have thought that Yamagata
did not know his business as well as [
now think thit he does. 1 shouid
suppose th.t now that he is reported
to be moving forward, his movements
will be rapid, which they could not
have been had he had at the front
s wh forc:s as weu'd have pievented
the Caines: from drivisz n his onut-
posts, for that 15 cvideatly what ticy
have been doing.”  As my prediction
was fulfilled it may be worih while to
nmuake inteiligibie the apparent pari-
dox. Dvery nenmilitary momn can
casily understand the point of t: with
a short explanation,  Itdepends on a
principie oa which all cur wars ia
such couniiles as the Korea have 1)
be conducied It apphicd especiatly
to the 1382 campaign in Egvpe, onld
is described 1 my hotory of ihae
cumpaign. Ie applicsl on the N,
and it applied bota in Abyssinia and



