
~ISP CANADIAN MILITARV GAVE'rr

The W'ar B3etween - t was impoFsible that abtl could

China an Jaan. !he main Chinies2 and Japariese
JUj)IJ. "atmies." Obviously, itwas an affair

o'f outposts. Nevertheless, il is clear
NARRATIVE UP TO DATE. that in thiç, as in many, though flot

al, of the wild reports that have
BY COLONEL MAURICE. rcachtd us, there was a substatuni of

(From the Uniled *Rervice M~agazire. truth.
continhte<i.) t There neyer hias bcen a set les of

"Such rombinations never corne reports, the recer lion of which more
off." That would urdoubtedly have forciblv iilustrated 'the saying cf the
been the verdict of Napoleon if one song, that
of his marslials or onie of bis reig ing Little fools believe too miuch,
brothers had proposed to him sucbi a And great féoos not at ail."1
scheme as that bv mhich-Field Mar-
shal Yamagata lhas destroycd the Sorne wi ers bave penned enthusias-
arrny at Ping-Yang. For snicb viola- tic leaders upon tbe wildest rumours
tion of IlaIl the rilces of war." Von started by t11w pan-c of Shanghai.
Moltke was in the 1866 canîpaign cn Sortie have aircd their wisdom by pro-
demned by ail those who think that fessing disbelief in rnost accurately-
the experience o! war in the past can written information frorn the spot.
be red uced to a set of formulx : and il For, in fact, we have had many data
was, for a long time, difficuit 10 gel 10 go ulion, and these, as they have
the attention of rnany of o-ir own best acumulated during the month, and
soldiers sufliciently directed 1 t ie lead up ho the final catastroie both
changes which have ben introduced hy sea and land, I propose iiow io
int war by modern conditions, tb see sumnmarise. Lt wilI be scen that ;vanv
that Von Moltke was rigliî. No'vadays of even the 6gures given us corr'esp)ond
it is, Ithink, almost only thosewiý ver), closely %vith those that arc mc-
do flot read and who know nothing p'r ed as eml)loyed in the final en-
of war in the past, who d-ouibt the gagement.
nature of the change which hias baken A report wl;ich appeared on Scp-
place, though a few chieqfy civilian tfmbe-r -rd, rc corded, in correbor.:îton
writers, like Mr. O'Connorm Morri.s, of previoussinformation, but evidently
who (Io read but do flot tinderstand, with muclh more complete knowlEdg,,c,
failto1 realise that Von I ltke was that 0.1 August i3th, 5000 ChiaeSe
condemned, precisely as Napolcon troops had been pushed on ho "lMng.
was condemned in his own day by the 'ang and hid tîence driven out %vhat
Mackq, becatise both of them, like was obviously a mere Japanese out-
1VÏabeau, had Ilswalloîved formulie;" Il osW-'l'le saine message ecorded
because both of themn had studied the -. ow fve days later i7,oo0 more
past not less thorotîghly but more Chinamen hiad arrived, ariking the
thoroughly than their criîics, and had total force in ard about Ping-i'ang t')
adapted ils experience to new con about 22,000 men. Lt wai lurtlicr
ditions. rel)orhed that on that day a Japa1nese

Lt will be seen from what I have for-ce liad lŽuïdtd at Pg-. i;nlet,
said, that, as I think, the handling of and thie altogether ircred bIc accoint
lhe Japanese roops shows that their of the success of Cii-ese Cavalry
leader lias profited by ail the îîîost against a large force of Jaî,ancs,: ln-
reccnt experiences of modern war, fartry was reco)rded. Frurn tUaI point
ard hias used themn in a way whîîch the records werc o;Iici.saie
would make the repubation of a of thm iisaid thiat tle Chinelse foi-ce
Ettmopean leader. The only phrase feil back when the g-ur-s of the fLcC
wbicl L should wish modified in the at Pn-agirlet had opencd on
vety admirable report which ivas fui'- tiii hir h' U hns ec
riilcd by Reuter of a short conversa- hi u>cuitya a'e p
Uo'î1 L had with Mm. Ernet is, that in Hw.3fg-J1 aht Ile ohit f Ille jlet
iw -hich I said that Yamagata's tactics and captured it, and ihialt te Japanese

Iwç uld flot have disgraced a Western ileet hiad drawn off. At alî ( vents it is
gc-ncral." L îhink, as I have now put clear that eith r the Japanese then
il, that they would have Ilmade the effected thîcir lodgmient athIIwar.gJu,
r, putation "l of a Western general. Iin the Cli'ese Cavalry having withdrawlî
ordtr, howcver, bo do him justice, il is after mercly drîving inî s )nie adv.inc,,d
m cessary 10 take up the siory of the parties, or that the Jal2ancsc occupied
canipaign from the point ah which 1 it as soon as the Chinese forces lîad
k f ( ff nnîy narrative last month. I falleii.bicK frcm the iîîlct, bccause it
theni carried down Ille story ho WcTd- was lm'osile for thcmil, wît!î stncb
iùcs(lay,, August 22îîd, not hy the Nvay, forces as thcy lhad available, ho ho!d
as ii date was unfortunaWey printed, the whole dista.,ce bctwecn Pitng- Vaig
A -., it 2111. anud Hwang-ju wlile iliey ivere a: t'le

On A'uguIst 2211(, r.cws had corne in saineuniîe pushing Sothl.
cf %vlat was described as "a great As regatds the cohirnn froin Clic.
Chiniese v;ctory," ii1 which the Chi- mtilpho and Soîîl, as rep)resclntativ-e
Ill. SI, had driv(-n ini the Japanese forces of thîe gencral condition of the I ipa-
forces froni PingYang to within fifty uîesc forces iin Korea, wc ha'J in the
miles of Fýoul. Further, il was mep)orîe-d Times of Augest 23h11 a nv»),tc xce'l-
tliat c( nain Chinse Cavalry had t- lent description fromî a wriu,ýr on h; e
'rly roustd a very large force of spot d-iding fron Soul on J,îdy lot!;.

J;tpaýiil(se I nfantry, îvbo ha<l landed atH -e was cv idely Iby 1îîo ilcawu;
tlle îniolth of the Ping-X'ang ifflet. friendly ho the japaiiese, btut Uie re-
,Nly ol ject then was to point out that comded how admnirab!y eqippel)td the),

were as a modern arniy. He told lis
how they possessed accurate nîaps of
the Kotea witla ail the roaes excel.
lently described, with the passages of
the rivers and their width and vary-
ing depths noted; how they possessed
pontoon trains adjusted so as to be
available for just the width they would
require for p3ssing each of the rivers.
Thoughi he does flot mention it, we
know, frorn carlier sources, that as
part of this equipment they possessed
-in excellent field telegraph service.
Now it is flot too much to say that on
the possibilities of the field telegraph
larger combinati )ns su-h as were
carried out against 1ing-Yang nowa-
days depend Lt is this and the tele.
gra.ph generally which have caused
those combinations to "lcorne off,"
which, as Napolcon truly said of his
own timie, neyer did then corne onl.
If Field-NMarshial Yamagata had under-
taken to combine operations from
three distant ports stich as the Ping-
Yang inlet, Cli.-nki]ph)o and Gcnsan,
withotit the a;d of Cie tlg p it s
tob.ýrably ccrtairi tha t îey îvould flot
have "lcorne off." \Ve may be tolcrvt-
bly sure that lie did not do so. Oiie
p)oint, the humnour of which aippears t0
have been unnoticed, deserves atten-
tion. Lt is rEcorded lii the reports
from Soul that wit i;, ten /zoais of the
victory at Pingy-Yang. the telegraph
was conuleted to a considerable dis-
tance in i-er of the Armny and that it
wa3 then beitig rapidly carried into
Soul. In other ivords withi an ample
te',cgraph service under bis roii uîii(,
the one dîrection in wlich Vainigavt
did not use it % as that ini which dan-
gerouis reports as 'o bis movemnents
nighît;t avcI. Admirably has lie

veiled himsclf in. ereccy Up 10 the
moment whlcni seci(cy %vas no lorger
nLecessary. We may be .'ure that thc
tele gi aj.hi th oop)5 ad ample occupa tion
in e,,tal)i isb)iiig cortinurniczt ku w 11h
thel two coluis from G enra n a

Oa the eveiniib,:foire fticncwsoc
lhe battL. arrived I1 was t:î!king over
thie situation wlti a I o I1îr Otiicr,
.M.1 toU *d tb i a ,làttC I l n

y ~ :ig ' ~ c)' sfr 'nle

tio 1îs îvth a stti.i ance o'f truhh, had
not ind.catŽd Chinese success, I
should have thoughit that Yaniagata.
did flot know his business as weil as 1
rMw think th tihe doe-s. I sliotuld
supp~ose thi.,t now Ilhat lie is reportcd
ho be moving forward, lus ;noi'eln(.ntS
îvill be rapid, Nvich hhicy could t
bave l)cfl had lie ba'l at the froî.t
s icb foic2,s as wvcu,'d hi ive I)rcviitcd
the C;1ines from d r i l iiî O';o:t-
pcets, for t iat is cvidleiitly %wh -L ticy
I1Lve been doing." A s imy îr.he
was fulfilli iii;ay Uc 'v.'ri wlulc
niake in*ec! igibWe the appaîren;t 1p.ti,-
dox. iIvcryii'i!itztry min ncani
casîl vn ncrsland the jiîn' of ï - w itii
a shiort cx;)Laiti. ILt ocd~o n a
p)riîîciîdýe ()Ai whcl al l. ur va' s ii
suc~ ', n sa-;th e K )rea naoc i
Uc c'nue' t aylc l sýý.c; ;y
10 the i.S2 CallIýigi :i E1 j ý! *, - 1%
isiibi (l:Clid d îy bt;to t>' cf ;!,
cunii;'ayn.*i. ILt applîed on the
and it app'.icd bath in Abyybsii)ia anid


