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{omun vociferus (Bp.), 1 enn say that 1 have
lomnd =everal nests in the Provinee of Quebce,
in latitde 462, The bird is quite common
in the County of Ottawa, 1.4, Mr. W. P.
Amlerson fells me that he fonnd both the
Whiprpour-Will and the Night Hawk very
commaon in the Nortl-West Territory, some
distanee north of latitude 199, Can vou tell
e whether there iz, <o fury any record of the
Western  Grelwe (Podiceps  Ocecidentalis, lnwr)
Iwing taken in Ontario or Quelwe?  Prof,
Macaun, | think, found it north of Winnipeg.
Me. George White, of this city, shot o pair
near here last senson, hnt the sking  have
nnfortunately been lost,
W. L. Scorr.
Ottawa, Ont. Apeil 26, 1882,

Nork—The Western Grebe occurs ravely in
the Provinee of Quelee. 1 purchased one
in the Quebee market—C.

THE BIRDS OF PREY OF NOVA ScoT
BY 0. BERNARD GILFIN, Ay M.b, MRS,
He i common, and most probably breeds

with s, ax he is seen during that season, but 1

hiave no note of his nesting. He leaves ns daring

Novenher, the swamps then being frozen, s

the mice, reptiles and snakes, his usual foud,

hilernaling. e is seen beating our new
mown fickls and swiunpe, but never huning
the <hores nbowding with #hore birds.  The
females wnd young are wueh mote abundant
thin the slate grey male. 1o his habits he
resembles (he lmzzard, as he does somewhat
in bill il elasws. In the next family of hawks
we have the sharpeshin (1. fiscas), Cooper’s

A

hawk (. Cooperi), amd the Gosshawk (. '
The sharp-shin i, perhaps,
jthat gives to the first scientilic  discoverer

wlricapillus),
onr most common hawk. 1 have noted him
in May and in December.  Little doubt he
breeds with us. thongh Ido not know his nest.

Thongh slenderer than the faleons, his Lill:
lighter, and upper mandible searcely notehed,

hieis by no menns their inferior in audacity

and headlong pounce.  OQue broke the gluss

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST.

breeding seasony though [ have no notes of
time. A pair wintered near the light-house
at Dighy Gut, 1880 ; but this is unasnal,  The
vicinity to the sea would make one suppose
they lived npon tish. Few hawks ol any
species, =ave cigeles, are scen after Decem-
ler, even the tish hawks leave us. One would
suppose adnek upon the water wonld he an
v prey for them, and our winter shores are
coverad by them s bt T have never heand or
have read of any hawk making like the fish-
hawlk what may be culled w water pounce,
The Goshawk is the type of the grent hen
lawk of the farmers’ wives. 1le emues out
in the open, is not =een beating marshes like
the buzzands anl harriers, or the sen sumls
like the smaller fuleons, but prowls nhout the
homesteads, coming suddenly with the switt-
ness of the gale trom nowhere, amd  sweeping
a hen or chicken from the very leet of its own-
er, gone as suddenly s it eme, and Jusing
in the deadly rush for a time that eantion and
wariness which ever keeps i trom the vie-
inity of man. ‘The next Fumily are the
Falcons; o vcre pewerinl organisation conp-
aratively ; a keener ardor amd nntamend spivit
the halut of taking their prey with a ponnce
from o tall tree, or perpendicalarly  frone the
aivy ruther than hanting along the surface ;
u stronger, shorter, aud peenlinrly notehed bill,
and pointed wing, define this family as it were
abrnptly from the others, 1t is ahe type "ol
the highest excellence of the v hole onder,  OF
six spegies inhabiting Nortl America, four
are fouml in Nova Seotia; two prolably nesi-
ing, the others rare, aml as respects the
Jerlaleon accidental visitors,  In J% Sweer we
miss the obl name =0 long given by naturalista
to the falcou of antiquity, but how 1o the law

(FForster) the right of the specitic nnme,  Of
thiz historieal bird, the companion aml pet of
mediieval princes, the snbject of the ancient
psendo seience of luwking, with all its commplex
phraseclogy, T am indebtad to Me. Dawns for
my sole note.  One specimen was mounted

of Mr. Downs® aviary in attacking a canary,| by him some twenty years since, heing inken
seen through, Ie will often atiaek engzed birds | by & vessel on the const awmd brought to Halifax,

lianging fic conuntry houses, and even enter the!
Cooper’s hawk (A.]ing by him.

city for the same  gune.

aml o second specimen is exhibitad this even-
They are not unconmon at

Couvperi), an enlarged model of the last, is! Newloundland, lieing called white hawke, and
} s s s 18] E s

very rire.

[ am indebted to Mr. Bgan for® sometimes etray south of ng, info New Fngland

notes of one specimen mounted by himself'| doubtless taking the inlud route.  The duck
amd alterwands sent home to Kngland, 1 have| hawk (F. conmunis), and here again we Jose
never seen it mysell. The Goshawk (. alri- | the fine old name peregrinus, 0 boll aml
capilles) is common and seen during the | benutiful  bird, with the eye, toothed bill,



