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BRIEF OBSERVATIONS ON SOME CONDITIONS IN
WOMEN THAT ARE 0F MUOH OONCERN

TO THE PRACTITIONER.

Th71e conditions of which I wisli to fpealc are dysmenorrhica,
and the. state following miscarriage or abortion, in wlIiichi there
are retainied portions of t-be placenta and miembranes that re-
quire remioval or expulsion.

For lack of space, 1 shall clevote myseif, in the present paper,
caielly to dysmcnorrhea, ani wvill dismniss the condition follow-
ingy abortion wiha feN' renmarcs, whici miav as wcll precede the
other part of my article. i reserve for a future comimunication
the detailed discussion of this important and interesting cliical
condition.

The effects of retained placental or fetal tissue in a partially
succes3ful iiiscarriagye 01r abortion cons ist in lierorrhagre', puru-
lent disehargye, enlarement of the uiteruis, subinvolutiôni, meitri-
tis, enlomietritis andi sepsis. The indications in these cases are,
therefore, the thorough-l emiptyingr of -the uiteruis andi the renider-
ing of the womb-cavity ascptic.

Ini ordinary cases this mnust be clone by surgrical interference,
including curetting- andi the renmoval of ail cleconîposing and
diseaseci tissue, f-ollo\wec bv? the application of antisepties ta the
endomietriumn. Thiere is a class of cases, however, in which for
anc reason or another curettage is refuseci by the patient, and in
whiich it is incomnbent uipon the physician ta grive w'hat reli*ef lie
can by miedic.al nmeans. Ili such cases 1 have prescribeci Erg-o-
apiol (Smi-ithl), a comibinatian of the active principles of ergot
(erg-otine) parsley (apial) anci certain other emmnenoogues an(L
uterine tonics. In one case of this kinci wrhich came under my
observation some maonths agyo, I useci L-rgaýapial (Smith) withi
suchi markecl success, that TL learneci silice then -ta î-ely upon this
preparation in remioviiig the retaineci fragnents froni the uteruis,
enmptying- the organ anci reducing it ta its normal size anci fonc-
tions. The remecy in question lias proveci so truist\varthy in
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