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THE MASS.

Few of thoeo who read Tom Moore's
beautiful poems, hear hie touching Irish
melodies, or sing those exquisite songe
of that "Bard of the Land of Song," are
avare that the "poet of ail circles and
the Idol of his- own," wa not only a
genuine Cntbolc, but that he had cor-
posed several works upon the subject of
Catholie faith. Being ill and very
rmuch pressed for time this week ve will
give a chapter from that author with,
here and there, a comment of our own.
From what wu have said in the preced-
ing numbers of the system of mystery
and restraint which the Fathera of the
third and fourth centuries, but more
particularly of the former, thought it
politie to impose upon themselves in
speaking of the eucharist, iL will not be
deemed wonderful that there sbould
coeur passages in their public writinga
and disconrses, which, being intended
by them to be ambiguous, have fully
attained that clject; and that, designed
originn1ly as atich passages were to veil
the truth from the unbeliever and thei
heretia, they should, to eyes wilfully
blind, still perform the sanie office. The
only wonder Indeed is, taking afl the
circumstances we have reviewed into
consideration, that the number of pas.1
sages affirding this sort o.f handle to
misapprehension should have been se
inconsiderable ; and that, notwithstand-
ing al the fastidious caution of the
Fathers on this subject, such a mass of
explicit evidence so abundant and con-
vincing as, with any unbiassed mind, to
place the truth of the Catholio doctrine
respecting the euchariat beyond all
question.

"It was in the third century," says
Moore, "when the followers of Christ
were mont severely tried by the fires of
persecution, that the discipline of
secrecy with respect to this (the euchar-
ist) and other mnysteries, was moat
strictly obEerved. 'A faithful conceal-
ment,' says Tertullian, la due to ail mys-
teries from the very nature and consti-
tution of them. How much more muet
it be due to suclih eiyseries as, if they
iwere once discovered, couI ,not escape imn-
medialepunishlmentfronb the handof man.
(Ad. Nation, 1. 1.) It may be conceived
with what peculiar force such a motive
te secrecy vould be likely to act upon
mind naturaliy timid,-such as that ci
St. Cyprian, for instance, whoae indis-
position to martydom, however firmly
he at last met it, when inevitable, was
evinced on more than one occasion
wben ho prudently withdrew himseif
from ita grasp. We fne, accordingly,in
conformity with this timidity of char-
acter, that among the observers of the
Discipline of the Secret, he is allowed to
have.been one of the most circumspect
and close."

"It i indeed curlous, not only as
Ilustrative of the character of the indi-
vidial, but as part of that kindred des-
tinýywhich. seems :toihave. attended
threúghout, the t.wo thçlio dqgms of

the Triniiy:and thé Real Presence,. that
the same cautious St. Cyprian who, in
hit public letter to the Proconsul of
Africa, thougbt it prudent te keep the
Trinity out of sight, sbould have been
also the individual who, by bis evasive
language concerning the eucharist, has
been the means of furniehing the oppo-
nents eof a real, corporal presence,
with almost the only semblance of
plausible authority by which they sup-
port their heresy. Little did hé think,
good saint, that a day would come when
this prudence, or timidity, would be
made topass for orthodoxy, and when-
sturdy, a sticker as e was for the
supremacy of the Roman See-he sbould
attain the eminence, such as it is, of he-
ing the Drime saint of Protestants."

Even St. Çyprian, however, could not
help, on occasion, letting the true doc-
trine escape. Thus he says that, in the
eucharist, "we touch Christ's body and
drink bis blood," and in an epistle ta
Pope Cornelius, speaking of thé victins
of persecution. he says: " How sh all we
teach them te shed their blood for
Christ, if before tbey go te battle we do'
not give them Hie blood." Letms con-
tinue with Moore.: "It, would ho amus-
ing,-were not se awful a point of faith
the subject of such trifing,-to observe
the self-complacent triumph wiLh which
a Protestant controvertist site brooding
over one of these intentionally unmean.
ing passages of the Fathers, hatching it
into an an argument. ILi matters not
that the holy writer from whom the
passage is extracted las, in a hundred
others, pregnant both with meaning andi
with truth, borne teslimony te the h-
lief of his Church in that mighty nira-
cle-the fulfilment of a God's express
promise which takes place under the
veil of the euchariet. It matters not-
the one convenient passage is alone
brought forward again and again: the
professional controvertist muet still show
himself in theliste, however 'falsified '
his armour; and though self deception
is not always practicable in such cases,
the great point is till gained of deceiv-
ing others."

(" His shield la falsified" lis a meanu-
ing of the word which Dryden attempted
te introduce from the Italian.)

The argument drawn from the occa-
sional application of the words "type,"
" sign," " figure," &c., to the eucharist.
we have already disposed of; and a
large portion of the passages cited, ne
favourable te the Protestant aide of the
question, come under this predicament.
Moore Bays i "One' f the most trium-
phant pieces of evidence, however, (as
tbey themselves consider it) which the
champions of the reformed faith are in
the habit of bringing forward to prove
that Transubstantiation wuas not the be-
lief of the early Cburch, is te be found in
a passage or two from Theodaret aind
Gelasius (writers of the fifth century) in
which it is asserted that the nature ad
substance of the sacramental elements
remain after consecration." The extract
from Theodoret-we shall hre give in full
to show te what straits the opponents of
the Catholic -doctrine .must be driven,
when they contrive te oxtraot grounds
for triumph for such testimony. The
extract is from a work against a sect called
is the Eutychian@. The fictitious persons
Who discus the question are Orthodoxus,
who represents a Catholic, and Eranistes,
the Eutychian. Eran..-" I am happy
you have mentioned the divine myster-
îes. Tell me, therefore, wbat do you call
the gift that is offered before the priest's
invocation 7" Or.-" This muet not be
esid openly ; for some may be present
wlho are net initiated." Era.-" An-
swer, then, in hidden terms." Ort h.-
"'Weé call it an ailment made of certain
graing" Erwa-" An4 how dDoiyo all

jý

the.other symbol." Orth-"Wegive i!
a vame that denotes a cerlain Iîeverage."
E.an.-" And, after the conseoration,
what are .they called?" Orth.-" Thp
body of Christ and the blood of Christ."
Eran.--" And you believe that you par-
take of the body and blood cf Christ'V
Orh.-" So I believe." E An.-".As the
symbols, then, of the body and blood of
Christ were different before the con eera
tion cf the priest, and after that conse-
cration became changed and are nome-
thing else, in the samre manner we Euty-
chians say, the body of Christ after bis
ascension was cbanged into (he divine
essence." Orthw.-" Thou art taken in
thy own mare : for, aflter the consecra.
tion, the mystical symbole lose not their
proper nature; tbey remain both in the
figure and appearance of their former
substance, to ba seen and to be felt as
before ; but they are understood to be
what they have been made;; this they
are believed to be, and as such they are
adored."

Wu have here three, noier, Important
points acknowledged then :-First-A
change into "somethinlg ele " of the
ymbols after consecration.-Secondly-
. real presence of the bndy and blood of

Christ, and Thirdly-Aduration paid to
the sacrament in consequence. The on-
ly doubt the passage admits of is,
whether, contrary to the Catholic doc
trine, Orthodoxus means to assert that
the substance of the bread and wine re-
mains after consecration. The phrasej
"former substance," which seems to im-
ply that a second substance ha taken
the place of the first, might, certainly
warrant the assurmption that the whole
passage was meant orthodoxly. On
turning to the works of this Father,
edited by Garnier, we find it to be the
opinion of that learned Jesuit, aflter an
impartial inquiry into the exact beliel
of 'the anthor, thatTheodoret, had, on
the whole, a leaning to the consubstan-
Lial heresy."

Such, taken atLits very worst, là the
full extent of that lapse from crtbodoxy
into which, at most, two Fathers out of
the whole sacred basnd of the five frst
centuries, can be said to have fallen on
this sudject, and such the ouantwa and
qnality of that evidence egainst the doo-
Lrine of the ancient Catholic Church
which every succeEsive champion of Pro-
testantism brings forward, each triumph-
ing in the discovery of the sane worn-
out fool's paradise. The true view
of such insulated instances of
heterodoxy is to be found in the follow-
ing remarks which the aubject bas
drawn forth from the editor of that
vaInable compilation, 'The Faith of
Catholice.' Should it be conceded that
there is ambignity in these expressions,
or that even the authora of them meant,
to convey a sense, in our estimation
heterodox, how light muet their author-
ity be, when balanced against the mas-
sive evidence of se many writers of their
own age, and of the preceding cen-
turies 1"

THE FESTIVE SEASON.

Here is the Festive Season : the year
1893 is rapidly drawing to a close and
the usual preparations for Christmas and
New-Year are in progreus. It la indeed
a festive season that is at hand ; in-our
next issue we will speak of .Christmas
and aIl the ilories of that season of holy
peace and celestial joy ; the week after
we will speak of the New-Year.and the
joys that surtound that, important event.
For the present we are stililin Advent;
this is a seaion of preparation for the
happiness and joys of the festival timrne;
it is now a time for. reflection, fast ,nd
penance. Before vo are all whirled
away.in the festive happiness ht
Chrisunse anŠ4 Mew¥eg ag lef u

pause fr s. few moments and reflect
upon the reverse'of the medal. 'ttie
midst of ail tbeglries of the Holy Tim'
when*,lights fiash bright and usic rings
loud; when the.young are looking out
for Sant; Claus,.and the older people'are
en§oying their own share of the good
things, there'are hearts that are beavy,
souls thatlare sad, homes where nolights
gleam, places wbere no music sounds ;
and there are children for whom no Santa
Ciaus will come, and there are little cota
in which there arenobchildren to welcome
Santa Claus.

" For 'the remOry ofJoy là a adnems-
The dm LwliIgtit after the day;1

And the grave where we burY a gladness
Bends a grief,like a ghost, on our way."

Thus sang the Poet Priest, andin truth
the weird author was right. When we
speek of.Christnmas we almost always
view the bright festival thrnugh the
speetacles of happiness; we scarcely ever
dream of taking up le glasses Of life's
surrowful experience and, through them,
gasing upon the glow and enthusiasim of
the season.Seo the rows o! toy uin thewin-
d iw of thé merchants ; they tell a tale
of countless happy children ; but let us
net forget the number of poor, ragged,
half-fed, half clothed, balf-sheltered
tnrchins, whose eyes open wide in won-
,lerment and close in disappointment-
these beantiful things are not for tbem.
Se yonder,Christmas tree, it was intend-
ed te decorate a particular homee where
the children were te énjoy the fixing and
lighting of that time.honored ornament;
in theinterval the angel of Death visited
that household, and the littie angels are
now singing Christmas hymne in heaven,
while the lonely mother site by the
darkened hearthstone, and the Christmas
iree is neglected. For every heart that
is bright at Christmas Lime there are ten
hearts that are heavy and sore. There
is soarcely a home that has not some va-
cant chair when the Christmas dinner le
served. Scattered over theworld, away
beyond the seas, somein unknown lands,
others in unknown graves, the children
of our race are divided, and each fa.mily
has contributed its share te the number
of the absent.
" There never was asea-shore withont it drift-

Iug wrecir,
There ueverYwas au ocean without its

mnazlog wave;
And the goden gleains of glory the summer

âa» IhaL Ikýck.
Shine where dead stars are sleeping la

tuhitaznre-manued grave.",

With the old year that in dying there
are hupes vanisbing that shall not be re-
newed in the year to come ; with 1893
there are joys buried that can know nto
resurrection lu 1894. If thon man would
but reflect upon all the misery, the or-
row, the suffering, the untold woe and
the nameleus ills that throng the patbs
of life, especially at this season of the
y ear, te use the sublime words in Tom.'
son's seasons:
"Vice, lu its hlgh oRrearvroild stand asfppall'd,
Aud heediOSi, rambling, ImpulséIaa W1.

.ihnk."

There would be more true charity in
the world at bChristmas Mime, and the
number of hearte that migbt be made to
rejoice would be multiplied several
times. Thon would New-Years dawn
bring hope and consolation to many a
dreary home, and.the herald raye of 1894
would illumine the path that weary feet
must travel. We do not wish, when the
season is upon us, te dampen the ftstive
enjoyment with aa rcfiection or sevEre
moralizing; but we take advalitage of
this Advent period te beg ofO ur readers
to recali, wben the holy timà of jo aud
peace comes, the namber of sad hearts,.
that cannot enjoy the glow offestive
happidess. Let each one try in a smail
way at least, te add a ry:te the .fitful

fiauh of contentment that:fallä upn the
lhvts of. thé poor sad thé afilicted.
Angels sang "Glorias!' on théd firet. Christ-
mae nîight; but the Infañi crîd su the
HIl Muther. sufferei; ~.te isao

ano esopo,.t an g


