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EbiToRIAL NOTES.

Tris is certainly a cold world, or
rather a busy one, It is not so much on
account of an abscence of fellow-feeling,
or of charity that so many euffer untold
privatione in the very midst of plenty.
The world is too occupied with money-
muking ; everywhere there is a rush and
sweep past and the unfortunate drop by
the way side un-mnoticed. The world
reads of the sad death of some child of
fhe great and good, and the world says,
“what & pitty we did not kuow it "—
and the great social streany rolls on. As

. an illustration we find the following in
a London paper:

“1t is grievous to hear that the only
son of Balfe, the great Irish composer,
who enriched our operatic literature
with the Bolemiun Girl, is in snch a
state of distress that an appeal in his be
half has to be made to the charitable
public. We were under the impression
that his sister, the celebrated vocalist,
who had contracted rather wealthy mar-
rirges, was ina pusmon 10 come to his
aid, Anyhow, it is to be hoped the un-
bappy man will huve his heart comforted
at this festive seasun, He is not the only
one that would be giad to have n trifle of
of that missing word, coin, that is locked
up in the Bank of England.”

B ***

WE received a letter signed “ Sub-
scriber” telling us that mauny of our
readers are anxiousiy enquiring what has
become of our prolific correspondent
¢ K.’ whose manly, trenchant letters on
the ‘Schicol Question,” created such a
furore for the past months in education-
al circles, besides arousing public in-
dignation to aheight ofintensity seldom
equalled on any public question.” He
then asks if “K.” iy dead or if he has
offended, our School Commissioners.
“Surely,” he says, “ Tire TrRUE WITKESS,
.the only organ we TIrish Catholics haves
has not closed its columns against one
of the most powerful and earnest ad-
vocates of Irish Catholic rights.”
Frank answers ars awaited. The iast
letters of “K.” were sufficiently per
sonal to go to the very limit of public
discussion ; a lotter of his that we have
and did not publish goes beyond that
point. Unless there iz some tangible
public. benefit to issue from such cor-
respondence, it is only detremental to
all parties to give publicity to personal-
ities that indicate the desire to satisfy a
private spleen rather than attain a pub-
lic good. Moreover were we to publish
indiscriminately such correspondence,
we would, in all fuirnesd, be obliged to
give the counter personalities that would
be called forth. Thereby our columns
would simply become a battle-ground
for individuals paying off old scores, and
nien, even more competent than we are
to judge; look upon that course as at
variance with the mission of a religious
organ, “K* cannol complain, for he
received more space than half of our cor-

reapondeuts putb together.

*
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A PROBLEM has been submitted to us
foran approximate suswer.  What i
_the'ratio of densily of the popnlation of
-_fMontrea.l with regard to, ares, as com-
‘-;pared thh some of the great cmes'"of

"I the United States:

gay, New York, Chi-
cago, Fhiladelphia, Boston, Baltimore,
St. Louis and New Orleans?” Perhaps
some of our clever schoulboys and girls
would grapple with this interesting sub.
ject and give the benefit of their experi
ence.
***

A VERY MOURNFUL despatch [rom Lon-
don tells the unwelcome stury that “a
digease of the brain, which has for some
time atticted John Ruskin, is increasing.
He is docile and generally quiet, but has
the delusion that he is surrounded by
enemies, who are awaiting their chance
to assault him.” Pocr Ruskin! his
work is evidently done. Yet he per
formed more grand things than suflicient
to secure for his name a niche in the
temple of immortality. Over-worked,
the human system cannot unceasingly
stamd the strain. To Ruskin, as to many
another bright soul, a twilight is vouch-
safed, between the glory of his literury
day, and the darkness of the grave’s
long night. Such cases nlways recall to
onr mind the fate of Hugh Millar, Buat
for him it was not a calm blank at the
close of a storm voyage vpon the sea of
science. Scarcely bad he written the
last line of the * Footprints of Creation,”
which contends with his * Testimony of
the Rocks” for the palm of his master
piece; scarcely had lie Inid down his
powerful pen and turned to rest his
weary brain, than the darkness came—
Iike an eclipse upon the sun, like night
saddenly rushing over space. Buat with
the great mujority of the noble writers
deep thinkers, great minds that grew ex
hausted before the end, the blank was
calm and mournfully tengthy. We fear
it is to be so with Ruskin. But come
what may, aslong as the English Ian-
guage is read, and art admired, the gen-
erations of men can live with Ruskin
and bless him for the countless blessings
he has shed upon their way of life.

% *
*

It is surprising what a noise is made
whenever a handful of country people,
irritated on the one hand and excited on
the other, step over the threshold 6f the
Church and proclnim themselves Pro-
testants, The thing is so unfrequent that
the presg, lead by the 1Vitness, re-echoes
the news from Atlantic to Pacific. And
yet, all that time, without any pablic
demonstration, calmly, conscientiously,
and®ervently, studious menand women
are entering the fold of Catholicity. To
this siatement the general answer is that
these converis are minors, children, or
persons who change their religion after
marriage. Just to prove the contrary we
will give the figures of the conversions at
St. Patrick’s Church alone, during the
year 1892, Eighty were baptized Catho-
lica, Of that eighty, there were 37 males
and 43 females; 16 of them were mar-
ried and 64 were unmarried ; 23 were
minors (under 21 years) and 57 were ma-
jors ; under twelve years there were 7,
over twelve years, 73. These converts
are from the following persussions :
Anghcans, 57 ; Presbyterians, 97; Metho-’
dlsts, 2; Baptlsts, 5; Lul.henans, 1;8al-
vat.lomsts, 2 zmd undenommatmns.la,

And yet no person ever heard a word
about these conversions ; the Church of
Rome requires no flourish of trumpets to
prociain her triumphs ; she knows that
eventually all must be gathered into one

fold.
R

Ix the Sundry Oregonian of the 25th
Dec., there appeared an editorial under
the heading * A Relic of Medievalism,”
in which the editor attacks the hierarchy
of the Province of Quebec on account oi
the threatened suit between the Canada
Revue and the Most Rev. Archbishop of
Montreal. A Catholic correspondent
sends ue the article and asks for the
“fucts of the casze or cnses relerred to,”
as he does not think the editor in ques-
tion would do an injustice to the Catho-
iic Church. The fucts are very easily
stated, they require no elaboratton. Un-
der the mask of Catholicity the papers
in question seized upon an unforiunate
event, a sad scandul, and while heralding
it on all sides they pretended to be only
desirous Lo corrcet crrors and do away
with abuses. In order to earry out this
peculiar programme—the usnrping of
the ecclesiastical authority and dictat-
ing to the bhierarchy—they atiacked the
Sacraments of the Church and gave vent
to such principles as were the bnsis of
the Cominune in France. While deny-
ing to the eclergy the right to
have a say in politics, they intruded red-
handed upon the domain of the Chureh
and assumed the right to regulate its ac-
tions, even in its most sucred functions.

, | The united episcopate of the Province

repeatedly warned and advised, almost
begged and solicited these organs to dis-
coutinue. At last when no attention was
paid to the prelates, and ailtacks upon
the faith, upon the most sacred institu.
tions of the Church were repeated, and
under the garb of Catholicity these wri-
ters were attempting to undermine the
confidence of the faithful, the head of
the Church, in this section, was forced
to intervene and protect his flock from
the ravages of the wolf ; he simply drove
the wolf off from their doors. As a se-
quence one of the papers—still pretend-
ing to Catholicity—appeals to the Civil
Courts against the Ecclesiastical author-
ity. There is the sum and substance of
the whole matter.

***

WE find the names of four Quebecrcv-
erend gentlemen signed to a published
document that purports to be a state-
ment of facts prepared for the Commit-
tee of the Quebec Auxiliary Bible So.
ciety. One of these ministers is Rev. Mr.
Noble ; ergo we may expect more or less
exactness in the statement—we mean as
much exactness as an over-wrought zeal
and a blind bigotry will allow. The facts
{7) collected are for the purpose of prov-
ing that whenever a copy of the Holy
Scriptures is found in a Roman Catholic
family, the priest condemns it to the
flames for the zood of the people. To
substantiate this wholesale and absoluie-
1y false charge these learned gentlemen
furnish the public with four stories re-
sembling in every way the “ tales of our
grapdmothem.” The report says, “in

the light of these facts it would be too
much to say that the priesthood wilfully
deceive the people about the Scriptures
circulated by the Bible Society, but one
thing is quite evident that ‘they do err
not knowing the Scriptures.’” That ia
about on a par with the stories of the
woman in Daulacstreet, the family some-
where in St. Roch’s, and the indefinite
household in St. Sanveur. Surely four
reverend gentlemen must be very far
gone, or very much overcome by the
influence of fanaticism, when they can
subscribe their names Lo such a statement
and procluim it to be the fruit of their
labor and investigation. The idea that
the Cathoiic priesthood does not know
the Scriptures js a good one—there is
really someshing novel aboutit ; Mssrs,
Stobo and Compiny should get a patent
for it.
**-!(-

IT 1s woNDERFUL how the American
secular press grows excited over gvery
rumor about Mgr. Satolli, and pro-
nounces, off-handedly, upon his every
move and intention. Again, it is aston-
ishing with what avidity Italian de-
spatches are seized upon and trumpetted
all over the land ; while the wild and
unfounded statements of every petty
Neapolitan infidel sbeet are given to the
public with as much agsurance as if they
came from the Prelect of the Propa-
ganda. On January the fifth, Mgr.
Satolli wus ot to be tolerated by the
American Bishops ; the Vatican, there-
fore, was obliged to recall him instead
of having him remnin in Ameriea to
represent the Pope at the Chicago
World’s Fair. A sad state of things,
indeed! On January the sixth there
was not a particle of truth in the state-
ments quoted from the Neapolitan press.
‘On January the seventh Mgr. Sntolli re-
ceived & special benediction and instruc-
tions widening his powers. What are
we to conclude from all this? Simply
the less the outside world meddies in
Mgr. Satolli’s atfairs the less people will
make fools of themselves before the eyea

of the world.
¥* %

Tuxr Southern Crosa;, of Adclnide, gives
the religious census of the Australian
colonies. In ali Australia the members
of the Church of England number 1,485,
066 ; the Catholics, 801,118 ; the Presby-
terians, 493,369; and the Wesleyan
Methodists, 354,594. These vre the four
most numerous detiominations. The
percentages of Catholics in the varicus
colonies are :~—New South Wales, 2553 :
Western Australia, 2532 ; Queénsland,
2356 ; Victoria, 21'81 ; Tnsmania, 17°58 :
South Australia, 1472; and New Zea-
land, 13'93. Ngw South Wales is, there-
fore, the colony in which the Catholic
Church claims the greatest number of
adherents, whilst in New Zealand the
proportion is lowest, but even there
Catholics farout number every denom-
ination except the Anglicans and the
Presbyterians. The percenbage of Catho-

lica for all the colonies is 21:08, or over
one-fifth of the toha.l populatlon.

Tue Chiniquy pa.mphlet. will be ready
next week. Orders sent in to this office

will be promptly attended -to.



