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Michael -Strogoft woré; & bandsome military

aniferm, something resgmbling thiat ofa light

cavalry officer in the -ﬂeld—b’ootd,qpurs, half
tightty-fitting trousers, brown peligse, trim-

med with fur and ornamented with yeilow

braid. On his brenst: glittered & crose and
1s. }
mehdl?chael Strogoff be]onged to the speciel
corps of the Czars couriers, ranking as an cffi-
cer among those w1_ck.ed men.. His most du_;-
cernible characteristic—particlarly in his
walk, his face, in the whole man, and which
the Czar perceived ata glsn?e--wa.s,' that he
was “a fultiller of orders.” He, therefore,
possessed one of the most serviceable quali-
ties in Russia—one which the celebrated nov-
elist; Tourgueneff, says, “will lend to the
higheat pnaitionsin the Muscovite Empire.”

In short, if any one could accomplish this
journey from Moscow to Irkutsk, across the
rebellions country, surmount obstacles, and
wrave perils of all sorts, Michael Strogoll was
theA ?ig{mstance especially favarable to the
success of his plans Wwas, that he was_thor—
oughly acquainted with the country wlalch l_le

was about to traverse, and understood its dif-
{erent dialects—not only from having irav-
eled there before, but because he was of Sibe.
rian origin.

His father—old Peter Strogoff, dend ten
years since—inhabited the town of Omsk,
sitnated in the government of the same tnme ;
apd his mother, Marfa Strogoff, lived there
stiil. 'There, amid the wild steppes of the
provinces of Omsk and Tobolsk, had the
famous huntsman brought up his son Michael
to endure hardships. Peter Strogoff was a
buntsman by profession. Summer and Win-
ter—in the burning heat, as well as when the
cold was sometimes fifty degrees below zero
—he scoured the frozen plains, the thickets of
bicch and larch, the ptne forests; setting
traps ; watching for small game with his gun,
and for large game with the spear or knife.
The large game was nothing less than the Si-
perian bear, o formidable and ferocious ani-
mal, in size equaling its fellow of the frozen
seas.  Deter Strogoff had killed more than
thirty-vine bears—that is to say, the fortieth
had fallen under his blows; and according to
tussian Jegends, most huntsmen who have
been lucky enough ub to the thirty-ninth
bear, have succumbed to the fortieth.

Peter Strogoff had, however, past the fatal

number without even a scrutch. From that
time, his son Michael, aged eleven years,
never failed to accompany him to the hunt,
carrying the ragatine, or spear, ready to come
te the nid of hig father, who was armed only
with a knife. When he was fourteen, Michael
Strogoff had killed his first bear, quive alone—
that was notning ; but after stripping it, he
dragged the gigantic animal's skin to his
fathers houre, many versts distant, thus ex-
hibiting remarkable strength in a boy so
young.
" This style of life was of great benefit to him,
and when he arrived at manhood he could
bear any amount of cold, heat, hunger, thirst,
or fatigue. Like the Yakout of the northern
vountries, he was made of iron.  He could go
four-aud-twenty hours without eating, ten
nights without sleeping, and could make him-
self a shelter in the open steppe, where others
would have frozen to death. Gifted with
marvelous acuteness, ruided by the instinct
of the Delaware of North America, over the
white plain, when every object was hidden in
mist, or even in higher lutitudes, where the
polar night is prolonged for many days, he
could find his way when others would have
hiad no idea whither todirect their steps, All
his father's secrets were known to him. He
had learned to read almost imperceptible
signs, the forms of icicles, the appearance of
the small branches of trees, mists rising far
away on the horizon, vague sonuds in theair,
distant reports, the flight of birds through the
foggy atmosphere, a tbousand circumstances
which are so many words to those who can
decipher them. Moreover, tempered by snow
like & Damascus blade in the waters of Syra,
he had a frame ot iron, as General Kixsoff had
said, and whut was no less true, a heart of
gold.

The only sentiment of love felt by Michael
Strogoff was that which he entertained for his
mother, the aged Marfa, who could never be
induced to leave the house ofthe Strogofts, at
Omsk, on the banks of the Istish, where the
old huntsman and she had lived so long to-
gether.  When her son left her, he went away
with a full heart, but promising to come and
see her wheaover ha could passibly do go;
:iml this promise he had always religiously
kept.

When Michael was twenty it was decided
that he should onter the personal service of the
Emperor of Russia, in the corps of the couriers
of the Czsr. The hardy, intelligent, zealous,
well conducted young Siberian first distin-
yuished himself especially in a journey to the
Caugasus, through the midst of a diflicult
country, mvaged by some restless successors
of Schamel; then luter, in an important mis-
sion to Petropolowski, in Kamschatkas, the ex-

treme limit of Asiatic Russia. During these
loug jourpeys he displuyed suchk marvelous
coolnuss, prudenceand courage, as to gain him
tho approbation nnd protection of his chief,
who rapidly advanced him in his profession.

The furlonghs which were bis due after
these distant missions, although he might be
separated from her by thousands of ve.sts,
and winter had rendered the roads almost im-
passable, he has never failed to devote to his
old mother. Having been much employed in
the south of the empire, he had not recn old
Murfu for three years—three ages! The first
time in his lifc he had been 8o long absent
from her. Now, howevg, in a few days he
would obtain his furioug!, and he bad accord-
ingly already made preparations for departure
for Omsk, when the events which h ave been
related, gceurred. Michael Strogoft was the: e-
fore introduced into the Cgar's presence in
complete ignorance of what the Emperor ex-
pected from him.

. The Czar, apparently satisfied with hls scru-
tiny, went to bis bureau, and motioning to the
Chief of Police to seat Limself, dictated, in a
low voice, a letter of not more thun a fow
lines.  The letter penned, the Czar re-read it
altentively, and then signed it, praceding his
nnme with these words, “Byt po semon,”
Which siguifying ©8o De it," constitutes the
decisive formula of the Russian emperors.

"The Tetter was placed in an envelope, which
was sealed with the imperial arms.

The Cznr, vising, told Michael Strogoff to
draw near, ;

Michael advanced a fow steps, and then
stood motionless ready to answer. - -

The Czar again looked him full in the face,
and their oyes met. Then in an abrupt tone:

¢“Thy namo ?" he asked. = :

* Michael Strogoff, site.”

“Thy rank ?” ’

“Captain in the corps of ‘co!ur_iera of the

Czar . S
“Thou dnst know Siberia?” = .., .
“I am a Sibetian”” 7. . .
“ A pative of—7" r
4 Omwk, Sire.” S
% Hagt thou relations there 2 . ., .
“Yeggire” - - o
i Wha;t(re]:itlons,?f’;' o
“Myold mother,” "+, . ‘
The Czuw suspended 'his questions for.a
moment. " Then pointing to the letter which:
beheld inhishand: | | | . ..

-

-1 firt train,

" «Here ia & letter which ‘I charge thee
Michael Strogoff to deliver into the hands of
the Grand Duke, and to no other but him.”

« 1 will deliver it sire” -

# The Grand Duke is at Irkutsk.”

« 1 will go to Irkutek™ :

4 Thou wilt have to traverse a rebellious
country, invaded by Tartars, whoss interest it
will be to intercept this letter.”

] will traverse it.”

« Above all, beware of the traiter, Ivan
Ogareff, who will perbaps meet thee on the
way.”

« I will beware of him."

#«Wilt thou pass through Omsk ?"

# Sire, that is my route.”

#If thou dost see thy mother, there will be
the risk of being recognized. Thou must not
see ber {”

Michael Strogoff hesitated a moment,

I will not see her,” said he.

“ Swear to me, that nothing will make thee
acknowledge who thou art, nor whither thou
art going.”

«] swearit.”

# Michael Strogoff,’ continued the Cuar,
giving the letter to the young courier, # take
this letter; om it depends the safety of all Si-
beria, and perhaps the life of my brother, the
Grand Duke.”

« This etter shall be delivered to His High-
ness, the Grand Duke.”

« Thou wilt pass, whatever happens ?”

# 1 shall puss, or they sball kill me.”

«T waut thee to live”

#T shall live, and I shall pass” answered
Michael Strogoft.

- The Czar appeared satisfied with Strogofls
calm and simpleanswer.

- Go, then, Michael Strogoft,” said he, # go
for Gud, for Russia, for my brother, and for
myself.”

The courier having saluted his sovereign,
immediately left theimperial cabinet, and, in
4 few minutes, the New Palace.

“You made a good choice there, General®
said the Czar.

« I think so, sire” replied General Kissoff;
“and Your Majesty may be sure that Michuel
Strogoff will do all that a man can do.”

# He is indeed a man,” said the Czar.

CHAPTER 1V.

Tae distance between Moscow and Irkutsk,
about to be traversed by Michael Strogofl; was
five thousand two hundred versts. DBefore the
telegraph wire extended from the Ural Moun-
tains to the eastern frontier of Siberia, the
dispatch service was performed by couriers,
those who traveled the most rapidly takiog
eighteen days to get from Moscow to Irkutsk.
But this was the exception, und the journey
through Asiatic Lusssin usually occupied
from four to five weeks, even though every
available means of transport was placed ut the
disposal of the Czar's messengers.

Michael Strogoff was & man who feared
neither frost wor snow. e would have pre-
ferred travelling during the severe Winter
season, in oraer that he might perform the
wholv distance by sleighs. At that period of
the year the difticulties which all other means
of lucomotion present are grea 1y dimiunished,
the wide steppes being levelled by snow,
while there are no riverd to cross, but simply
sheets of glass, over which the sleigh glides
rapidly and easily.

Perbaps certain natural phenomera are
most to be feared at thut time, such as long
continiing and demse fogs, excessive cold,
fearfully heavy suow storms, which some-
times eovelop whole caravans and cause
their destruction.  Hungry wolves algo roam
over the plain in thoussuds. Dut it would
have been better for Michael Strogoff to face
these risks; for during the Winter the Tar-
tar invaders would bave been stationed in the
towns, their marauding bands would not be
overrunning the steppes, any movement of the
troops would have been impracticabls, and he
could consequently have more easily per-
formed his journey. But it was not in his
power to choose either his own weather or his
owutime. Whatever were the circumstances,
he must accept them and set out.

Such were the difficulties which Michael
Strogofl boldly confronted and prepared to en-
counter.

In the first place he must not travel as a
conrier of the Czar naually would. Ko one
must even guspoct what be renlly was. Spies
swarm in a rebellious country ; let Lim Le
recognized, and his mission would be in
dauger. Also, while supplying kim with a
large sum of moncy, which was sufticient for
his journey, and would facilitate itin some
mensure, General Kissoff had not given him
any document notifying that he was on the
Ewperor's service, which is the Sesame par
excellence. He contented himself with fur-
nishing bhim with a podorojna.

The polorejus was made out in the name of
Nicholas Korpanoff, merchant, living at Ir-
kunwsk. Itauthorized Nicholas Korpauoff to
be accompanied, if requisite, by one or more
persons, and, moreever, it was, by special noti-
fication, made available in the event of the
Muscovite government forbidding natives of
any other conntries to leave Russia.

The podorojua is simply a permission to
take post-horses; but Michael Strogoff was
not to use it unless he was sure that by so do-
ing he would nut excite suspicion as to his
mission, that is to say, while he was on Euro-
pean territorgy. The consequence wag that
in Biberi, while traversing the insurgent pro-
vinces, he would have no power over the re-
lays, either in the choice of horses in prefer-
ence to others, or in demanding conveyances
for his personal wse; neither was Michael
Strogoff to forget that he was no longer a
courier, but 4 plain merchant, Nicholag Kor-
panoff, traveling from Moscow to Irkutsk, and
as such, exposed to all the impediments of an
ordinary journey.

‘To pass uukoown more or {ess rapidly, but
to pass somehow or other, such were the di-
rections he had received.

Thirty years previonsly the escort of a
traveler of rank consisted of not less than two
bundred mounted Cossacks, two hundred fuot-
soldiers, twenty-five Baskir horsemen, three
hundred camels, four hundred horses, twenty-
five wagons, two portable boats, and two
pieces of cannon. All this was requisite for a
journey in Siberia. :

Michael Strogoff, however, had nelther can-
non, nor hordemen, nor {oot-soldiers, nor
beasts of burden. He would travel in & car-

‘riage or on horseback, when he could ; on foot

when he could not. :

There would be no more difficulty in get-
ting over the first fifteen hundred versts, the
distance between Moscaw and the Russian
frontier. Railronds, post-carriages, steam-
boats, relays of horses, were £t every one's dis-
posal, and conrequently at the disposal of the
courier of the Czar,” ' .

. Accordingly, on the morning of the 16th of
July, having doffed his uniform, with a knap-
sack on-his back, dressed in the simple Rus-
sian costume, tigbtly-fitting tunic, the tradi-
tional belt of the Moujik, wide trousers, gar-
tered .at the- knees, and’ high boots, Michael
Strogo arrived at the station in time for the
"He cairied no arms, openly at
least, but under‘1's belt-wis hidden a re-
volver; and in Lis pocket one of those large
kaives, resembling both & cutlassand a yata-

ghan, with whi¢h » Siberfan buater can so )

nently dissmbowel a bear without injuring its

precious fur.

A .crowd of travelers had collected at the

-Moscow station. The stations on the Russian

railroads are much used as places for meeting,
not only by those who are about to proceed by
the train, but by friends who come to see them
off. 1t indeed resembles, from the variety of
characters assembled, a small News Ex-
change,

The train in which Michael took his placa
wad to set him down st Nijni-Novgorod.
There terminated, at that time, the iron road
which, uniting Moscow and St. Petersburgh,
will eventually continue to the Russian fron-
tier. It was a journey of about four hundred
versts, and the train would accomplish it in
ten hours. Once arrived at Nijni-Novgored,
Strogoff would, according to circumstances,
either take the land rToute or the gteamer on
the Volga, so as to reach tho Ural Mountains
as Boon &s possible.

Michael Strogoff ensconced himself in his
corner, like a worthy citizen whose affairs go
well with him,and who endeavors to kill time
by sleep.

Nevertheless, as he was not alone in his
compartment, he slept with one eye open, and
listened with both his ears.

In fact, the rumor of the rising of the Kir-
ghiz hordes, and of the Tartar invasion, had
transpired in some degree. 'The occupants of
the carriage, whom chance had made his tra-
velling' companions, discussed the subject,
though with that caution which has become
habitual among Russiang, who know that spies
are ever on the watch for any treasonable ex-
pressions which may be uttered.

These travelers, as well as the larger num-
bar of persons in the train, were merchants on
their way to the celebrated fair of Nijui-Nov-
gorod. A very mixed assembly, composed of
Jews, Turks, Cossacks, Russinns, Georginng,
Knlmucks, and others, but nearly all speakiog
the nativnal tongue.

They disclosed the pros and cons of the
scrious events which were taking place be-
yond the Ural, and those merchants scemed to
fear lest the government should be led to take
restrictive measures, especially in the pro-
vinces bordering on the frontier—measures
from which trade would certainly sufier.

It must be confessed that those selfish in-
dividuals thought only of the war, that is to
say, the suppression of the revolt and thestrug-
gle against the invasion, trem the siogle point
of view of their threatened interests. The
presence of a private soldier, clad in his uni-
form—and the importance ¢f a uniform in
Russia is great—would bave certainly becn
enough to restrain the merchants’ tongues.
Butin the compurtment occtipied by Michae!
Strogoff, there was no one who could even be
suspected of being a miijitary man, and the
Czur's courier wus not the person to betray
himself. He listened, then.

«They say that caravan teas are up,” re-
marked a Persisn, known by his cap of Au-
stralian fir, and hLis awple brown robe, worn
threadbare Ly use.

¢ 0Oh, there’s no fear of teas fulling,” an-
swered an old Jew of sullen aspect. ¢ Those
in the market at Nijoi-Novgorod will be easily
cleared off by the West; but, unfortunately,
it won't be the same with Bokhara carpets.”

“YWhat! are you expecting goods from
Bokbara?" asked the Persian.

“ Nu,but from Samarcand, and that is even
more exposed. The 1dea of reckoning on the
exports of a country in which the khars are
in a state of revolt from Khiva to the Chinese
frontiers."

u Wall," replied the Persian, #if the carpets
do notarrive, the drafts will not arrive either,
I suppose.”

“ Aud the profits, Father Abrabam!” ex-
claimed the littte Jew, “do you reckon them
as nothing ¥

% You are right,” said another traveler:
“zoods from Central Asia run a great risk of
falling in the market, and it will be the same
with the Samurcand carpetsas with the wools,
wallow and shawls from the Xust.”

% Why, look oat, little father,” said a Rus-
sian traveler, in & bawvtering tonc; © youll
greaso your shawls terribly if you mix them
up with your tullow,”

« That amuses you," sharply auswered the
merchant, who had little relish for that sort of
joke.

Well, if you tear yonr hair, or throw ashes
on your hend," replied the traveler, ¢ will that
change the course of events? No, no more
than the course of the Exchange.”

#« One can easily see that you are not a mer-
chant,” vbserved the littlo Jew.

« Faith, no, worthy son of Abraham! I sell
neither hopr, nor cider down, nor haney, nor
hemp seed, nor salt meat, nor caviare, nor
wood, nor wool, nor ribbons, nor hemp, nor
flux, por morocco, nor furs—-—"

« Byt do you buy them ?" asked the Persian,
interrupting the travelers list,

« Ay little as 1 can, and only fer my own
private use” answered the other, with a
wink.

« He's a wag," said the Jew to the Persian

« Or & 8py,”" replied the other, loweriog his
voice.

«We bad better take care, and not speak
wmore than necessary. The police are not
over particulurin these times, and you never
can know with whom you are traveling.”

In another corner of the compartment they
were spenking less of murcantile affairs, and
more of the Turtar invasion and its annoying
consequences,

« Al} the horses in Biberia will be requisi-
tioned,” said a traveler, #and commanication
betwoen the different provinces of Central
Asia will become very difficult.”

«Is it truy,” asked his neighbor, that the
Kirghiz of the middle horde have made com-
mon cause with the Tartara

“ 8o it is said,” answered the traveler, lower-
ing his voice; * but who can flatter themselves
that they know anything really of what is
going on in this country 7"

41 have heard rperk of concentration of
troops on the frontier. The Don Cossacks
have already gathered along the course of the
Volga, and they are to be opposed to the
rebel Kirghiz."

#If the Kirghiz descend the Irtish the route
to Irkutsk will not be safe,” obrerved his
neighbor. ¢ Besiles, yesterday I wanted to
send a telegram to Krasnoiarsk, snd it could
not be forwarded - Its to be fenred that be-
fore long the Turtar columns will have iso-
luted Eastern Siberia.”

#In ghort, little father,” continued the first
spenker, ¢ these merchants have good reason
for being uneasy about their trade and trans-
actious. After rvequisitioning of the horses,
they will requisition the boats, carriages, every
menng of trankport, until the time will come
when no one will be allowed to tuke even one
step throughout g1l the empire.”

#I'm much afraid that the Nijni-Novgorod
fair won't end as brillinntly as it has begun,”
responded the other, shaking his head. ¢ But
the safety and integrity of the Rusaian terri-
tory béfore everything. Business ¥ only
business.” ,

If in this compartment the subject of con-

- versation varied but little—nor did it, indeed,

in the dther carriages of the. .train~~in all it
might have beeu observed that the talkers
used much circumspection. . When tkey did
happen to venture out of ihe region of fucts,
they never went 5o far n8 to attempt to divine
the intentions:of this Muascovite' government,
even to criticize them.".” = o
"(To be continued.)

— THE SUSPENKDED BANK.,

The True Position of the Mechaunics’
Bank-Statement of a Directoxr of Mol.
sons’ Bank—A Letter fvoma Mr. Mens
nies, Cashier of the * Mechnmics’.*

The suspension of the Mechanics' Bank
Wednesday afternoon, caused nlarm among
the working classes of citizens, who are un-
fortunately for themsclves the only heavy
sufferers, for as stated in our six o'clock edi-
tion yesterday, the total ofthe liabilities is not
large, bewng officially estimated at $547,238.71,
and theeffect of the swspension upon financial
circles generally will not be important. No
large business firms dealt in the Bank, and
none of the monetary institutions are inter-
ested to amy considerable extent. Several
contlicting statements were current on tho
streets Wednesdny evening concerning the
causes of suspension, and accordingly we
withheld publication of full particulars until
the actual position of aftuirs could be ascer-
tained.

TUE DIMEDIATE CAUSE.

of the Bank having to close itd doors was the
action of Molsons’ Bank yesterday in declin-
to honor the settlement cheques Learing the
name of the Mechanics’ Bank, which colirse,
as will be #cen in what follows, the Molsoos’
Bank was at liberty to adopt at any time
during the past three years. It will be re.
membered that during the autumn of 1875
this same Mechanics” Dank, through some
mismanagement, was compelled to suspend
payment, and on the 18th December, of that
year, the BMolsons' Bank agreed to advance
125,000 to enable the Mechaunics’ Bank
to resume Dbusiness, and whortly after-
wards operations were commenced by the
latter, and have been continned with the
assistance of the said loan cver siuce.  There
wag, however, no written agreement, it reems,
between the two institntions as to the term of
the loan, and hence the ability of Molsons’
Bank to cause suspension at any time—
strange as it may appear. In 1876 an Act
was passed in Parliament, authorizing the re-
duction of the nominal value of the shares to
649 per cent, and issue of 3300,000 preferential
stock, which should bear issue at 8 per cent,
to be a first charge ou the savings.  Acvond-
ingly, at the shareholders’ meeting in July
fullowine, the capital stock was reduced, and
preferential shares issued, and since that
time, it is stated, the bank has earned suf-
ficicnt to pay interest on the loans from the
Molsons' Bauk and on the preferential stock
taken up, and leave a batance at credit

of profit and loss account, At the last
annual meeting  of the Dank, in July
last, the statement then  presented,

showed the earnings of the year, after paying
interest on preference stock, to be S5,804,
which was transferred to the profit and loss
account, making the total credit $15,739.19.
THE INDERTEDNESS TO THE MOLSONS' BANK
has been gradually reduced, and, it is stated,

of Molson's Bank ; but the lutter gentlenan
denivs the statement appearing in to-day's
Guzette that the cheques of the Mochanics
Baok were refused acceptunce without any
warning or explanation to the ofilvials of the
Mechanies' Bank. Mr. Angus, of the Bank
of Montreal, as well as the City Treasurer,
ulso stopped the receipt of Mechanics' Bank
bills yesterday afternoon, but so far as can be
nscertuiged this morning, the position of the
suspended Bank was no worse, and vome re-
ports make it better than at any previous
period since its re-orgauizition, and the di-
rectors were, no doubt, unprepured for the
course adopted by Molsons' Bank. According
to the monthly statement for April of the
Mechanics' Bonk, published in the Cunals
Guazelte of Suturday last, the assets, §721,135 04,
exceed the linbilities by S173,917, exclusive of
the capital paid up, $194,704. Against the
circulation and deposits, amounting to
$420,000, the cash reserve i3  only
$8,000, but it mnst be remembered
that the bank kept its reserve with the
Molsons and the settlements were made by
cheque on the latter fnstitution.  The cireula-
tion of the bank was large considering the
nature of the business, and constituted an ele-
ment of some danger, but the proceeds of the
circnlation, we are informed, were used for the
purpoee of reducing the loan from the Mol
sons’ and saving the interest on that wccount,

THE DIRECTORS OF THE LANK

are Mesers. C. J. Brydges, President; Walter
Shanly, Vice-President ; John MeDougall and
Samuel Waddell.

The authorized capital of the bank is
81,000,000 ; subseribed capital, 8243374 ;
pnid-up capital, $194,704; cirenlation, $168,-
132 ; Domiuion Government deposits, $2,024 ;
ather deposits on demand, $230.302; after
notice, $21,158; due other banks, $:.12,820;
total linbilities, $547,238.

The President of the Bank is now in Mani-
toba, but his return home i¢ expected soon,
and it is said that it iz only a question of time
when the deposits in the Savings Department
will be paid in full, and pending further de-
velopments, holders of bills sbould not part
with them at apy large discount. Further
particulars will appear in our later editions.

The following written notice is posted up
on the closod door of the Bank this (Thurs-
day) morning :

« In consequence of the difficulty of realiz-
ing the assets of the Bank, owing to the
pressure of the times, it has become vecessary
for the protection ot all interests, and pend-
ing the preparation of & complete statement
of affairs, to surpend payment fer the present.

“ (Signed,)
«W. Suaswy,
« Vice-President.”

On further enquiry it appears that when the
Mechanics’ Bank was in distress a little over
three years ago, the required pecuniury ax
sistance was granted by the Bank of Montreal
on certain conditions, one being that the
amount was sccured by the Molsuns' Bank.,
It now transpires that the advance
bad been carried longer than the
time originally &pecified, and the « Molaons'”
had, of course,.to meet the obligation. It is
further stated that the Molrons' Bank has been
carrying about $190,000 for the Meschanics’
Bank for several mouths past, but with the
understanding that the liability would be re-
duced to a reasonable extent every month, Up
to within a few days ot the suspension $40,000
Lad been received on account of thy possible
reduction of the indebtedness to the Molsons'
Bank by $70,000, but immediately after plac-
ing that ameunt to the credit of the Mechanics'
Bank, the Molsona Bank wasg arked to honor
cheqoes to the extent of about $20,000, and on
enquiry $15,000 more were discovered to be
ont, making a towal of $35,000, against the
$40,000 which had just been paid on the in-
debtedness. . Thercfore the refural of the
cheques by the Molsons’ Bank on Wednesday
could not bave been without mature consi-
deration. The circulation of the: Mechanics’
Bank hag been about trebled since the begin.
ning of 1877, and demand depositsin the
-same period have increased fully $100,000.
“T'he following statement waa written yeater-
day Jor publication by a Director of XMolsons'
‘BanX r— . . . .

“Instead of the facts being as stated in the.
Quazette this morning, the Molsons’ Bank has

treated the Mechanics’ Bank with the greatest
and prolonged forbesrance. The Molsons’ Bank

hasg meny months pastadvanced to it nlarger
sum than promlised at the timejof the reorgnniz-
tion ($125,001), and such a pass had it to.come to
that during the past few weeks the hoooring of
the settlement ohcgues of the Mcchanies’ Bank
wag & matter of dally conslderattom, and on
several oceasions specinl meetings of the Board
had reen called tosanction thelr being honored,
as the amount exceeded the sum thae cashier
wus anthorized to accept. They (the Machunics'
Banlkk people) knew from communjeatians
made to them, both written and werbal, during
the past six months, that they vwere in, dally
peril  As long ago as December 1est the Mech-
ankes’ Bank wus advised to make arrangements

clspwhere, as the Mol-ons’ Bank would not be
| bound to carry them on; everything depended
upon the prudence of the manngement.”

The following letter has also been handed
to us for publication :—

Tue Mrcuasws' BANK, H
MONTREAL, May 20, 1870, §
C. J. Brydges, Prestdent ;
Walter Shanly, Viee-President.
F. Wolferstan Thomas, Kiq. :

DEAR Nin,—~I desire to remove an lmpression
thint T am told prevalls insome quarters that the
Molsons’ Ranlk has aneted unfairly and harshiy
towards this Bank,

Asamaltterof fact, I must bear sincero testi-
mony to the genvral lenteney and falr treat-
ment the Mechanies” Bunk has received from
the Molsons',

We have been vory often, during the past
three years, Indebted 1o you for timely assist-
ance, ad althoteh your refusut of clivgues yes-
terday wits asurprise to me and the Board, [
cannol say, taking a calm view of the whole
subjrar, that 1 ean blame your Board, ns bus-
ness men, for taklug thut course,

Lanm, dear sir,

to the satisfuction of the Directors aud Cashier !

Your obedlent wervant,
Jo Ho MENZIFN,
LCashiler,
e ——E P Er—— - -

VECE-REGAL MOVEMENTS.

Vinit to the Convent of the Saeroed Ienrd,
Snnlt aux Recollets.

At about 2:15 p.m. 27th ult, the Gover-
nor-General, Princess Louice and snite ar-
rived at the main entrunee of the Convent of
the Sacred Heart at the Back River, nnd were |
received Ly His Lordship Bishiop  Mabre,

(Slgned,)

thank you for the beautiful reception ac-
corded us to-day, and in the few words I will
utter I will speak in English for ore special
renson, which, perhaps. you will readily
puess. I will not say it is becawse I would
not be quite- as much at home speaking in
French, although you have your suspicions
npon that score too, but becnnse a great
French King once said that Eaglish was the
language ia- which the birds usually spoke.
At the reception to-day a bird bas played a
great part. I will hardly be totally unable to
use any phrases which wiil at all equal the
grace of those used in the beautiful dislogues,
which 1 believe have been composed by one
of the sieters here to whom you look with re~
verence, and which has been 8o excellently
interpreted by you. Although my words to
you ou on this occasion will be beicf, they
will be hearty. 1 assure you we are most
grateful for the thegreat preparntion nnd care
bestowed on the arrangements for orr recep-
tion, and we have already seen that you here
leara fabor which will give you occupation,
that in cowrse of time and during your
life will, I assure you, be of e mrecicst
assistance to you, for, ufter al), what is a
woman's life unless she hns mvch cecupa-
tion, and what homo can bebappy without
it? The ceremony to-day has been graced
ami dignified by the presence of e Lord
Bishop, to whose fatherly care you owe se
much ; and it has alxo been dignified by the
presence of the Minister of Militin and De-
funee, whe has control over the treops which
made xuch a fine digploy in Montreal on ihe
Oneen's Birthday, amd the thunder of whose
distant cavnon might even have been heard
bere. 1 can only thank you most beartily
and ausure you that we apprecicte very muel:
ull the cure you have taken iu prranging for
our receptionn to-day, and we rejoice (o sec
that in this house the principles inculeated
nre the fear and love of God, and loyalty tc
our rovereign the Queen. 1 am asked by {he

Cavon Morean, Sister Dommasine, Mother
Superioress, and other Sisters of the Convent.
as well as several ot the Montreal clergy. 1t
was evident without much oratory that Iis
Excelleney and  his Royal wife were wel- |
come, nnd so they passed into the principal
hall of the building, where the pupils were
drawn up on either side, all dressed in white,
presenting o very {ine appearance. The way |
in which the interior wns decorated was a
marvel to behold, and secmed to please the
distinguished visitors very much.  Mottoes
were placed on the walls; wreaths of flowers
and sultable emllems pleased the eye where-
ever it travelled. The more ndvanced musical
pupils sung the Nutional Aunthen, the barp
and pinno being the instruments used in ne-
companiment.  Miss Sheridan, of "Toronto,

| then read the following address

{ To s Ereclienen the Right Howmrahle Siry

{ dobin Dowgles Sutherlan t Comphedl, Kuinht
af the Thistle, Kutpht Grand Cross of the |
Most Honvralle Order of St Mivhael an'?
St. leargey, Marquis ot Lorns, Aloreruor-
rneral ot the Domineon of Canalda, efr,
el

May o Preass Yors Eacruirsev,—The
winds are yet wafting over the Atlantic
soutuds of the rejoicings with which, but yenster- \
day, » loyal and devoted nation saluted for
thesixticth time the birthdey of its beloved
Queen.  Those sounds of rejoicing travelling
with increase to the distant boundarices of
Canada have there met respongive reverbera-
tions thrilling cvery grateful heart proud to
own the sway of our Most Gracious Queen.

Our convent halls are not silent while
human acclumations Joud,and the booming of
cannon and martinl music are heard through-
out the land. Our hearts have exulted, too,
and onr voices hive awakened anthems not
fers gludsome than any heard on these shores,
With geod reason may we indulge the out-
burst of delight; for, if there be one earnest
desire cherished by the people of our countey,
it is that which would claim the boon ot onr
august Sovereign's presence, for o while at
Flenst, in these her Western domains. The
hope few venture indeod to foster; so far
wonld itn finifilment scem to exceed every
reusonable desire; and yet we almost he-
hold its renlization to-day in the presence of
the noble, the royal rulers who came to us
ns the special envoys of our dearly cherished
Queen,  In the gentle Princess who here pra-
. ciously accompnnies your Excellency we love
| to trace the counterpart of these clevated and

womanly virtues which have so long circled
Victorin's name with an unreola all its own.
Our homage we proffer to your Excellency as
to the worthy representative of regal qualities
that have won for the reign of Her Gracious
Mujesty a place apart in history and most
brillinnt nnnals.  Therefore, is it not just
that our gladness should redouble on this
ocension when our peaceful cloisters are thus
honored by guests whore presenco thrills
gvery fibre in our loyal hearts?

The Future, the Present and the Iast
seem to unite th throwing their varied charms
around this auspicious hour. The Present,
becauso of its own plenitude of enthusinkm
and happiness; the Pust, for

* Noble nnmos® when' nobly Lorne

Live within a nation's heurty”

and a single glance ot Your Excellency's
career shows this double nobility still further
enbianeed by all the lustre which genius and
science can jmpart. It suflices, alro, to con-
vince us of the predilection Your Excellency
ever entertained for abodes like this, devoted
to the sacred eawse of education. The Furure
affords & not less glowing vista; it tells us
how Your Excellency apprecintes his own
momentous destiny, conseious that—

“ Blirined within Its *mighly’ bound,

Uther uopes thun ‘hig’ have part.”
Hopes of an entire people, centercd, Your Ex-
cellency, in the aupust representutive of our
Gracious Sovereign | Tt is not for ux, simple
children, to speak of their weighty moment;
but we know thui all hearts look up with
foad anticipativn ; and that, trem every
shrine of learning throughout the broad Do-
minion, eyes are turned with special intorent
und delight towards the noble, the gifted
rulers of our land. The yontbful minds
struggling through the labyrinths where
science dwells, seeking ever, with—
“Alonging deep o o . .
To know the Yot Unknown ;"

and, led on by glimmering refluctions, siriv-
ing to reach the great Luminary itself, the
Divine source of all true knowledge, rejoice
that in Your Excellency they bave found s
protector, & model aud a guide!

It but remuins for us to re-echo the earnest
wish ascending from ench Cunadian hearth
and home, that Your Excellency’s reign may
be attended with every success and prosper-
ity, and that you and your Royal Consort may
aver find cause to be gratified with your so-
journ among the people of Cunada.

Miss Trudeau, of Ottawa, then approached
the Vice-Begal party und read an address in
French to He Royal Highness Princess
Louise.

Miss Maason, daughter of the Minister of
Defence, then presunted Her Roynl Highness
with a beautifully worked cushion on which
was warked in monograw the Armsof the
Roya! Family and the Housa of Argyle. Miss
| Laberge also presented the P.incess with a
| handsome bouzuet of ¢uoice dowers. His Ex-
: cellency  taen delivered the following ad-
dress — '

Princess particularly to thank yon for the
benutital  cushion which the young ladies
have buen so good as to present to her.

I'he Princess then walked round the room,
and nddreseed 1 few kind wonlds to the pupils.

The party next proceeded to the chapel,
dormitories, dining-room, all over the con-
vent in fact, and were delighted with what
they snw. everything was in such perfeet order,
As they pasped the Elementary school, on
their way out, they were presented with ane-
ather bouguet by the teachers of Inglish li-
ternture, represeuting the rose and the thistle
intertaced.

e ——D @ ~—
A QUICK BLOW IN THE FACE, AND
WIIAT 1T COMN.

1. 8. Discipline,

The fallowing

itself 1 —

cotrespondence  explaing

Lo the F2diter of the TRUR WITNESS and POST.

Sim,—A lelter to me from Captain lrvine,
22nd Infantry, Port Grifin, Texas, containg
the following, whiclh. by publication in your
Journal, might cateh the eye of some relation
of poor MeCatlrey.

Respectfully yours,
Qronte TLes,
Cushier.

st Charles J. MeCatlrey, private in the 22nd
Infuntry, U, S, Army, was sbot on 29th A pril
at Fort Giiflin, Texus, by Capt. 8 . Lincoln,
of the 10th Infantry, for a blow in the fuce.
McCuflrey died the duy tellowing., Lincoln
wan arrested by the civil authoritien, Ltried for
wurder, and nequitted May 17th)” MeCaf-
frey was o native of Burlington, Vermont, nud
while employed at St. Lawrence Hull in this
city lust year mads many friends, by hig
admirable character and p'easing wanners.
McCuffrey has a brother who is, or is about to
breonie, 1 priest in Cunada, aud should tais
sl news cateh his eye, he may receive full in-
formation by addressing Captain J. B, Irvine,
22nd Infuntry, Fort Griflin, Texns.

Mr. Costignn, 2. P.

The Times' specisl correspondence from Ot-
tawa yesterday contained an intimation that
Mr. Costigan, M. . fur Victoria, N. B, had
left the cupital en rons for Winnipeg, the
probubitity bemg that ie wiil permanently
vettly here.  Mr, Costigan hing been so wany
years in public life that & brief sketch of his
career will, no doubt, prove of Snterest. Mr.
Costigan was born nt St. Nicholus, Que., in
1835, and educsted at St, John's Collewe. For
somo time he ncted as Registiar of Deods for
Victoria, was i Judge of the Conrt of Common
I'lens of New Brunswick, and sat Jor Fis pre-

sent  constifuency n the New  OGruns-
wick  Assembly from 1961 (0 1806,
when he was  defeated. At Confedera-
tion he was roturmiu fo the House

of Commons snd has since been re-olectod at
cach ¢lection.  Mr, Costigan iy a Conserva-
tive and has generally volud wish Bir Johm
Macdonald. In 1872 he woved foran address
of the Coromons, praying Jhe Governor-Gene-
ral to disallow the New Lrunswick School
Act, on the ground that i. wag unjust and
caused unensiness among the Roman Catholic
population. In 1873 he moved and succeeded
in carrying a resolution thet the Government
should advise the Govervor-Genern! to dis-
allow tle acts previously referred {o. In
1874 ho moved for an address to the
Queen, praying for the amending of the
British North America Act of 1867, Bo that
vvery religious denominntion in New Bruns-
wick might continue to enjoy all such
rights with regard to the'r schools as they
had before the passage of the Act. This mo-
tion wus opposed by Llr. Mackenzie's Govern-
ment and withdrawn. In 1875 he moved
praying that the B. N. A. Act be o amended
u8 to givethe Roman Catholics of New Druns-
wick the snmerights as to separaie schools as
are enjoyed by the Roman Cathbolic minority
of Ountario and the Protestant miuority of
Quebec, which was corried after amendment.
In 1877 he moved for an enquiry iuto the
caye of Professor O'Donobue. Mr. Costigan
iy looked upon as a representative Irish
Catholic and his name l'as been frevly wen-
tioned a8 the probable successor to the Hon.
John O'Connor, should that «entleman rotire
from the Cabinet.— Winnipeg T'mes.

Thoe Imdirwuac!

Our neighbors across the river find their
hands full of trouble in the treatment of the
Indian tribes. We fel bound to say thet our
mode of treatment of the Indians is better
than theira. «Sitting Bull,” who caused such
a oommotion on their Western frontier, wheon
driven away from his reservations, cawe into
our country, and became a tractable being.
Everywhere our Indian policy has proved &
gucuess, while the American has produced
jarring, trouble and bloodshed.. The Indians
may oot be as enlightened as our citizens,
but we should treat them as human beings. But
there are somo things which we should diive
out from our borders. When diseases show
themselves, they should be exterminated.
There is nothing that can eflect this so
proweptlv a3 Dr. BEernick's Suvaar-CoaTsp
Pruus. At the fiist approach of sickness, use
thent and they  w:ll remove the intruders.

: Ladies and pupils of the Bacred Heart,—I

They cannot be excelled. Try them at once-



