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GO IN PEACE.

“ Go in peace ;" oh'blessed words,
More sweet thn.n songe of summer birds, . -
More glad to heart than sounds of love,
More healing than the light above.

‘My soul was dark, they made it bright—"
" “Heavy with grlef, they mada it light—

Aimless and weak, they bade it “go”

And strive for peace in pain below,

And, with the strength of risen’ hope,

Agmn ‘with demon.wiles to-cops,

“Go in peace” Can words like these,

S9 simple, cure suck foul disease?
Bind up the bleeding, tortured soul,
And make the ulcered part all whole ?
Oh yes—thank God! whose mercy gave
This plank upon the ctorm-tossed wave,
To bear us on Contrition's tide

' And place us safe by Jesus’ side,

% Go in peace”—Can it be true
Thot on my soul the heavenly dew
Has fallen with its sacred spell,

And made the dying spirit well?
Aud can it be, that I may stand, ‘
Thro' these blest ‘words, on His np:ht hand,
And hear, perhaps,those words divine—
% Heaven ‘and all its joys be thinel”

“ No, no ; it seems too wild, too sweet !
I bow in trembling at thy feef :
Thou Priest of God! and ask thee stIIl
Those words that all' my bemg thrill,
To say again, and o'er, st.ll o'er;
# Go then' in pence and sii no more!”

THE LAST DAYS OF

CARTHAGE

A SISTER OF FA_'BIOLA

}

AFTER THD MA\INER OP THE FRENCH

CHAPTER XV. -—HI]JARION AWD ANGELA

Firmilian had fallen. into dlsrepute from the
want of energy whmh he had betiayed tﬁroughout
. hig whole tenure-o:f-oﬁlce, and, especlally since 'the
" Iate edict had béen. gived ot by the, Emperor
. 2gainst the Ghnstlana He was not thought a fit
Person to represent, in, the metropolis, of Africa,,the
dignity of the Romaun court.Accordingly a colléague,
Va5 appointed to-act~in’concert with bim;and,
" 8id him in the addiihistration” of; affairs. tHilaTion,
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hrist'| He'was. e resolved to' make| her his “own,

that under the guise of a mortified exterior they
concealed the most profound corruption, He was
determined to have her in marriage. Difficulties,

however, were in the way. He was to succeed to Fir-

| milian, as Governor of the Province, .and it would
Jbea ﬂolahon ot public sentiment as well as of the

written Jaw, to unite himself to a Christian. But
then could she not return to the avcient fuith?
#Searcely possible,” he thought. Not even the
prospect of sharing with him the highest position in
Cartbage.ceuld mduce her to renounce the worship
of Christ.. “When they suffer the tortures of death
rather than y.ield to the exactions -of the Emperor
on this point, it is folly to expect that I could per-
suade. her to abandon her faith by the promise ofan
elevated rank among the citizens of Carthage, But
something must be (lone for I have formed the pro-
ject snd will see it camed into execution, no mat-
ter what means I am foiced to employ. If mild,
pcaceable words will not do, perhaps I may succeed
better swith threats and violence though I must say

“ | iv is doubtfal” Thus he reflected. Hs did not even

yet know the Christians,

On the day that the sacrilege wak committed sev-
ernl soldiers presented themselves at the house of
Angela and summoned her to appear before Hila.
rion. They found the younyg virgin praying. She
had heard of the tenible provocation which had
been given:to the pagans and knowing that the
Christians were sure to be accused; she endeavored
to prepare herself for the ordeal through which she
aod her brethren were destined to pass. She had
meditated upon the passion of the Redeemer almi st
all the night long, and from time to time she felt
herself transported into his presence in ecstacies of
love. The scenes of martyrdom with all its horrible
details, the scoffs of the multitude and the torturcs
of the arena were clenrly pictured to her miod, but
instead of experiencing & sentiment of fear she s:gh-
‘ed after vuch an honor, ardently desiring that ler
blood might be mm"led with the great ‘sacrifico of

.| the cross, She was absorbed in deep reflection upon

this-great mystery when she was interrupted by the
sudden entrance of her mother.

't Angela, the Governor of the Province desives
you to appear before his tribunal,’ she said in a
voice trembling with emotion.

"7 4 (Q Eternal love ! when shall I come before thy
face ? Rejoice darling mother, rejoice with me for
my hour is come.”

Her father now entered the room and assured her
that no barm should be done her, for that he would
accompany her and protecc her aguinst any injustice.
They soon arrived at the house of Hilarion. He
was clothed in all the insigna of his office and sur-

.| rounded with soldiers and lictors.

« Apgela,” he said in a mild tone, as soon as she
had approached in front of where he sat, *do not

'I be afraid, [ speak toyou, not as & judge so much as

‘a0 mdulgent friend.”

“ My Lord, I fear nothing,” replied the young
virgin, unhestmtlngly, and raising her eyes 0 as to
look at him tull in the face. “ Ie that is with mo
is all powerful and will not abandon me in the
hour of trial”’ .

“« WWhom do you mean ?" inquired Hilarion, look-
ing around. ¥ You do not allude to this old man
who, 1 suppose, is your father ? Who is your all
powerful protector

“ He that is looking down upon me now, and
who is refreshing my soul with the smile of hmup-
proval,” and a bright effulgeuce secmed to surreund
the ﬁgure of the faithful servant of Chwist, She
joined her hands in the attitude of prayer, and mur-

‘| mured sweet words w. hxch her persecutors could not
| understand.

“ Angela, we must not lose our time in vain dis-
cussions, Show that you can appreciate the inter-
est I take in your youth and answer my qucetions
withcut disguiss or equivocation. Are you & Christ-
fan 7

. %Yes, I serve Christ and will serve him to my
Iatest breath,” reptied ‘the young virgin confessor,

| with a degree of emotion and courage which could

only have been inspired from on high.
& You hava abandoned then the ancient worship

"|'of your fathers ?”

 No, my ‘Lord, the relxglon I profess is as old as
the world. It ascends Vack through a chain of pro-
phets and pntnarchs, to.the bc"lumng when God
créated man.” But your impious doctrines i3 the
work of the demon and your Gods are not gods at
all”! .

T Foollsh gu'll you bluspheme and you kuow
not that T can’'puiish you, but you are young. Lis-
ten, Angeln " he continued, in a more subducd tone,
" you'are ‘carried awdy by 'a blind passion for an
imaginary idea}’ and ydu follow a religion which
prescribes every, 8species,, of ‘pleasure. You .degrade
yourself by frequentmg: those wicked night ‘assem-
blies whén'yoi ought to take your place in'a’ socie-
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come with that air of sweet mudesty which marked
her exterior, and not a little cowed by the tone of
firmness with which she replied to.all his questions.

“Let me speak obce more,” he suid resuming his
seat and endeavoring to ret.um his composure.
“ Angela, my duty is to apply tbe laws, and the
laws are gevere towards your sect. What 'bas taken
place last night is attributed to the evil influence
of your doctrines, and to the workings of these night
assemblies, It is my duty to Lo strict, but still 1
wish to save youand I desire that you pxoﬁt by my
clemency. From the first moment that I beheld
you, I felt myself drawn towards you by some mys-
terious agency, and I vowed to the godb that I would
clevate you to the dlgmty of being my consort, but
you know the companion of a governor must’ pro-
fess the same religion es he himself.”

Angela cast down her eyes, a crimson flush suffus-
ed itself over her face and for.a few minites remain-
‘ed rilent.

Hilarion interpreted this s:lence in his favor and
Ite began to hope that probalily he would succeed.
He rnse to his fret and approached her with a view

her usual calmness and dignity of manner she re-
plied :

% My Lord, if your laws condemn me to die be-
cause I am a Christian, I am ready.”

He had mistaken her menning., Fer silence was
not a tacit consent but an interval. which she em-
ployed in praver to obtain that strength which is
necessary to pas: through what might be called the
preliminary tortures of martyrdom.

When Hilarien saw himself rejected before his
soldiers, he felt his pride wounded and be was de-
termined to have revenge for this lumilintion to
which Le bad been subjected by one of his subjects.
He saw it was useless to question her further,-for
her determination was fixed and all his arts of per-
suasion could never bend a will upheld by what he
would term the blindness of fanaticizm. He accord-
ingly retreated back to his seat under mingled feel-
ings of shame and anger,

“You despise me then ?" he said whilc his lips
trembled with convulsive agitation, :

% No, I do not despise pou, but 1love another, I
love my Redvemer and to him I have pledged my
u.divided affection ; ark me no further questions,
Do with me what you will, for I shall never be your
spouse—nor sacrifice to the gods. Do what you
will I am ready.”

“ You are the canse of this, old man ! cried Hi-
larion, addressing her father. © Begone from my
presence!”

% I go at your bidding,” replied the old man, with
a profound exclamation. Then turniag to Angela,
he said, # My child remain firm, remember the
crown, n'

% [ will father, for the Lord is with me.”

«Insolence® Here guards, lead that fanatic to the
door,"” exclaimed Hilarion, stampmg his foot with
ruge.

» Listcn, Angeln,” he said, when ber father had
left the room T hear thut you Christians make
a virtue of poverty. Suppose tiat I scizc upon the
property of your family and confiscate it to the
state. How would your tender heart suffer to see
yoar dear parcnots in penury and want ? Think well
upon what you ure doing.”

“1 cannot consent,” still replied the intrepid
young saint, -

* Tlien hear your sentence, To-motrrow at this
hour you must give e a definite answer. If you
refuse my offer and stitl persist in deanying to the
gods the homage which is their due, then you will
b= thrown juto irons and conveyed to the amphi-
theatre. Guards lead her back to her father's
house.? ) ‘

In those primitive times of the Church it often
occurred that the father or mother followed their
children to the tribunal and encouraged them in
their refusal to obey the impivus laws of the Em-
peror cn the subject of the Christinu religion, They
visited them in prison and reverently kissed the
chains with which they were bound, as rlso the
wouncs which covered tlieir bodies from the inflic-
tion of the different instruments of torture. When
they wero led to the place of punishment, they of-
ten recompunicd them, reminding them the while
of the mcsnmnblelcwurd wlhich was rererved for
those who persevered to the end, The father would
stifle the bitterness of his grief in order to. smile
upon his child who was about to suffer death for
the faith, and the mother making an effort to rise
sbove the instinets of nature, would check her
tears, and tender words of comfort and encourage-
ment. Some werd even brave enough to.follow
them to the arcna for the purpose uf witnessing the
glory of their final triumph, and whea their spirit
had departed and thejr bodles lay cold, torn and
lacerated where they had been maugled by .the
ravenous asimals, they dipped a spovge or. veil into
their blood and carefully. pouring it into. vials, car-
ried it as o precivus relic to the famiiy vault, .

Such were the sentiments of the father m‘d mo-
ther of Angeln.... It cost them o pang, but stil: ‘they.
-were ready to maLe ‘the sacrifice atter the manner of
Abrabam who would bave slain his son but. for the
~voice of the Liord, arrested his. uplified arm. Be-
‘sidess; Angela.was o good .and: so pure, and they
‘thought; it would be -agreeable in the eyes of, God to
oﬁer .to bhim t‘ns prec:ouo and immaculate host,. :

Angela now. spent‘her time e.xc.uslvelym prayer.,
She knelt before,ber, grucifix and her long . hair, fell,
loosely over Iwr., W .08 \’{m bent to the: gxound

bmgr cha.l:ce, Jif such

The pious |
Bi shop vlsxted her
: B2

to kiss her hand, but Angela started back and with-

‘| they 'not fought side-

[phed Previous to this they had shown great
moderation in regard to the Christiang, but now that
they were guilty of such crimes, they resolved to
act in accordauce with justice, and adopt a most
stringent policy for the purpose of destroying the
very existence of the sect. The majesty of the gods
had been outraged and some reparation must be
made in order that their vengennces might not fall
upon the city. What reparation was to be made?
‘Wothing less than the blood of the sacrilegious
wretches who had thus offended them, Tais was
the lanfruago., used in the Senate and when their
opinions and suggestions took a definile form it
passed into a resolution. They made their curial
chairs tremble, and the walls of the Senate house
rang with shouts of % Leng live the gods!" “Death
to the Christians!®

When the tumult bad somewhat subsided a voice
was heard, * Who condemus the Christians 2 What
ig their crime 7" It was Tertullinn. Hg cast back
his clouk and cast & look of definnce at™ the robed
dignitaries sitting in judgment, His eye was pierc-
ing and the pride of his genius was more than ever
marked upon his noble features. For those who
knew hiw, it was casy to sce that feelings of the
most profound indizuation had arisen in his breast
and that they were now to find expression in all the
vehemence and foree of his eloquence.

 Death to the Christinns!” he repeated without
giving any one time 10 answer. “I heard that
savage cry and came here, 1 fancied myself near to
the great amphitLeatre in ome, where the people
druck with fury and thirsting for blood, wait with
impatience for the massacre of old men or young
virgins condemuned to death, becanse they adore
Christ the son of the living God. Bu4 1 find that
I am before.the Senate, not of Rome but of Cur
thage, and oehold asse: mbled around me, wise and
noble patricians, the glory and pride of our city, and
it is from this august and dignified body, that L have
heard these barbarous cries! What say you of a
religion that could inspire you with such ideas of
honor and of justice 7"

“ Death to the Christians! What crimes have
they committed that you should punish them with
death? Whbat have they done that you sbhould in-
flict upon them tortures from which even the slave
can escape ? - The disciples of Plato and Pythugoras
have gone abroad and openly spread their doctrines.
They are received or rejected according to their in-
trinsic worth, but the religion of Christ is proscribed
from hatred and prejudice as well as from its being
contrary to the worship of the gods. All who are
Christians must die, whether your law applies to the
feeble womap, the tender young girl, the man ia the
prims of his manhood or the decrepid grey-haired
cripple, it must be eufomed and -all Youst die.
Folly! Wickedness! .[n_]ustlcc! You deny the
name of Christ, O, Scnators! but you reflect not
that even Tiberius ndmired bissupernatural virtue ;
and, while he forbade nnder the severest penaltivs
any form whatever of persecution, he desired to raise
to him altars iz order that he might receivo the
adoration euitable to a god. Nero was the enemy
of nll that wns great and noble, and it was ke w ho
drew the sword against us. But o man of such in-
famous repute could do ns no harm in regard of the
purity of our name, for in condemning us he became
our justification while his batred became our glory
and the signal proof of our innocence before the
world. Those princes whose lives were marked
with wisdom and virtue, have ncver ghowed them-
selves hostile to our faith,and Marcus Aurelins went
so far ag to render solemn homage to the God of the
Christians who had deigned to preserve his legions
from the extermioating fury of the Germaus,

“ But, what have we done to merit such treat-
ment from the hunds of justice? We live amongst
you ; our hands are open to public gaze, for we fear
nothing. They do not resoun:l with the noise of
festal orgies; and if sometimes music is heard, it is
the sweet murmurings of prayer, ¢r the chant of
hymns in honor of that God who created the vni-
verse. We are averse to intemp+rance, for, between
all the passions theve is & connecting link, and when
we yield to one it is more than probable we sball
yicld to all. We have no biunquets or sumptuous
feasts by which the vice of sensuality is nourished,
and the patrimeny of the orphan, or of the poor, is
wantonly ccnsumed. We observe, on the contrary,
the greatest moderation in our foad as well agin
our attire, and the poor are never sent from our door
if we bave nnything to give. And what has been
the result? * Look iuto the archives, O, noble Ma-
gistrates! descend into those dmk dun'reons where
lic in chains those who have outraged the majesty
of the laws—thoss who have destroyed the honor of
familier, or committed theft, or thoss who have
steeped 'their hands in human blood—amongst all
those criminals whom  rociety has: discarded, you
will not find oné who is a Christian,

“ Ata'we not submisalve ‘to the Jaws? Isit in
our midst that the spmt of revolt meditates its san-
guinary projects, or receives that support which is
pecessary to carry them -into’ execution'? Has any
'Christian ever been found the associatc of a pnrty
which'almed at the dismemberment of the provinces
or the rain of the Empiré? . We arc loyal; and give
‘the proof of our fidelity by the ‘regular payment of
‘the public imposts, We ‘ara friends of peace, and
wa regurd it as the gift of God; but we do not refuse

‘| to bear arms when “the interests of our country de-'

Have not ‘our soldlers skied
of ‘théirnative: land - ‘Have
by side ‘with - you, dnd contri-
buted by the valor' of ftheir swords to-the plory! T45

3 those v1ctories which* surround this ‘vonerablé-city-
l ‘grimes: have ‘been:
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inventions of the passicnsor ofa capru.xousunagma
tion,

“Ag for ug, we adore ouly one true and liviag
God. We raise our eyes to Lieaven with outstretched
bands because they are pure : our heads are uncover-
ed beeause we have nothing to make us blush. Aud
thus we pray that God mav grant to the Cusars
many ydars, a tmnqml reign, and strength and vie-
tory to his armies ; wisdom and loyalty to the Sen-
ate, virtue to the people, and uviversnl peace
throughout the empire. Are we then the enemies
of the Emperor? Ah!if he had no other but us
the sceptre would not tremble in his hand, nor the
crown on his head. Secret conspiracic, or sangui-
nary insurrections would not exist to interfere with
the peace aod tranquility of the land.

“We do not fear persccution dut we would ask
you to denl with us justly and abs‘ain from con.
dcmumg o religion before you know its maximy, its
principley, and its spirit. But let me repeat, we
fear not persecutxon for we know that here below
we shall have enemics and cncounter opposition
from the spitit of evil. Our religion came from
heaven and thither it will lead us. It is there where
it has its throne, and where it will cventually re-
cover its glory and repose.  We do not care for war,-
but like the valiant soldier, when it comes it will
find us fearless and intrepid. Death is o triumph
aud the conquest of that eternal life after which onr
hiearts yeuaru like the decr acter the fountain of waters,
Seoators | I have done! I have exposed to you the
culumnies invented against us, nnd I have made
known to you that God whom we adore. Judge.
now if the Christians are worthy of denath

And Tertullian casting about him his Inge heavy
cloak withdrew from thu assembly leaving them to
refleet upon {he torce and cloquence of his noble
defense,

—

CHAPTER XVII—LAST MOMENTS OF ANGELA

The words of Tertullian were not witliout their
cflect, The Senate resumed its work but the ideas
with which they were now inspired restiained them
from all excess, and induced them to adopt a more
conciliatory plan of action. Some had fallen com-
pletely under the ‘influence of the Christinn Priest
and were now convinced that they had Leen hither-
to actuated by the blindness of fanatical fury and
that they had not shown justice to the Christinns in
thus condemning them betore they knew who they
were and what tbcy had done, "They wers now en-
abled to see the sanctity of that religion which
taught dogmas the purity of which was indicative
of its heavenly origin. ‘I'he words proscription and
death were no longer in their mouths and they
energetically opposed any sttempt of either tho
Senate or tho people to bring the Christinns to
puuishment before they had been proved guilty of
u violation of the laws,

There were others, howcver, more timid than
these. They were npprehcuslve of a popular tu-
mult and to appease tho people they  proposed that
a fiw Cbristinns should be imprisoned, But the
majority rejected with disdain such a proposal, If
the disciples of Christ are guilty, they answered, let
them be condemned according to the edict of the
Emperor. If they cannot be repronched with any
crimepthe Senate out of regard for its own dignity
and the Interests of Justice, should defend them
against their enemies. Hl]nrmn moved in accord-
ance with this resolution. He wanted to gain a few
days for he still cherished the hope that Angela
would retinct what ¢he had seid and Lecome his
spouse.

But the foars of those timid Senators were very
nearly rea'ized, for the excitement of the multitude
against what they called the apathy of 1he Senate
had reach. d its highest point, and thers wes ever ¥
indication of a gcneml outbresk. But f.;rtuuu.tely
it was just at this moment that the mortal remnins
of Jarbus were to be borne into the city, and the
crowd began to move in the direction of the gate
through which the cscort were to pass,

The urn wus borne on the shoulcers of four sol-
diers while the remainder followed weaving the mark
of mourning, The solemn procession had scarcely
entered the limits of the town when it was met by
a hideous crowd of slaves. Their cries and infum iat-
¢d looks indicated that they were under the influ-
eoce of the most fearful excitement. As they ap-
proached the soldiers they gathered round them
with & view toimpede their march, at ihe sume time
velling and shouting like the war whoop of the
Indians,

“Vengeance I cried out one of them ;% my fnends,
let us have vengeaoce, now that the tlmu has ar-
rived | shall we allow the cursed remains of & Chris-
tian to be honored with such pomp? Long live
Sylvain !” roared simultaneously « thcusand voices..

Before the least resistauce could be made by the
soldiers, the exasperated villains had rushed upon
the urn and demoaical fury had scattered tho vener-
:ble ashes to the wmds am:d curses and i lmpreca-

ions,: .

"The news of the atta.ck sprend,w:th “onderful‘
rapidity through the city'and naturally came to the

ears of Viviu who still remained retired out.of grief
for Jarbas, She wept tears-of :the most poignant -

sorrow, - How could: she help it 7. ‘He .who'had ',
lovéd: her 8o dearly was insulted even in the gravel .
-But.she soon recollected herselfand dried: hertears..
She:thonghtof heaven:and' thither she. ‘directed all.
her thoughts and- asplrutxons. ahe would soon meet...
hlmtbere JEVITIE EEE SR :

- -Bit whre is- Angeln, tba.t pure and amlable vir
i Ligt-us:1eave: the agitations of. the’ ‘crowd an
‘their desecmtion of. the-ashes of the:warrior.and'r
tu N, to'thé: young: Chnstmnr whom;*Hllan Jhad’

ned'todeath in case of 8 *refu l‘to‘compl '
i .’religions domands, i oo
stlate:when!Vivia had

ndktheir dlspo itions
tha; y..4tThey Had ;;
. th%the same ‘ardor and..
Hieir{blood Yfor, Ohrist thefr he
oY ‘ : ng]y they- sought each;other: i
ipany an pont’fhonrsftogether;ta]klvggofg\ther'
ifutire’s and of the.glonea oflet.’emal;lifefw Sy .Q gl
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