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by the Jewish as well as the Christian Church.
Hooker sets forth the advantages of a sot formn
of public prayers under the following heads :

(I). They are free from the dangor of offend-
ing the majesty of God by irrelevant or irrever-
ent expressions,

(2). They follow the precedent of God’s pre-
cept in the Old Testament, and our Lord's pro-
vision in the New., Co

(3). They deliver the ministor from the peril
of pride, and the tendency.to exalt unduly or
dwell too constantly upon one side of Christian
faith or practice, whilst others are depressed or
neglected,

(4). They arc permanent standards of doc-
trine, tending to preserve the proportion of
faith,

(5). They serve to maintain unity, by unison
of worship, and, chiefly, they tend to unite the
lhearts and voices of men and of congregations
with one another, and make their prayers really
common prayers,

The benuty and appropriateness of our pray-
ers should command admiration, As Church-
men, we can unite in a servico *‘ enriched by
the learning, piety, and experience of noble
souls for conturies past.”

The manner in which a clergyman reads the
prayers has a great deal to do with a congrega-
tion's appreciation of them.. For example, the
ettect of Professor Maurice’s manner of saying
prayers is deseribed by My, Hughes. ¢ For
my part,” he says, “ I believe the daily congre-
eition increased, because when once 2 man got
up and went to chapel in the morning and
heard Mr, Manrice read prayers, he felt that
ihere was somehow 2 reality about the service
which was new to him, and he went again to
satisfy a want, and if he overslept himself he
found that he had lost something, that his day
wus not started right; and the way in which
all joined in the responses (irresistibly, I sup-
pose, because we all feltit was a privilege which
we must exercise) gave me a strong feeling of
fellowship which I have rarely folt in any other
congregation.”

The prayers should be said in a natura] tone
of voice it we wish them to utter with proper
foree their message to mankind, In that great
poems, “ Saul,” David plays before Saul, then he
sings; but as the intensity of his carnestness
increases in trying to bring a message of com-
fort to his king, he abandons chanting und
speaks,

I suppose no teaching would be considered at
all comylete unless it contained some definite in-
struction concerning Episcopacy,

As a Church, we have very little unanimity
of opinion on the question. For my own part,
I believe Episcopncy is thoroughly historic, and
not contrary to Seripture. No doubt, the epis-
copad form of Church government is the correct
one, and the abundonment of it by continental
Reformers three or four hundred ycars ago was
more accidental than the result of conviction,
Calvin suys Episcopacy proceeded from God.
The office of the Bishop has been appointed by
(iod’s anthority, and defined by His laws,

1 have endenvored briefly to introduce this
subject from my own point of view ; and while,
as men, we hold ideas sometimes very dissimilar,
yet, as Churchien, we all join hands in hoping
that our beloved Church “shall grow as the
lily, and cast forth its fruits as Lebunon; ite
Lranches shall spread, and its beauty be as the
olive tree.”

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN
* WOMAN,

BY THE REV, ALFRED ROWLAND, LL.B.

The influencs of woman can scarcely be over-
rated. The customs of society and the popu-
larity, or unpopularity, of certain habits of life,
depend far more on woman than on man, even

in spheres which are common to them both, If
man does most of lifo’s work, wonmun croutes
most of life’s atmosphore, What she reprobates

18 usually avoided, what she smiles on is gener-
ally followed : and if only this subtle authority
were still more devoutly and wisely used, somo
unblemishing vices would hide their heads for
shame, while some unpopular graces would
blossom into vigorous life.  In the education of
the young this power is most conspicuously and
offectively exercised; and an example of the
wholesome teaching which a woman-can give
is recorded in this chapter, where Lemuel's
mother urgos upon him sobriety, purity, right-
cousness and considoration for others. The
cffects of such teaching abound in this Christinn
land, Mon of business, whose probity is un-
questioned, teachers whose influence is as good
as it is wide, parents whose home is the very
sanctuary of Ged, servants of Christ who are
ready for ever&good word and work, beeamo
what they are because the grace of God flowed
into their hearts through the holy channel of
wife, or mother or sister. While tho world
hurries on its busy way, and theology stands
gazing up into heaven, these have been quiotly
building the habitation of God through the
Spirit. Searcely less important than home in-
fluence is the power wiclded by those wise-
hearted women, who mould the characters of
the young when they are subject to their author-
ity, in their most plastic condition, in the day

“sehool or in the Sunday-school., The imparti-

tion of instruction is but a smull part of the
work of education, and, therefore, the value of &
teacher’s work depends on charucter as much as
on ability. To teach accuracy in arithmetical
caleulations, while disregarding carclessness
about the truth; to prohibit an wngrammatical
sentonee, and not to suppress cvil communi-
eation ; to show the wonders of natural pheno-
meny, and to ignore the existence of spiritual
truth; to evoke love to lessons, but never to
suggest the blessedness of love to God—this is not
education in the truest senso. For cducation is
not a memory of facts and dates, it is “a draw-
ing out” of all those latent possibilities which
are within a child, the loftiest of which is love
to God, and fellowship with Iim, Anyone who
would fully discharge duties so oncrous, sand
hopefully face difficulties and discourngements
s0 great, needs not to be inspired with ¢ the
enthusinsm of humanity,” but with the love of
the Lord Jesus Christ,

Pre-supposing this as a motive, there are
three qualities which are essential to a right ex-
ercise of womanly mfluence, namely, of tect, av-
thority, and kindness. '

Tact is evidently the charscleristic of one
who “openeth her mouth with wisdom.”  She
is not one whose garrulity proves the truth of
the proverb “In the multitude of words there
wanteth not sin,” for she has sufficient senso of
the scriousness of life Lo uvoid utterances which
are idle and thoughtless, ller words are the
dictates of that wisdom, the beginning of which
is tho four of the Lord. Nor does she merely
speak wise words, but, with true wisdom, she
recognizes that * there is a time to speak and u
time to bo silent,” so that her reproofs and en-
couragements live long in grateful memories,

But authority is quite as important as tact and
this is characteristic of one who has & “law”
in her lips. Suppleness in management is of
little value unless there be strength behind it.
In our Sunday-schools, for example, there are
many failures which may be traced to the want
of that authority which knowledge of Divine
truth, and conviction concerning it, are uble to
give to a Christian teacher, Children with
their half formed characters and partially devel-
oped powers, must learn submzssion to a higher
and wiser will; to obey because obedience is
oxpected ; to be under the law becanse that law
is for their good. If we allowed our children to
follow their animal instincts, or to neglect the

simple laws of health, or to disregard  rujes
which we havo proved from experioned o bo
good, they would grow up to be a curse to
themselves and thoso about them. They must
be controlled by others, if thereafter they are
to control themselves, and first they must learn
to submiit to tho nuthority of womanhood, which
can only bo asserted when there is courago,
dignity and firmness on tho part of those on
whose tongue is “law.” God nover memt that
woman should be always yiclding to other peo-
ple's opinions ; or that thoy should bo swayed
hither and thither by evory passing Lreeze of
emotion. As much ns men they noed tirmnoss.
tho royal power of rule, for in the home, in the
sick room and in the class, they bhave a veritable
kingdom in which to exercise authority for God.

It must not be forgotten, however, that the
authority hero spoken of is the law of kindness.
Such, in the highest sense, is the nuthority of
Christ over His people. T'he noblest rulo re-
quires, not the displny of force, nor the terrors
of foolish thronts, nor the countermining of a
suspicious nature, but the law of kindness,
which is obeyed becauso it evidently springs
from love, and 18 enforeed by love. When therois
forgotfulness of this true sceret of power, when
an unnatural harsliness of tone is assumed in
an unwise attempt to imitate man, then wo-
manly nuthority is resented. But the wife who
quietly talks over a question with her husband;
the sister who, pleading with her brother, can
tacitly do 50 on the ground of many a pnst
kindness and saeritice; the mother, to whum the
boy's heart twrms with yearning oven in his
wildest moods—these have an influence which
is deep and lasting.  Gentlest influences are by
no meuns the feeblest. The spring crocus can
be crushed by o stone, but, unlike it, the erocus
cun push its way up through the stitl, hard soil,
until it basks in thesunshine.  Thalight of the
sun does not make noisc enongh to disturb an
insect’s sleep, but it can wnken a whole world to
duty. Those who have been able to win, or to
retain, the nffections and trnst of others, exer-
cise a power which angels might desive, Many
a noble Christinn man can remember the timo
when, as a lad, he was a sort of Ishmuel, his
hoad against every man, and every man’s hand
against him, but just when detinnce fo tho
world, and even to God, was getting tho mus-
tery, there came to him the tender touch of wo-
munhood, which checked him,  He felt the stir-
rings of 1 new hope, the longing for a better
life, tho resolve that, with God's help, ho wonld
seek tho things thut are above, becnuse thut
loving touch had suddenly revenled to him that
there was one, at lenst, in the wide world who
cared for him, and pitied him, and loved him
dearly for Jesus' sake. Recalling the influence
of such an one many can sny—

“ Blessing sho in; (iad made her so,
And deeds of wecl-day holiness
Iall from her, noiscless an the snow,
Nor ever hath she chaneed to know
That anght was easier than to hless.”

Cnmst gives peace by healing the disenses of
the soul, Instead of the wretched dovice of at-
tompting to sulisfy restless and unholy crav-
ings, o expels them and brings in the new
sources of joy. The warld’s false peace begins
in delusion, goes on in sin, and ends in pendi-
tion,  Christ's pence beging in pardoning grace,
goes on in quict trust, and cnds in glory.—1%
Lo, Cuyler.

AN old man once said it took him forly
years to learn three simple things. The first
was that he couldn’t do anything to save
himself; the second was that God didn't ex-

ect him to; and the third was that Christ
End doneit all, and all he had to do was to
accept of the accomplished fact.



