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present day were taught by this manual, or by
manuals on & very similar principle, the effects
would be most important and beneficial before

the new century dawns upon the world,

The work before us contains one or two por-
tions which some of us would probably regret;
but where is the beok with every utterance of
which every reader agrees? This manual
needs but & very copious index to add very
greatly to its already great usefulness while
poesibly & suggestion or two at the end of
geveral of the lessons whereby to render it per-
gopally applioable to the scholar might give it
a spiritually useful turn more distinotly than it
now possesees. The information contained in
it is just what is needed, and i8 given in an
engaging way. Whoever masters this manual
will become- acquainted with grand Christian
traths for his sonl’s profit, will peroeive sound
Christian principles of great value, will know
much Church history, will know concerning
Church orders, will learn the story of the
Church in England from the earliest times of
Roman usurpations, and will be taught some:
thing of Church and State; also of the Cathalic
Church in Ireland. Scotland, the United States,
and the British Dominions. There is (page
214) an Appendix L, giving the sunccession of
Bishops from the Apostle St. John, and also
from the Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul to the
present Bishops of the Scottish and Amerioan
Churches. Appendix II., gives the sucoession
in Ireland from St. Patrick, A. D. 445. There
is also (page 281) &.simple and very nseful
synopsis of the Old and New Testaments.
At page 78 is an interesting statement of the
doings of our blessed Lord through Holy

Week. .

1 have thus songht to draw attention to what
appears to me to be one of the most valuable
manuals for use in & Sunday school that I have
met with, not forgeiting my own far inferior
efforts, and rome %y others of a very high crder.
Then there are four grades—Primary, Junior,
Middle, and Senior—having the same lesson in
all grades. The instruction given on confirm-
ation, liturgic worship, and the history of the
Book of Common Prayer, is just what ought to
bo made known, It certainly seems to be highly
necessary that plain oatechetical tesching
ghould be everywhere put into force when one
is told of & dying person gathering her friends
aronnd her snd with the greatest confidence
charging them to meet hor in heaven, Far be
it from me or any one to judge her, but it was
not well for one whose two successive husbands
were brothers (Lev. xviii, 16) to talk thus,
The ready answer, 00, by those who negleot
Confirmation and the Liord’s Supper is atartling :
* They are customs in this country, but I don't
hold with them and don't approve them. ls it
not marvellons that steady and respectable men
csn he found who talk thus ? For my part, I
am hesrtily glad that Bibles abound and that
all can read them ; but I much doubt whether
they are known as well as they were forty
years ago, and it would seem that when read
it is often with the intention of cavilling, and
with no desire to obedience. Manuals of Chris-
tisn Doctrine, gradaated, to be well nsed in all
our Sunday schools would, I submit, do much
to help the people, and while feeling uncom-
fortable lest 1 eeem invidiouns, I have fulfilled
the task which I was requested to undertake
in asking attention to this importsnt subjeot,
and in algo mentioning & work which, I mnst
submit, is admirably adspted to the object,
albeit still capable of improvement. Neither
he for whom I have written this, nor I myself,
have any interest whatever in the work, except
ouly &8 it may promote real good ; and I may
conclude by stating that copies of each of the
four grades are on sale at J, Masters & Co,,
New Bond Street, London,

GEOBRGE VENABLES,

Burghoastle Rectory, ) Hon, Ganon of Norwich

near Great Yarmouth,
May 8th, 1830.

THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE
PRIVY COUNOCIL.

The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
is & comparatively new body, The offioe of
the Privy Qounoil is to advise the Sovereiga in
matters of State, In 1833 a Jodicial C ommittee
of Privy Counoillors was oceated by Aot 2 and
3, Will, IV,, which oonstituted the Lord
Chancellor, Lord Chief Justice, Master of the
Rolls, and other legal Privy Councillors, a
Committes of Advice to the Crown in all cases
of appeal. In oivil mattors the new Judicature
has worked fairly well. Lord Brougham was
the chief author of the legislative reforms of
183% and 1833, ard in drafting his Bills he,

unfortunately, included ecolesiastical appesals

8 well as civil appeals as within the scops of
the newly-formed Jndicial Committes of the
Privy Council, The Churoh of Eogland was

not cofficislly consulted in this momentous
matter. Lord Brovgham afterwardy admitted
that he had not realised the full consequences
of his action, and ocertainly matters of faith and
dootrine were never intended to come before
the Privy Council by the authors of the legis-
lation of 1832. Tho Church did not atthe mo-
ment reslice the unwarrantable invasion of her
privileges which the legislation of 1832 in-
volved, For years there had been no appeliate
cages involving faith and dootrine. Broadly

gpeaking, the ecolesiastiocal suils of appes! in

the Middle Ages never touohed dootrine, They
were conocerned almost solely with matrimonial

onuses, and with disputes as to wills, At the
Reformation an Appellate Court, called the
Court of Deolegatos, was appointed fo hear
ecclesiastical appeals, It was oreaiod by Act
25, Henry V1L, and consisted of DBiwshops,
Judges, and ecclesiastioal lawyers, appointed
under the Great Seal to deal with each case as
it arose, Their decicions were not quoted as
precedents, and the Court of Dilegates never

attompted to manufacture or manipulate ths
dootrine and discipline of the Churoh. The
Court of Delegates was not ideally perfest, but
it was, at all'events, accepted by tho Church of
Eogland as partof the Reformation Suttloment,
The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
has never been accepted by the Church of Eng

land as her Final Court of Appeal. Its juris-
diction has been thrust upon her by the Suate,
and she has never consented officislly to this
invasion of her just rights. The Judicial Com

mittee of the Privy Connoil is a purely secular
Court, and it is impossible for the Church to
submit to its usurped auwthority. The fifth
Commsandment bids us honor and obey all law-
fal authority whiochis set over ms. But the
saintly Keble said that he counid mever bring
the Privy Council's authority in Church mat-
ters under the head of the fifth Commandment.
The calm judgment of the author of the Chris-
tian Year condemned the unsurpation by the
State of the rights of the Church, which the
unbappy legislution of 1832 involved, in very
plain terme. ¢ Neither by oath mor engage-
ment’ says Mr. Keble, ‘are we committed to
guch an arrangement. It is no part of the sys-
tem to which the Clergy are pledged.” Mr.
Keble says that it is the duty of the clergyto
treat the ecolesiastical judgments of the Privy
Couneil ¢ as Dissenters treated certain Aots of
Parliament which fined them for not going to
Church, i, ., to disregard them and take the
oonsequences.' Mr, Keble died in 1866, and it
is not too much to say that his line of action
with regard to the inierference of the Privy
Courcil in church matters, is accepted by the
msjority of Churchmen at the present dsy.
Archbishop Tait found the tension ro great
that in 1881 he prooured the appointment of
& Royal Commission on Bcolesiastical Courte,
whioh issued an elaborate and exhanstive re:

port in 1883, The report condemned the

Court of Inrd Panzanoa, which was crasted by
the Pablic Worship Rezulation Aot of 1874,
and slso condemned the Privy Couucil 89 &
Court of Appeal, Both Courts are alike seoular
and both alike have beon forced nn the Church
of Bogland by the State, In 1850 the Arch-
bishop of Oauterbury and nearly all the
Bishops of the Church of England were roused
to the danger of a purely oivil counrt, like the
Privy Council, desling with matters of faith
and dootrine. They introduced a Bill iuto the
House of Liords providing that tho Arochbizshopa
and Bishops of the Church of England should
be constitated a final Court of Appeal in all
matters of faith and dootrine  The Bill was
unhappily lost. Arochbishop Sumner in the
conrse of debate said, ‘It could never be satis-
factory that questions relating to the dootrine
and disciplino of the Ohurch should be submit-
ted to a tribunsl of laymen.! These words are
8 very romarkable testimony coming from so
pronounced an XNvangelical as Arohbishop
Sumper was, Bishop Blomfield poiated out
that the Royal Supremacy must ba exercised
through proper spiritual Courts, This is the
meaning of the 37th Article, which never con-
templated the exorcise of the Roval supremacy
through secular Courts,

Henry VIIL never wont so far as that.

The late Lord Derby gave his opinion in the
following words; * As ho would entrust to the
Jadgoes the interprotation of the civil [aw 50 he
would entrust the Bishops of the Ohurch of
England with the interpretation of the Articles
of the Church of England,

This unsuocessful attempt at logislation is at
all events a distinot protest on behalf of the
Church, through her natural loadoers, againsi
the neurped jurisdiotion of the Privy Council,
The arguments in the Bishop of Linooln’s case
shew that one party in the Church are deter-
mined to uphold this usurped suthority for
partizan purposes. Sir Horase Davoy relios
solely upon the docisions of a tribuusl Church-
men oan never socoept, in urging his case
agaiust the Bishop of Linooln. Thoro are
gome people in South Afrieca who would like
the Church of this Province tn put herself
under the Authority of the Privy Counoil, as &
final Boolesiastioal Court, They would ask ua
to accopt by our own free act aud deed, a triba-
nsl which the Church of Fogland has never
accepted, & tribunal condemned as unfi: for its
purpose by the Royal Commission of 1883, a
tribnnal which has shewn that its decisions are
governed by polioy instead of law, o tribunal
whose decisions- have contradicted cash
other over and over again, and finally, a
tribnnal we cannot aooept withont violating
oor Lord's own precept, ‘R wunder unto
Crosar tho things whioh be Cmiar's, and
unto God the things which be God's,” Whilst -
rendering due and loyal obedience to the
powers that be as ordained of God, wo dare not
lot Cmsar tonch the things of God, or permit
the Courts of the State to decide the faith and
‘doctrine of the Oburch.—Southern Oross, South
Africa.

A DYING TESTIMONY,

+¢ T believe from my heart the Truth which
this Gospel (that of St. John) more espooislly
enshrines—tho truth that Jesus Christ is the
very Word invarnate, the manifestation of the
Father to mankind—is the ono lesson which,
daly apprehended, will do moro than sll our
feeble efforta to purify and elevate humsn life
here, by imparting to it hope and light and
strongth, the one study which alone osn fitly
prepare us for & joyfal immortality hereafter,”

These words from the Bishop of Durbam’s
article in the January number of The Expositor,
were printed at the head of the faneral sorvice-
paper placed in the hands of the crowds who
thronged.to show their loving reverence at his

gravo.—Iowa Churchman,



