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EASTER CHIMES.
BY JULIET €, MARSH,
Jeing lowd awd clear your bells for Easter time,
. Now quick, naw slow,
From sea to sea, catch up ths happy chime.
{iring all the flowers that blow,
Fur wreath, and crown, an offering pure and
sweet, '
Christ's rising morn to greet,

Ring long and deep your bella for wuffering
hoine
WVith tesder grace.
Iring purple pansies, colnrs that are worn
Best with a sorrowing face ;
And weave, with pine and cypress, and young
muoss,
An emblematic cross,

Ring soft amd slow your bells—-a teader knell,
And softly weep;
Hring amaranth, and stainless asphodel,
In inemory of that slecp
Which wrapped the world, in three days' ashen
glvom,
While He wasin the tomb,

Ring, ring your bells across the happy land,
‘Lhis Easter morn,

Christ sits in heaven, at the Father's hanl,
Bring blossoms 1o ador

The eonquered death whose victim has arisen -

The grave, which is no prison.
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THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT.

What then, is it, some one will say,
this indwelling of the Spiric?  [F it be
not sensible, and if U be not magical,
surely it is nothing at all. My readers,
this 15 one of the most sacred subjects
upon which one man can speak to an-
other; und 1 cannot but answer that he
would be guilty of the most arrant pre-
smaption who shbuld dare to say that he
cin define accurately, and decide exactly,
how the Spirit of Gob is or is not to work.
The words of the Saviour himself must
stirely e vur guide in this —¢The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound  thereof, but canst not telleth
wheuce it Cometh or whither it gdeth;
even so is every one that is born of the
Spinit.” i the visible workl you cannot
meisure out the coming and going of the
breath of heaven; you can only stand by
and watch awhile.  Now it is whispering
softly through the Summer breeze, il
now iy driving wildly through the Winter
storm,  * Thou canst not tell whenee it
cometh, or whither it goeth.” Itis an
influence Lefore which the reed must
end, and the oak break; yet an influence
intangible and unseen,

Liven so, saith our Lord, is the Spirit,
is the coming and going of the Divine in-
leence,  ‘T'he human heart is like the
chaos  of the waters, rent and torn and
troubled by the conflicting forces of crea-
tion, that are struggling to work out the
sceond  birth; and over the face of the
deep there is brooding, as of old, the
Spirit of Gob working m us bath to will
and to do of His good pleasure. It is
trie that we cannot see Him; it is true
that our senses cannot feel Him; b,
nevertheless, we know that He is there
hy the wondrous power which He exerts
on the life, and the wondrous help which
e is ever ready to give.  But how, you
will say, is this consistent with that other

.assertion, that the miluence of the Spirit
is not to be apprehended by the senses?
‘The answer is simple enough; that that
which is intangible in its operation may
be very tangible indeed in its results.
You cannot sce the storm pass by you,
but you know that it has passed where
.the vak lies prostrate, You cannot see
-Gub's. Spirit succowring a man who is
struggling and wellnigh falling before the
.attack of some fearful temptation, but
‘vou know that it has succoured him,
when you see the temptation overcome.
And you know that it was not in his own
strength:that he overcame when you see
next day, his brather, like him in all but
.his passession of Gou's Spirit, weakly
yiclding to the attack of something in-
finitely iess .formidable. “The work of
the Spirit is.indeed to _be known by its
fruits—love, joy, , peace, longsuffering,
.batience, meekness, temperance. These
things .arc not innate .in fallen human
nature; biat: these are things which Gop's
-Spirit will, if unresisted, pour richly into
every heart, and by their presence there
you shall know that-it is His home.

" One other question men sometimes
.ask: “How shall I get possession of
.this Spirit of Gon?"' Reader, 1 think

| that thatis a mistaken question. I thmk

it is put altogether the wrong way.” If
our Gon whom we worship were a distant
Being, oue who had to be sought after by
lung scarching in order to be found ; of
He were a hard being, who denied Him-
sclf, and concealed Himsclf from all but
the most pressing, then that question
might well be asked.  But such, blessed
he His Haly Name, isnot at all His char-
acter. I there be any truth in the words
of the Bible, if there be any truth in the
Revelation of Jusus Christ, then our Gop
is nota distant Gon. not a hard Goo,
loving to hide Himself, hut rather a lov-
ing Gon longing to reveal Himself, and
the guestion which we nrust ssk is not so
much, How shall 1 gain ppssession of
Him? but how shall I et Him take poss-
ession of me?  Ah! 1t will not do for us
to think of Gon's Spirit as something far
away from us, which we have to go long
distances to fetch, which we have to strug-
gle to gain.

The presence of God's Spirit s all
araund us, like the very atmosphere which
we breathe, like our native air. It is
only when we close the windows and bar
the doors, it is only when we insist upon
breathing the tainted atmosphere of our
own creation, that we keep Him out of
the habitation of eur hearts.  Only unbar
the doors, and throw wide open the case-
ments, and you willnot need to ask, How
shall I giin God's Spirit? for His Presence
will come in, like a fertiliaing Aood, and
fill you full of God. Do you ask what
difference will it make’  What difference
decs it make when you apen the doors
acl windows of some long-closed house,
and let in the glorious air of heaven ?
For the moment, perhaps, you see no
change.  But presently there comes an
alteration.  You begin to breathe more
freely ; you feel that you are stronger,
healthicr than  Dbefore.  Life that was
sinking and dying in the vitiated atmos-
phere begins to brighten and revive, and
soan, though it is hard to describe the
difference,  you are a changed man,
Even so, my readers, will Gon's Spirit
flood your heart, if you will but let Him.
It is -not that you must reach Him, but
that you must et Him reach you,  Only
5o many of us will not; we will keep
Him out; we will fullow the guidance of
our own hearts, sometimes  even wilfully
mistitking that for His guidance. © May
He help us all o get rid of our self-de-
ceit, and just simply to give up ourselves,
without one single reservation, wholly
untg Himsel.— Zhe KRew, V. Covinglon.
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THE HEINOUSNESS OIF SIN.

Let the Cross teach you the heinous-
ness of sin, So only will it e your
salvation from sin,  1f it brought Christ
to the Cross, shall it not bring you to
Hell? Yes, if you indulge it; no, if you
crucify it.  Oh, how the Tempter must
look on in Satanic mockery as he sces
men tritling with evil, speaking of sin as
a frailty of nature; a thing to be palliated,
ar dealt softly with, smoothed over, or
even jested with! It is a solemm, awful,
terrible thing; so awful that it could
bring all this inconceivable misery upon
the Creator Himself, before even He
could work its cure and loose its hold
upon those He had created.  Never in
this lifc can we fully know the terrible-
ness of evil.  ‘The story of the Cross, the
history of the Holy Week, stands written
that the eye of faith may look upon it,
may studly it, may meditate upon it, until
something of a true Christian horror of
evil may be kindled in us ; and then, and
not till then, do we lay hold upon the
Cross as the weapon of our salvation.

Oh, men and women, think of this
when temptation is strong and the flesh
weak, when frivolity and levity arc sweep-
ing you along, and idle words and foolish
fancies, or worldly glitter, are taking all
the stamina out of your spiritual life ;
fall upon your knees ; call up the scene
of the way of sorrows; the hill of Cal-
vary; the supernatural gloom ; and say,
“This was the wark of sin; I am as
good as repeating all that once more.”
For so you are.  Your who professed to
be saved from sin by the Cross: you to
sin wilfully once morg : what do you do
but mock the Cross you. profess to trust
in, and embrace the Sin that wrought the
Passion? Ah, does not the Saviour
bleed again as you crucify Him afresh?
See His sad eyes fixed upon you with
their silent pleading as they say, * Js ¢
then mathing to you?" And be very
sure that to those who pass it by and
turn back unto their own wickedness—

it eill b¢ nothing in that Day when

nought but the Cross of Clirist can save
you from the doom. Thus, then, the

\

Crosy :6( Christ is 'iihe;rc\-elnﬁon of'-thei -

awfulness of Sinj it:is the standing

‘waming—the tremendous, overpowering,

overwhelming warding to all Christian
men to the end of time, of the deadly
mischief which lurks in every—even the
least - access of sin to the soul of man.

And as this thing st¥ is in us all, and
as we have ta be cured of it, therefore,
Brethren beloved, is it, that no Christian
man dares far ane moment leave haold of
that Cross and Saviour by which and by
whom his own Sin is to be cured.  The
flesh must be crucified, for sin is in the
flesh. The world must be renounced,
for the world is at enmity with Gop. The
Christian dares not set his heart upon
anything whatever in this perishing time.
It does not sighify much.  There is all
eternity before us in which to rejoice at
will before our Gou.  For the few years
we have to spend in this world we st
be content to sign all things with the sign
of the Cross and set our hearts on none.
~ZLiterary Churchinan.

FAITH AND FEELING.

Faith is to precede feeling. Incaleul-
able mischicf has crept into Christian ex:
pericnce through the neglect of this sim-
pletruth, A religion that rests upon fecl-
ing, for cither its security or comfort, will
find itself tottering and trembling to the
end. Yet so common and so great has
been the loss sustained in this way that,
having recognized it, we are now not a
little 1n danger of an extreme reaction,
There are some who, at least, seem to
teach that faith is not only to precede
feeling, but to supersede it. .
Nathing that we discover in heart or life
need hinder us in coming to Christ ta seek
detiverance from sin. - We may even use
our worst discoveries as our plea in com-
ing. . But if, after He has healed
me and taught me tae conditions of sus-
taining health. I find myselfl again un-
loving, cald, perturbed, fretting, moody,
[ have not the least right to say that all is
well, and that, disregarding all this, I am
to believe myself fully accepted in Christ.
Uniless [ bring this disturbance to Him
fur confession, forgivencess and healing,
Iam utterly at fault. Qur feelings are
of importance. ‘The same Creator who
set the faithful nerves as sentinels along
all the lines of the stnscs, to give due
warming of danger and discase, gave a
corresponding sensitiveness to our souls.
Faith is not to discharge this as unneces-
sary, but to retain it in her service.— Fu/-
ness of Blessing.
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A CRYSTAL CROSS.

A FrIEXD of ours has a remarkable
formation of quartz crystal. A large
rough boulder, being broken into hems-
pheres, was found 1o contain a chamber
m which was a perfect crystal cross, ris-
ing perpendicularly from the base of the
boulder. [ts upright part just touched
the top of the little cave, and its arms
reached almost to the stone wall on
either side. The rains of many winters
had filtered through the soil and the
granite, and by some secret method had
formed that crystal cross as perfect as a
jewelter's art could fashion, and far more
beautiful.

So in silence and darkness Gop forms
the jewcls for His Kingdom, and
through the agency of storms builds up
in human hearts the cross of faith,
Aimless and ungoverned as sometimes
seem the disciplines that sweep over us,
pitiless and without law the afflictions
that pursue us, Gov locks the secret of
His operations in invisible places. It is
not for the world to read the methods of
Divine Grace. It is not for the subject
of trial to be conscious always of its
uses. They may elude the deepest scru-
tiny till eternity breaks apart the secret
of Divine Love. Then it may appear
how subtly and finely, and with what
heavenly art, our life has been led on-
ward. The clouds that beat upon us,
the tears that drilled furrows into the
heart, the silence which was the only
answer tothe spirit's sob, “How long,
O Lord " a\l moved to a Divine rhythm
in building"up, not so much a character,
as a faith, in’making crystaline not a tooi
of service, but a cross of trust. At last
in experience as in theology, the passion
and planning, and waiting of life, gather
into crystals in the form of a cross. The
roughest boulder that clumsy workmen
throw aside as unfit for a place in earth-
ly buildtng, may, by the chemistry of
Gon, reveal that crystal jewel that con-
centres the splendor of the Word for
whose upbuilding all storms are sent;and
all sunlight falls. " “Blessed is the man
that trusteth in Thee.”— Z#¢ Tnterior.
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E.-iST__F_iR.

“The LORD is risen.” “The LORD
is risen indeed.”

“Vain the stone, the watch, the seal,

Christ has burst the gates of hell.”

Easter means rising.  Every thought
abaut this glorious feast brings us ta the
idea of rising. Jesus Christ died for our
sins and was buried, and on the third day
He rose from the dead to open for us
the way to everlasting life.

This is, then, a time of great rejoictng.
Is it o to a/f? 1t ought to be, of
course” But it can be only to those who
have truly sorrowed with Him at His
cross, who have kept Lent well. Thaose
holy women who were the latest at the
cross on Good Friday, were the earliest
at the sepulchre on Easter morning. And
so it will always be. e said that East-
er means risiny The Easter joy ex-
presses it ; the beautiful early service ex-
presses it ; the flowers with which loving
hands deck the House of Gop cxpress it,
But what rising, what Easter is there for
any one who has not humbled himself in
the dust before the bleeding cross of
Christ? Having buried our sins with
Him. cur Easter is the rising from the
death of sin to the life of righteousness.
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are ahove where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of Gop.
Sct your affections on things above.”
God grant we all may do so and have our
citizenship in Heaven.

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
Gob, through JESUS CHRIST, our
LORD.”

A @~

CONFIRMATION.

THERE are some things which a man
can see with his eyes open. Look into
your New Testament at the Acts of the
Apostles, the cighth chapter and the
seventeenth verse, and you will find that
the Apostles, when persons had been
baptized, “laid their hands on them and
they received the Holy Ghost.” Look
into the same BRook, at the nineteenth
chapter, and you will find St. Paul doing
the same thing for the converts at Ephe-
sus, and the sixth chapter of the Episile
to the Hebrews, you will find the same
writer saying that confinmation or the
laying on of hands is one of the first
principles of the doctrine of Christ. Go
to an Episcopal Church, at the Bishop’s
visitation, and you will see him doing
just what the Apostles used to do. He
lays hands upon the people who have
Dbeen already baptized because the Apos-
Uesdid it. Go back a little in history,
and you will find that the Bishops have
always, as the heads of the Church, done
this.  You find that where there is a truc
Bishop, one of his sacred duties is to
administer the rite of Confirmation.
Where there is no Bishop, there is no
Confirmation, and so much of the Church
of Christ as goes with this act is omitted
and put away.

Now then, this is a mark of the true
Church. This one act, shows so far as
it goes, that the Anglican, or, as we say
in thif country, the Episcopal Church is
a true part of the Church of Christ. It
is aliving witness to any one with his
cyes open, that we are not amodern sect
that we go back in our practices, to the
early Church and do just as the Apostles
did. — It shows wherethe Church stands a-
mid rival societies, each of which claims to
possess the whole doctrine of the Gospel.
Let people think of this, Why all the de-
nominations do not have the Scriptural
rite of Confirmation? The answer may
be, “Because we have no Bishops.”
“Why no Bishops ?”” we reply, and here
you atoncé perceive that moden: - Yigion
has changed its base and is not the same
kind of religion as that which you find in
the New Testament. Isit nota matter
of some importance to belong to a
Church whose usages come up to the
New Testament idea of the Church!
If you may omit Confirmation, why may
you notomit Baptism, or the Lord’s Sup-
per,oranythingelse? Whoisto say how
mueh or how little >—Am. pager.

~ JESUS EVER NEAR.

Jesus is very near to us, if we seek a
lesson for our daily guidance in every act
and word of His ; and there is no reason
why He should not be as constant a
guide to usas He was to His disciples,if we
can only divest ourselves of a certain
conventional way of looking at His life,
and generalizing His precepts. Time
spent with Him should be fruitful ; andif
we really wish it, He is ready at all times

to take us into thie inner sanctuary of His
heart. It is not for one to inquire what
the other has seen and heard. Gop hag
secrets for each one of us; special reve.
lations which He makes in His own way,
and His way is never twice the same.
He has Peters, and Johns, and Magda-
lens, among His children to-day, as in
the days of old. To some He comes in
baptismal innecence, to some He shows
Himself in repentance, and to some,
again, He reveals Himself fully only in
sorrow.  Let us seek Him accordine to
His Word ; let us knock ; let us nskc; tet
us make ready for His coming ; but when
He has come we shall need no man to
tell us; for our hearts shall “burn within
us,” and we shall learn “things hidden
from the foundation of the world.”

HOW TO BE MISERARILE

Think about yourself; about what you
want, what you like, what respect people
ought to pay you, what people think of
you, and then to you nothing will De
pure.  You will spoil everything vou
touch, you will make sin and misery for
yourself out of every thing which God
sends you. You will be as wretched as
you choose, on carth or in heaven cither.

The proud, greedy, selfish, self-seeking
spirit would turn heaven into hell. It
did turn heaven into hell, for the great
devil himself. It was by pride, by seck-
ing his glory—so, at least, wise men say
—that he fell from heaven to hell.

EASTER is the believer's day of rejoic-
ing, the Christian's special scason of
comfort. Most precious of all is it to
those who mourn, whom it bids "nhot to
sorrow as men without hope.” It might
indeed lie to all who profess and call
themselves Christians the Days of days,
were it not for those mischievous teach-
ings of a special judgment, of the annihi-
lation of the wicked, of purgatory, and
of the heavenly translation of the Saints,
the mingled web of Papery and per-
version which has beer spun around the
Catholic faith. We believe it yearly
grows in power, and that ther wha in
honoring “do the will” are coming to
“know of the doctrine.” There is still a
ttle, a very little, lingering prejudice
against it, but this cannot long withstand
the spirit with which the day is kept.
For that leads the preacher to look into
the cause for keeping it, and thus suto
the Scripture Word ; and when this is
done, the cause of the truth is more than
half won.
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OH, THE GLORIOUS joy oF EAsTER!
However great the mystery that surrounds
and conceals the fiture life, that future
life is assured ; and however little may be
the knowledge which has been vouchsafed
to man regarding that life, there is the be-
lief—the profound, the all-absording con-
viction—for Christians, that they * shall
ever be with the Lord.” It is cnough.
Itis the grandest statement, and the most
wonderful knowledge ever given to man.

A rersox who denies the Apostolic
Succession because nowhere literally
stated in Scripture, ought in consistency
to deny the Godhead of the Holy Ghost,
which is nawhere Jiterally stated'in Holy
Scripture.— Tracts for the Times.

SMarriages.

ATKINSON—MCROBERTS.—At the residence of
the bride’s father, Carleton Mills, Kent
County, N. B., on the 6th inst., by the
Rev. F, H. Almeon, Rector of St. Mary’s,
Mr. J. F. Atkinson to Margaret G., daugh.
ter of A. McRoberts, ‘Esq,,' formerly of St.
John.

MACRAE—RAFUsE—AL Halifax, N, S., on the
14th inst., by the Rev. A. [. Townend,
Farquhar Macrae, Ross-shire, Scotland, G.
B., to Miss B. M. Rafuse, Martin’s Point,
Lanenburg County.

HARVEY—ANNAND.—On April 6th, at St
Leonard’s Church, Streatham, by Rev. S.
Eardly, Jehn Noble Harvey, of Empire
Ranch, Arizona, U. S., (formerly of Hali-
fax), to Alice Maud, fourth daughter of
William  Annand, Esq., Thorndean,
Streatham, Surrey, England,

Baths.

FiELD.—On Saturday, April 16, at.65 Corn-
wallis Street, Halifax, Sarah C., widow of
William Ford, and daughter of William
Dorey, Hubbard’s Cove, in the ¢48th year
of her age.

TWINING.— At Halifax, on Thursday, 14thinst.,
Winniett Edward St. George, beloved son
of H. St. George and Ada Twining, aged
2 years and g months. .

HockiN.—At Picton, 14th inst., Maria, beloved

wife of John M. Hockin, in the 39th year
of her age.



