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[NUMBER VIIL.

Ociaimal Poetrn.

For the Church.
THE VOICE OF THE EMPIRE.

“ Losels wait—
Where Raleigh bow'd—and in the halls of state
‘Where faithful Burleigh sat with watchful eye
A wrinkled Comus, revels in his sty.”—Modern Petrarch.

How fares our glorions England ?—
Lifts she her stately head,
With the victor light of her ancient might
Yet round her empire shed ?—
How fares her freeborn line ?
Hath her fame no shadow known,— ;
Since the godless mock’d at her martyrs’ shrine,
Since cravens girt her throne?

There are shoals around her path,
A wild dark sea before her;
The distant thunder is muttering wrath,
The Heaven broods frowning o’er her.
Dastards are by the helm—
Faint hearts to watch are set—
Bat the good ship’s form, through the gathering storm,
Bears on triumphant yet!

The red cross of Saint George
O’r flood and forest streams ;

On a prouder height than the wildest flight
Of the Roman Victor’s dreams :

Bright climes,—broad waters lie
Beneath its war-worn fold ;—

Must it quail at the scowl of a traitor’s eye *
Is its tale of empire told ?

Where is each glorious name
The past’s broad annals tell,
at in gloomy hour, o’er thy weal and fame,
Kept watch and ward so well ?
e traitor mocks thy throne ;—
The Vandal spoils iy realms—.

While the silken Lord of a dastard horde
Stands pilot at thy helm!

Call back thine old renowit,
Bright thoughts of hapeful.chc»or——
The tale of the martyr’s burning crown,—
The sword of the cavalier !-—
Ask for thine ancient might,
The hearts of the brave,—the true;—
Are they lost "neath the waves of the Nile’s red fight,—
In the graves of dark Waterloo?

Hear the proad answer rise
On Echo’s rushing wings,
Like the voice of a thousand victories
The bold defiance rings !—
The patriot’s heart beats high;
The soldier’s steel is bare;
And the war-shouts sweep o’er the startled deep,—
For the strength of the Isles is there!

It bursts o’er the stormy North;
The Huron forests quiver;
The Hindoo starts, as it rushes forth
O’r the Ganges’ sacred river:
And on speeds the answering sound
From isles in the far off seas, A ;
From the height, o’er the pride of the Spaniard, crown d
To the rock of the bold Maltese!

* - * * »

Genius of Britain—Rise!
Spirit of Freedom—wake— s
e stroke—and the gloom from thy banner flies,
The clouds 'neath the sunshine break.—
all on the freeman’s sword,
The christian’s pure endeavour,—
Let % Church and Throne” be the charging word—
v " .9, v !
And we are sav'd for ever aARte

T"mnto, August. 1839.
S

THE MARTYRDOM OF ARCHBISHOP LAUD.*

& The night before his execution, he ate a moderate
UPDer to refresh his spirits, and then going to bed, slept
Undly ti1] the hour when his attendants were appointed
aWait his rising. When he was brought out of the
OWer, the spectators “were so divided betwixt be-
th“nen and insulters, it was hard to decide “'hl(:‘h of
hem made up the most part.”” He proceeded with a
eerful countenance and unrufled mind, though Hugh
eters and Sir John Clotworthy, (a man worthy of
2uch an associate,) were all the way assailing him with
«, Jman interrogatories. These he took calmly, and
though some rude and uncivil people reviled him as
le Passed along with opprobrious language, as loth to
go to the grave in peace, yet it never discom-
his thoughts, nor disturbed his patience. For he
td profited so well in the school of Curist, that when
Was reviled he reviled not again, but committed his
$8use to Him that judgeth righteously. And as he did
fear the frowns, so neither did he court the applause
githe vulgar herd, and therefore chose to read what
th to speak unto the people, rather than to affect
€ ostentation either of memory or wit in that dreadful
‘Sony."
. “Good people,” said he, “this is an uncomfortable
h(!Hn: topreach, yet I shall begin with a text of Scripture,
brews xii. 2,) ‘Let us run with patience the
€ that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author
mﬁnisher of our faith, who, for the joy that was set
o~ him, endured the cross, despising the shame,
‘u‘}‘m set down at the right hand of the throne of Gon.
haye been long in my race, and how I have looked
kn BSUS, the author and finisher of my faith, he best
"OWS. Y am now come to the end, and here Ifind the
b a death of shame; but the shame must be des-
4. . orno coming to the right hand of Gop! Tam
%::tng"pme, asyou see, toward the Red Sea, and my
hop:re 0w upon the very brink of it; an argument, I
for tl; that Gop is bringing me into the land of promise ;
At was the way through which he led his people . . .
Ore they came to it he instituted a passover with
herbg * + . alamb it was, but it must be eaten with sour
agy, ell Ishall obey, and labor to digest the sour herbs
I‘Wd‘ as the lamb. And I shall remember it is the
S Passover; T shall not think of the herbs, nor be
on] With the hand that gathereth thein, but look up
) Y unto Him who instituted that, and governs these.
‘*‘enmm can have no more power over me than what is
Sage them from above. T am not in love with this pas-
%‘!“_’Wgh the Red Sea, for I have the weakness and
* ties of flesh and blood plentifully in me, and I
thig Prayed with my Saviour, ut transiret caliz iste, that
.. " of red wine might pass from mec. But if not,
'nli;tg] ©’s will, not man's be done! And I shall most
' el'in)t' dm}k of this cup, as deep ashe .plc.:ases, and
that o :;lltlllm sea, yea, and pass through it, in the way
Thus h blead me: s :
b € began his dying address, in that state of
faneig, ¢ deepest fecling, when the minds seeks for
frog, :vhﬂnd types, and dim similitudes, and extracts

Wn and strength. What he said

N
E
"% Southey's Baok of the Church.

was delivered with a grave composure, so that “he ap-
peared,” says Sir Philip Warwick, “to make his own
funeral sermon with less passion than he had in former
times made the like for a friend.” The hope which he
had expressed at his last awful parting with Strafford
was now nobly justified ; it was not possible for man in
those fearful circumstances to have given proof of a
serener courage, nor of a more constant and well-found-
ed faith. Nor did he let pass the opportunity of giving
the people such admonition as the time permitted. “1
know,” said he, “my Gop whom I serve is as able to
deliver me from this sea of blood as he was to deliver
the three children from the furnace; and (I humbly
thank my Saviour for it !) my resolution is now as theirs
was then: they would not worship the image which the
king had set up, nor will T the imaginations which the
people are setting up : nor will I forsake the temple and
the truth of Gov, to follow the bleating of Jeroboam’s
calves in Dan and Bethel. And as for this people they
are at this day miserably misled, (Gop of his mercy
open their eyes, that they may see the right way!) for
the blind lead the blind, and if they go on, both will cer-
tainly fall into the ditch.

He then spake of his innocence and the unprecedented
manmer of his condemnation,—* You know,” said he,
“what the Pharisees said against Curist himself: ‘If
we let him alone, all men will believe in him, et venient
Romani, and the Romans will come and take away both
our place and nation.’ See how just the judgment was.
They crucified Curist for fear lest the Romans should
come : and his death was it which brought ia the Ro-
mans upon them; Gop punishing them with that which
they most feared. And T pray Gon this clamor of ve-
nient Romani, of which I have given no cause, help
not to bring them in'?" For the Pope never had such an
harvest in England since the Reformation, as he hath
now upon the sects and divisions that are among us.”’—
Next he bore testimony to the king his gracious sove-
reign, as one, whom in his conscience he knewto be a
sound and sincere Protestant.—He dwelt upon the popu-
lar clamour for justice, as a practice which might endan-
ger many an innocent man, and pliack his blood upon the
heads of the people, and of that great populous city :
and he spake of the poor Church of England. “ It hath
flourished,” said he, “and betn a shelter to other
neighboring Churches, when storms have driven upon
them.» But alas! now it is in a storm itself, and Gop
only knows whether, or how, it ghall get out. ~And
which is worse than the storm from without, it is
become like an oak cleft to shivers with wedges made
out of its own body, and at every cleft profaneness and
irreligion are entering in; while (as Prosper speaks, in
his second book De Contemptn Vitg, men that introduce
profaneness are cloaked over with the name religionds
imaginarie, of imaginary religion, - For we have lost
the substance, and dwell too much in opinion; and
that Church, which all the Jeésuits’ machinations could
not ruin is fallen into danger by her own.

“The last particular (for I am yet willing to be too
long) is myself. I was born and haptized in the bosom
of the Church of England established by law: in that
profession I have ever since lived, and in that I come
now to die. 'This is no time to dissemble with Gop,
least of all in matters of religion; and therefore I de-
sire it may be remembered, I have atways lived in the
Protestant religion established in England, andin that I
come now to die. What clamors and slanders I have
endured for laboring to keep an uniformity in the exter-
nal service of Gob, according to the doctrine and
discipline of the Church, all men know, and I have
abundantly felt.”” Then he noticed the accusation of
high treason. *Besides my answers to the several
charges,” said he, “I protested my innocency in both
houses. It was said prisoners’ protestations at the bar
must not be taken. I can bring no witness of my heart
and the intentions thereof’; thercfore I must come to
my protestation, notat the bar, but my protestation at
the instant and hour of my death : in which I hope all
men will be such charitable Christians, as not to think I
would die and dissemble, being instantly to give Gon
an account for the truth of it. Tdo therefore here in
the presence of Gop and his holy angels, tell it upon
my death, that I never endeavoured the subversion of
law orreligion; and I desire you all to remember this
protest of mine, for my innocency in this and from all
treasons whatsoever. I have been accused, likewise,
of being an enemy to Parliament :—No; I understand
them, and the benefit that comes by them too well to be
go. But I did mislike the misgovernment of some Par-
liamentary ways, and I had good reason for it. For cor-

own eyes; and carry me through death, that I may look
upon it in what visage soever it shall appear to me.
Amen! And that there may be a stop of this issue of
blood in this more than miserable kingdom, (I shall de-
L sire that I may pray for the people too as well as for my-
self; O Lorp I beseech thee, give grace of repentence
to all blood-thirsty people. But if they will not repent,
O Logp, confound all their devices, defeat and frustrate
all their designs and endeavors, upon them, which are
or shall be contrary to the glory of thy great name, the
truth and sincerity of religion, the establishment of the
king and his posterity after him in their just rights and
privileges, the honor and conservation of parliaments
in their just power, the preservation of this poor Church
in her truth, peace and patrimony, and the settlement
of this distracted and distressed people under their an-
cient laws, and in their native liberty. And when thou
hast done all this in mere mercy to them, O Lorb, fill
their hearts with thankfulness, and with religious duti-
ful obedience to thee and thy commandments all their
days. Amen, LoD Jrsys” Amen. And receive my
soul into thy bosom! Amen, (Qur Father which art in
heaven!"”

He pronounced this awfy] prayer with a distinet and
audible voice, and giving the paper to Dr. Stern, who
had been permitted to attend him, desired himto com-
municate it to his other chaplains, that they might sce
in what manner he left this world; and he prayed Gop to
bless them.  Observing also that a person had been wri-
ting his speech, he desived him not to do him wrong by
publishing a false and imperfect copy. His countenance

it was wont to have; so that his enemies, with all that

had all this while a ruddier and more animated hue than |

trine of reconciliathn implis, therefore, three things, that man is
a sinner, that sin @n be prdoned, and that sin can be removed :
and every thing vhich revlation relates to us of these things, is
summed up in thaione wor, which accurately expresses the whole
truth. That worl is, the atonement. This word implies the
causes, the means, and the esult of reconciliation.
the mercy of God, ind the in of man,—the means, the propitia-
tion by Christ,—the vesult of receiving that propitiation, the be-
stowing the Divineaid to smetify, and to rencvate the soul. All
our external services are bu proofs of our faith iu the atonement,
which reconciles man to Gid; and there is no holiness, no true
morality, but that which fhws from faith in this atonement.—
Faith in Christ, working ol:dience in the heart and life, by love to
God, is the one truereligion 'I'he preaching this doetrine of the
atonewent, therefore, is yaur first chief duty. It includes every
other. On all occasiots vhen you speak to the people, this doe-
trine must be, and ouglt wiformly to be, without the exception of
any one sermon whatever, he expressed, or the implied foundation
- of all moral inference, énd 31 spiritual instruction. This is the
one trath. The pages of levelation may, in one sense, be said to
teach this alone; forall it; history, facts, and inferences, refer to
this, as the object for whia alone, all was written. The Bible
begins with it, when it says the seed of the woman shall bruise the
serpent’s head. 1t goes on with it, from the days of Abel to those
of the Apostles, in the perietual offering of the sacrifices, which
revealed, in their typical detils, the Lamb of God. When John
the Baptist, the connectinglink between the Jewish and the Chris-
tian dispensations, pointedout Christ to his own disciples, who
thereupon left him, to follor Christ; he declaved Him, with refe-
rence to the atonement alae, to be. the Lamb of God. When
Christ went up to Jerusalen to die, he became our Sacrifice, our
Passover, only to complets the work of His atonement, of which
His death, was the pri,t_;_cfhd wt; and whieh He undertook before

Its causes are,

malignity which marked ' thelr proceedings towards
him, said he had painted it, to Torfi¥y his cheeks against
discovery of fear, The scaffold was crowded with peo-

ple, and when he moved towards the block, he desired

he might have room to die, besesching them to let him l
have anend of his misery, which he had endured verylong; |
and this he did as calmly “ as if he rather had been fak-

ing order for a nobleman’s fueral, than making way |
for his own!"” Being come rear it, he put off his '
doubtlet and said, “Gon's willbe done! I am willing |

that some persons were got uner the scaffold about the

very place where the block wa seated, he called to the

officer either to remove them ir stop the crevices, say-

ing that it was no part of his dsire that his blood should

fall upon the heads of the people. “Never,” says

Heylyn, “did man put off metality with a better cou-

rage, nor look upon his blooty and malicious enemies

with more Christian charity.”” Sir J. Clotworthy now

molested him with impertineat questions, and after

meekly answering him once o twice, Laud turned to

the executioner as the gentle person, and giving him

money, said, without the slightst change of countenance,

“ Here, honest friend, Gop fogive thee, and I do; and

do thy office upon me with mery.”” Then he knelt down,

and after a short prayer laid hishead upon the block, and

gave the signal in these words, ‘ Lorp, receive my soul!”’

The head was severed at one bbw, and instantly the face

became pale as ashes, to the coifusion of those who af-

firmed that he had painted it. Yet they had then the

stupidity and the baseness to assert, that he had red-

dened his countenance, and projt up his spirit by some

compounded cordial from an apcthecary : so hard is the

heart, and so impenetrable the wnderstanding of the fac-

tious.

Great multitudes attended tiis victim of sectarian

persecution to the grave; the grater part attracted by

curiosity, but many by love and veneration; and not a

few, it is believed, by remorse of conscience, for having

joined im the wicked and brutish ‘clamor with which he

had been hunted down. A baser triumph never was

obtained by faction, nor was any triumph ever more

basely celebrated.” Even after this murder had been

committed with all the mockery of law, his memory was

assailed in libels of blacker virulence, (if that be possi-

ble,) than those by which the deluded populace had been
instigated to cry out for his blood; and to this day,
those who have inherited the opinions of the Puritans,
repeat with unabashed efrontery the imputations against
him, as if they had succeeded to their implacable tem-
per, and their hardihood of slander also. More grate-
ful is it to observe how little is in the power of malice,
even when in the dispensations of Providence it is per-
mitted to do its worst. The enemies of Laud cut off
from him, at the utmost, a few short years of infirmity
and pain; and this wasall they could do! They re-

ruptio optimi est pessima; there is no corruption in the
world so bad as that which is of the best thing within
itself; for the better the thing is in nature, the worse
itis corrupted—And that being the highest court over
which no other hath jurisdiction, when it is misinformed
or miggoverned, the subject is left without all remedy.
But I have done. I forgive all the world, all and every
of those bitter enemics which have persecuted me ; and
humbly desire to be forgiven of Gop first, and then of
every man, whether T have offended him or not; if he
do but conceive that I have, Lorp, do thou forgive me,
and I beg forgiveness of him! And so I heartily desire
you to join in prayer with me.”

He had prepared a prayer for the oceasion, and never
was there a more solemn and impressive form of words ;
it is alike remarkable for the state of mind in which it
was composed and uttered ; the deep and passionate de-
votion which it breathes, and the last firm fervent avowal
of that religious loyalty for which he was at that instant
about to die a martyr. To abridge it even of a word
would be injurious, for if any human composition may be
called sacred, this surely deserves to be so qualified.
“O eternal Gop and merciful Father! look down upon
me in mercy, in the riches and fulness of all thy mercies
look down upon me; but not till thou hast nailed my
sing to the cross of Curist, not till thou hast bathed
me in the blood of Crrist, not till I have hid myselfin
the wounds of Curist, that so the punishment due
unto my sins may pass over me. And since thou art
pleased to try me to the utmost, I humbly beseech thee,
give now in ¢his great instant, full patience, proportion-
able comfort, and a heart ready to die for thine honor,
the king’s happiness, and the Church’s preservation.
And my zeal to this (far from arrogancy be it spoken!)
is all the sin, (human frailty excepted and all the inci-
dents thereunto,) which is yet known to me in this par-
ticular, for which I now come to suffer: I say in this
particular of treason. Bat otherwise my sins are many
and great : Lorp pardon them all ; and those especially
(whatever they are) which have drawn down this present
Jjudgment upon me! And when thou hast given me
‘ strength to bear it, do with me as seems best in thine

moved him from the sight of calamities which would
have been to him tenfold more grievous than death; and
they afforded him an opportunity of displaying at his
trial and on the scaffold, as in a public theatre, a pre-
sence of mind, a strength of intellect, a calm and compo-
sed temper, a heroic and saintly magnanimity, which he
could never have been known to possess if he had not
thus been put to the proof. fad they contented them-
selves with stripping him of his rank and fortune, and
letting him go to the grave a poor and broken-hearted
old man, their calumnies might then have proved so ef-
fectual, that he would haye heen more noted now for his
infirmities than for his great and eminent virtues. But
they tried him in the burning fiery furnace of affliction,
and then his sterling worth was assayed and approved.
And the martyrdom of Cranmer is not more inexpiably
disgraceful to the Roman Catholic, than that of Laud to
the Puritan persecutors,

He was buried according to the rites and ceremonies
of the Church of England, 4 circumstance which afforded
a deep but mournful consolation to those who revered
and loved him. It seemeq to them as if the venerable
Establishment itself, over which he had presided, and for
defending which he had died a martyr, were buried with
him; for on the same day that six infamous peers past
the ordinance of attainder against him, they past an act
also by which th.e‘liturgy was suppressed, and a directory
for public worship set forth in its stead.
s e e

THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT.
From a Visitation Charge, by the Rev. G. Townsend.

Qur ministry, My Christian Brethren, is the ministry of recon-
ciliation to God. Tt isthe office of effecting the reconciliation of
man to God.  Before reconeiliation there must have been enmity.
Man by reason of sin wag a¢ enmity with God. This enmity
arose from two sources, fear hecause of guilt, and fear becanse of
the consciousness of continued sin, Qur office is to teach men to
be reconciled to God by removing this fear. We teach the remo-
val of fear because of guilt, by preaching the expiation of the guilt
of sin, by the sacrifice of Christ. We preach the removal of fear
becanse of continued sin, by the impartation of the power of the

pletion of His Atonement : and He shall be known as the Atoner,
to goout of this world; nonecan be more willing to | Friven e commiun agfit 4l o &l -
send me.”” And seeing througl the chinks of the boards | the doctrine of the Atonement is the beginning, middle, and end
| of the whole Book of Revelation.
Church, in full accordance with the Scripture, teaches the same
truth.

canse morality is our duty to man, and includes not our duty to

ken by any open secession from the whole body of Christians.—

ment.

the creation of the world. When He returned to His glory, His

persons, merging all private differences of religious opinion, to join
in the work in hand.  * Here,” said he, warming with his subject,
“is our respected diocesan,my Lord Bishop,on the right hand,
and here on the left my excellent friend, 27, Bishop, the dissent-
ing minister”; whereupon the meeting applauded vehemently.

Hersert. The wit of the orator was worthy of the sentiment.
If it was a meeting for the parpose of sending relief to the starving
Trish or the Scotch Highlanders, nothing could be more proper
than for all persons to unite; and any reference to difference of re-
ligious opinion on such an oceasion, would have been most ill-
timed. But if the meeting vas for religipus purposes, and the dis-
senter came and spoke in the character of minister of his sect, then
the scene was not only laughible but mischievous. The compari-
son between my lord Bishopand Mr. Bishop :—which all would:
make, even without the coincidence of name,—could only serve to
degrade the former from hisjust station as the successor of the
Apostles.  Of course the Disenter would see no sort of degrada-
tion or impropriety ; but the Churchman, if he had ever thought
seriously on the solemn commission which God’s ministers receive at
their ordination, would, one thould think, be ashamed to hear an
ordained priest or bishop of the Church placed on the same footing
with one, whom he must conseientionsly believe to be an intruder
into the sheep-fold. And this is obviously not a moral question
of liberality or illiberality, buta mere matter of belief as to fact.
The Dissenter considers one man to be as fit for the mipi:&y 28
another; and, therefore, consiyteutfy places the minister of the
Church and of the sect on an «qual footing. The Churchman, on:
the other hand, believes that they only are anthorized to exerciso
ministerial functions, and recdve the title of God’s ministers, who
have been lawfully ordained by the successors of the Apostles;
and, therefore, any thing whih tends to obliterate the distinetion,
between those who really wre and those who are not ministers of
the true Chureh, appenrs tq him a profanation.

Tt is also most mischisvuns ; for how ean it be expected that
well-meaning persens, who have been encouraged to listen to a dis-

Apostles sumaed “up all their teaching, in this one doctrine, we
preach Chris erucified. 'The Epistles more especially dwell on
this poing because the history of the Redemption of man being
complexd, the mind is brought ander the teaching of inspiration,
to poadér this topic without interruption. When we shall see |
Cheist at the last, we shall “look on Him whom we have pierced.” |
The piercing of His hands, and His feet, was the sign of the com-

Such is the manner in which
See too in what manner the

Every prayer we offer to God, is addressed to Him in the
name of Christ : not alone as our prophet to instruct us, but as the
sacred Intercessor of the new Covenant. We approach to God in
the name of Christ, because Christ is the Mediator, who offers the
prayers of his people. .We pray to Christ as the Lamb of God,
who taketh away the sin of the world. Men, women, children,
the philosopher, and the uninstructed, all join in what we justly
call the Common Prayer. In the Sacramental services of the
Church, we thank God, for Him who made upon the cross, the
great sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole
world—and so I could go on, to prove to you, that the doctrine of
the Atonement is the one great truth, which we always, on all oc-
casions, systematically, explicitly, prominently, and uniformly keep
in view; as the hope of our souls, the basis of our prayers, the
foundation of all our faith, praise and gratitude, and the source of
all that Christian holiness, of which morality is only a part, be-

God.

UNITY OF THE EARLY CHURCH.

"The unity of the Church had"not as yet (A. D. 200) been bro-

This bndy, though COﬂBiSﬁXlg of many members, and dispersed
throughout the world, was yet one and undivided, if we view it
with reference to doctrine, or to_the form of ecclesiastical govern-
Every Church had its own spiritual head or bishop, and’
was independent of every other Church, with respect to its own in-
ternal regulations and laws.. There was, however, a connexion,
more or less intimate, between neighbouring Churches, which was
a consequence in some degree, of the geographical or civil divisions
of the empire. Thas the Churches of one province, such as
Achaia, Egypt, Cappadocia, &c., formed a kind of union, and the
bishop of the capital, particularly if his see happened to be of apos-
tolic foundation, acquired a precedence in rank and dignity over the
lest. This superiority was often increased by the hishop of the
cipital (who was called in later times the Metropolitan) having
acnally planted the Church in smaller and more distant places ;
so tiat the Mother Church, as it might literally be termed, con-
tinud to feel a natural and parental regard for the Churches found-
ed by'tself. These Churches, however, were wholly independent
in matte of internal jurisdiction, though it waslikely there would
be a resemblance, in points even ot slight importance, between
Churches of the sam¢ province. * * * * * » »

Early in the second esntury we find proofs of Churches, not
only in neighbourirg provinces, but in distant parts of the world,
taking pains to preserve the bond of unity, and to show themselves
members of one comnon head. The term catholie, or universal, as
applied tothe Churd of Christ, may be traced almost to the times
of the Apostles; and every person who believed in Christ was a.
member of the Cathslic Church because he was a member of some
particular or nationid Church which was in communion with the
whole body. 'We Inve dready seen instances of this communion
being preserved orintermpted between the members of different
churches ; and theanxieyy of the early Christians upon this point
is shown by the custom of bishops, as soon as they were elected,
sending a notificatian of their appointment to distant Churches.—
When this official aimouscement had been made, any person who
was the bearer of ¢ letter from his bishop was admitted to com-
munion-with the Churd: in any country which he visited ; but
these communicatoy lette:s, as they were called, were certain to be
denied him if any juspicic was entertained as to the unsoundness
of his faith. It nay be sipposed that these precautions were very
effectual in preserving th unity of the Church, and in preventing
diversity of doctrhe, Tle result was, as has been observed, that
up to the end of the segnd century no schism had taken place
among the great dody ofbelievers. There wasno Church in any
country which W& not in communion with the Cathelic or Univer-
sal Church; and there vas no Church in any particular town or
province which Wag divied into sects and parties.—Dr. Burton's
History of the Cheistian Thurch.

ON CLERGYMENUNITING WITH DISSENTING
MINISTERS.

HerperT. I witnesed this morning one thing which did not
please me ; and that was the mixture of clergymen, and even bi-
shops, on the same platbrm with dissenting ministers. The im-
pression upon the mind of the aundience, evidently was, that the
Dissenter was as much God’s minister as the clergyman of the
Church.

Riorey. You remild me of & scene which once occurred at
one of these miscellaneots assemblies. A very liberal gentleman
was addressing the meetng, and in the exuberance of his liberality,

senting minister speaking. to them on religions subjects from the
platform, should discern the sin of separating themselves fram the
-communion of the Church, and attending the pulpit ministrations
of the same teacher. If; for the sake of a little popularity, or from,
the fear of being thought illiberal, I thus contribute to throw dust
in the eyes of those who do not think very deeply on these mat-
ters; then, instead of acting liberally, I think my conduct would
be most illiberal and selfish. But it is not usually from selfish
motives, so much as from mere inconsiderateness and good-nstun-',v
that the inconsistency arises, A good-natured easy elergyman,
fearful of giving offence, attends one of these miscellaneous meet-
ings—a resolution is thrust into his hands, and he makes a bung-
ling address about his willingness to come forward on such an oc-
casion, but for his inability to speak in public;’ then up jumps Mr.
Bishop or some other ready, quick-witted Discenter, who has bees
making a professional circuit of the country, and has got his speech
at his fingers’ ends; and of course the audience, besides confound-
ing the distinction bétween an ordained minister of the Chm'ch‘
and a Dissenter, draw a comparison to the disadvantage of the for-
mer, I am far from wishing that clergymen should not speak at
public meetings; only let them first learn to speak, and then
maintain their proper station. In fact, the most splendid speakers
now living, are clergymen of the Establishment. But I must own
that I dislike exceedingly to see them placed in a situation which
must inevitably mislead a great number of persons asto the vital
doctrine of apostolical ordination. . 't

This is an insuperable objection in my mind to the Bible Soci-
ety. With regard to its ostensible object,—namely, the distribu-
tion of the word of God, which is the same with that of the Chris-
tian Knowledge Society;——ol course no, Protestant Christian can
do otherwise than wholly approve of it. But then there is another
object, which, though not so openly avowed, is, nevertheless, a
fundamental principle of the Bible Society,—namely to  pocket
differences*”” with Dissenters. . To this I altogether object, be-
cause it is contrary to the plain precept of Scripture, and cannot
do otherwise than tend to obliterate the principles which are essen~
tial to the unity of the Church, and confound the distinction be-
tween the ordained ministers of the Church, and those who have no
right whatever to the title—Rev. 1. Gresley’s Portrait of an
English Churchman.

* This is the expression used by a distinguished speaker at the,
last meeting of the Bible Society at Exeter Hall. But surely it is
quite contrary tosuch texts as the following :—

% Now Ibeseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions
and offences, contrary to the doctrine that ye have learned, and
avoid them.” Romans, xvi. 17.

“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Je~
sus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from eveFy brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which ye received of
us.” 2 Thess. iil. 6. ? S e o
The mild St. John is even more severe than the zealous Paul,
“If there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive.
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed.  For he that
biddeth him God-speed is partaker of his evil deeds.” 2 John, x. 11.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST EXTEMPORE PRAYING
AND PREACHING.

We hope to be excuse@ for adducing, in this place, a few argu-
ments against the system of extempore praying and preaching.—
‘We would object the lisbility (not very small) of thereby foisting
false doctrine and heresy into the worship of God—the tendency
to wander in prayer—the chance of omitting some important pe-
tition—the incomprehensible language which may be used—the
terms, which in the inconsideration and impulsé of the instant,
may be wrongly applied ; all these possibilities go to prove the dis-
advantage of extempore effusions, as a general practice, But the
argument to be urged in favour of precomposed forms is so strong,
that we wonder how any one, who has\given the subject aiy con-
sideration, can lend his sanction, to the praetice of the dissenters.
Weread in the fifteenth chapter of Exodus, that the children of
Israel sang a hymn untothe Lgrd, together. Now we ask, whether
this could have been managed had not the hymn been already
known? Again, in the expiation of a certain murder, the elders
of the cit y which were next to the slain, were expressly com-
manded to say a form of prayer precomposed by God himself.
(Deut. xxi. 8.) And in many places of Scripture we meet with
several forms prescribed by God. The whole book of the Psalms
contains ferms of prayers, or of thanksgiving, or of penitential con+
fession, 28 appears from the Psalms themselves, as well as from
other parts of Scripture, It is very evident that the Jews used
set forms of prayers, and when our Saviour came upon carth, he
joined in with such formulas, His command upon this point is
very express. “ When ye pray,” said he, “ say after this manner,
Our Father,” &. He thus actually composed a prayer, and com-
manded his disciples to use it. Therefore we may conclude that
praying ina precomposed form was conformable to established cus-
tom before our Saviour’s time, during his pilgrimage upon earth,
and afterwards. But really, the fact that so few are gifted with
the ability to pray extempore would seem sufficient to discounte-
nance the practice.  And if there be danger in permitting such ef-
fusions even' to those who may happen to be qualified by perfect
knowledge of the subject, sound discretion, and the possession of
that “ talent” which, as a general rule, implies the absence of any
great stretch of mental power, but which is a symptom of a capa-
city, deficient in what Locke has called large sound round about
sense ; we menn a ready flow of words, a volubility of speech, and

Holy Spirit. to those who have faith in that sacrifice. The doe-

| culogizing the truly Chistian spirit which had induced so many

an apparent quickness of conception, which present to common
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