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TOM BRIMS'S INDIAN PRINCES.

(Fron Chambers ournal.)

Vary odd things at tines have a monentry vogue in
-Paris. No matter what thre triviality nay be, ifit can only
set di certain amount of talk afloat respecting itself, its
fortune le made for a nunber of hours, During a short
stay I was muaking in the gay ci ty before the siege darkened
it-when, iîîdgeed, no such darkening was thougit of-
a tradesuan's shop-window in tihe Rue St.- was having
a brief sneacess of this kind. Ladies were everywhere going
into raptures over a show of shoes tô be sean in it. Men
talked of the siglit in the cafes as carnestly as ifithad beent
a matter of national interest. For two or titree days the
police had te make special arrangenrients for the circula-
tion of people on the pavement is front of the shop.

.Tho display consisted of a large assortment of sl:ppers
specially made for soue Indian princes tien ia the French
capital.

( Monsieur muet sec it, emplatically said a waiter,
shruggiug lis shoulders, presenting the open palme of hie
hands towards mse, and lifting thet ton level with his cars,
which he brought down t meeot them. 1 It was not
possible for a person of taste like Monsieur to leave Paris
before goinig to look. That would b a mitake; it would
bs a sit; it would be a crime i Such boots lad nover been
seen before i Thuy did glory to France i The great

. Indian princes would ouly wear eaci pair for a single day,
and tien kick thin aside. It was a pity. Yah i Mon-
sieur had ne idea what a show could be made of boots ; and
it was only two, three, four streets away. The man had
shewn wonderfui taste. He was entitled to Monsieur's
admiration. Monsieur could iiot be cruel te the maker'
cruel to luimself, cruel te everybody, by net seeing them. ,

I felt thatI could nt lib guilty ofe crueity so wholesale. It
is truc that it turined out, from a question I put, that the
waiter had been hard-learted te that extent: le had net secn
the boots i My time was vacant on ny bands that evening;
I started at once.

When I turned the top corner of the Rue St.- ,it
instautly became apparent that the attractiveness of the
show hadl been only Ileasonably exaggertted. A little
hubbul of voices made itself heard. At the front of
modérate-sized premises, about balf-way down on the left-
band side, was an excited group, constantly fed by fresh
arrivals. AIl were good-humoured, talkative, noisy. By
a slow process, I reached the window. I certainly saw a
very pretty display. Behind tei polislhed. plate-glass,
arranged upon a sloping base.of delicate gray tint, rows,
crescents, rings, triangles of slippers of oriental shape and
dacoration shone and glowed in aIl the variety of colored
leathers and spangled brocade. There sectd a sufficien
number for an'army. The grouping of the tucs and th,
systematic arrangement generally, was doubtles an artisti
achievement of ils kind.

In a little space in front of the window, was movin
about the proud, breathless owner of the establishment
a middle-aged Frenchman of very ordinary type, bare

- headed, and with his cent sleeves turned back to an exten
whici in the case of an English tralesmau in lik
circumstances; would have meant that he was preparin
for a pugilistic couflict with the crowd for coming teo nea
his window. Nothing was further fromt the intention of th
Frenchnman. He was. volubly guiding the admiration o
the spectators into the right channele. He unhesi
tatingly pointed out the merits of his own production
recounting with great pomp of gesticulation, and mos
wonderful pronunciation, the names and titles of hie grea
customers, the Indian princes. Just as the batalh of on
lookers; of which I formed one, was moving away ta mak
room for the next, the voices of three or four gendarme
preseit were raised mn shrill authority. A great sensatio
ran through the crowd.

aTie bare-headed master o tie slop, tinging hie ar
aloft franticatliy, exclained euhlimely - 'Tiey are bsore i
He rusied forward in the direction of the bustle.

pasg wals fotmcd La tise sbop-door, =cet ef tise mal
bystanders raiing itheir hats, as along te nartro lan
came three Hindus, clad in turbans and voluminou
eastern robes, short scimnitars, with jewellel hilts, fashin
at their sides. They were thie princes coming te pay the
boot-maker -a. visit; perhaps to order another windowfu
e! incomparable elippers.

Suddenly, as I ooked, a feeling of arrazement seize
me. Behind the Indiatns, linself languidly acknowledgin
the salutations, as though he considered they were mea
partially for him, advanced a more European person.

That,' I heard it whispered around me, 'lis the
interpreter.'

'But, surely, that familiar, tall, lank figure could on
belong to one being in the world; those large, sallo
features showing under'a gold-braided cap, with its whi
linon folds of sun-protecting curtain falling on t
shoulders, could not be mistakaen for any other. T
interpreter's gaze met mine. IIe, too, made a start
recognition. Upon his eclosing the uear blue eye in
rapid wink, there was no longer anly possibility of doub
lUnquestionably, it was Tom Brims late of the sane shi
ping-oiice with muyself in London, who vas flling t
important and dignified post of interpreter to the Indi
princes..
prSix months before, ha lat left the Fenchurch Stre
promises, owing to not being sufficiently appraciated by t
heads of the establishment. IL was, in fact, at the
instance that ha departed, te reside with a maiden au

ygliving somewhere in France. lie severed himself from h
desk In the best of spirits, mnaking lis exit witi perfe
self-possession, and nlot without a certain grace ; but
had had much experience lreviouisly in going through t
performance, both at home and abroad, Educated for th

Indian service Tom Brims tuait gone 'out to the East ;ûbut fa
ho re-appeared in London in a period of tine whichs couuld IL
net bu considered long, takinglInto account the distance, n
Thre explanation ho gave was that .a Hindpu poteutate h
wished te adopthim tus his successor;*butthatthegov- ou
ernor-goneral of India enviousty objected. After this, ls ce
stay in India, le said, was maide so uncomfortable by p
intrigues, that he left for England.. I will confuss that we st
had thought Tom Brims vas'in part romiancing ; here, al
however, ie was with these great Hinde chiiefs. * eV

Hle paused, and solomnly lifting lis fnger, calledto Ie t

in some gibberisi, sch as we iad used in Fenchuircb Ou
Street, and which I knew to me am that lue would mieet se
in fiveininutes in a shop on the opposite side of the.way.
The crowd, on hearing and seeing me thus addressed, gave
way very respectfully around mne., Bats were lifted ; a
way was indicated for me te advance. I had presonce of A
mimd to bow te thosei makiuig a road-for me: availing w
myself of it I crossed the pavement, and; atlier diffidently, ch
passed just within the door-,eay of the shop. Therc, in t
legs than tihe five minutes, Tom Brims came te me. p]

' You unbolieving wretch, wero hie first words, 'didn't dI
I always tell you and the other follows in the office I Jt
should make my fortune some Iday? -I did not make ole d
in India when I was thora, I know-more fool I was for it ; W
but I shan't le a simpleton this time. Their mahogany Il

Righnesses here are rolling in the rupees I have a lack of d

-ha i bal I msean te make more tian a lac of it.' v
I grasped Tom's band, congratulating himi, althougi I c

hardly knew how te adîress hin, lie was so çhanged i
altogether, looking so grand in hie gold-lace and semi- c
unif-m. T

Tihe boetmaker, having discovered that as the princes w

knew net a word of French, he was wasting lis volubility o
in the absence of 'Tan, bere aCame smiling towards ius, and e
reminded him, in the politest way, that h vas needed by

. o
their Magnificences. a

aTom ligbtly vaved hlm off with is ikand. He Salit a
aside te me in English 'Let thes wait They couil not t
stir a yard without me. I have got tiem. under my tlumb t
completely. They come from Upper undia, riglt away c
from the known parts, and there l net a man within a
thousand miles of us at this moment who could tell a word
they say.' He went on to add it vas the luckiest thing ini
the world. He vas on the quays at Marseille when they
landed. The interpreter they had brought with them was,
poor fellow, killed on the spot by falling eadloang imto a
dock, where a vessel crushed him. He himself stepped
forward, was of much service to hem, and w4 appointed
Straightaway.

I told him how delighted I was at hie good fortune, but
said I muet not dotaim him. The fellows lu the office,
assured him, would be equally glad of the news. I was S

t taking my leave. Hie large features relaxed into a grin
e deepening into a chuckle ;..then, instantly, he put ost a
c tromendous frown. It would naver do,' he muittered

for themn, te see him laughing. If I keep them waiting
g any longer le continued, ' when they get back te te hotel,
9 they'll run their swords through twa or there o! tIe poor
' wretches of their suite. Nobody coul hurt tient for iL, as

t they are travelling under Ambassaders' Law. oIl step, if
Syeu like.

S Yeu muet come ta me atthe hotel, t ho acdaI coma

t at six o'clock. There will be Lime for a litte chat. Wc

e are going to one of the m oier theatres to-night; we shal

f go te the Grand Opera wien wve coame back te Paris fre

London. They are in a sort of incognite iii tiay reacI
Engian, fer font of offending the~ Indien Socrctary .

t E e gave me an card o! th hel taking itr. I astily
t mae my vay out into the street, amazed at the coolness

tith whbch Tom Brime sauntered towards those fierce
Smaguates.

At six o'clock that erening instéad of being at Tom
n Brima's hotel, I was some fifty miles saway from Paris,

haetening on. the railway route to Calais on my way for

England. The re-extensi6n of mny -holiday lad run out,
and I knew that if I had any dispute vith my principale in

A Fenchurch Street I could net hope té tumbIe laio 'an

Leinterpretership te great Indian nababs. If there vas no

e other roason, I did net know any ecastorn languages, which

s was perhaps sufficient. I did not- clioose t tako up Brims's
invaluable time, .by explaining this -. rbut isofe quitting

. Paris I posted a letter to lin stating it. It was great
i news I was taking back te the London office. The clerks

were only a little legs amazed at it, second-band, than I

was in the first instance. Business in the office, fear,

g suffered from our watching the newspapers from day te day

it for the arrivai of the great persdnages in tis country.
The intimation was found in the Tunes on the morning

ir of the fourth day. IL appeared among the parliamentary
intelligence. • A well-kaown honourable member, who

ly devotes hiimself mainly to shewing that whatever relates te
w India, no matter how it le done, le grossly mismanaged, had
te indignantly asked the Indian, minister in the House of
se Commons, on the previous evening, whether it was true
se that the hospitality of the country was to he again disgraced
of by their Highnsses, the Indien princes, just upon the point

a of landing, on our shores, net being received in some

t. spcial way befitting tieir rnk and authority
bisTe minister la repiy, snid every attenution wausld bc

se pai te Lie di sngusied visitori. But at present; their
an Hig heses bad not officially notified their«wishes. In

Paris, tihsey had- preserved a kind of incognito: it was not

et knovn what their desires as te publicity might be. Owiig
lie ta nu accident which'it was understood befell their inter.
hr preter, an offer of services had been tendered te tie
ut princes by the English Embassy in Paris; but it hal beau
je replie by their Highnessoes, that they Lad the adequate aid
it a! an eminent Englishman l that capacity.
ct Ou office etartid the whole preises, 'from basemuent
hte Oree! by a round of cheers The eminent Englishman
he could bo othierthan Tom Brime. He bal aohieved

me; ho Lad ben alluded to in the British parliaiment.
calmed our excitement a little in the course of the

orning.to car*vu an inscription upon the desk which had
ad the honour la former tines of propping lis elbows, and
i which he hàd mnomentarily rested the powtver pots
ntain ng his stout. Each one of us, by mucans of onr
nknives, contributed a word in turn. The composition
ated thlat "1. Brims, lsq., the emi nent Eniglishinan
Iudéd tu in parliainen t by the lindian mi n ister, on t.ih
vening of the sixteenth of J uily, as the able interpreter of
eir llighnesses the JIndian princes then visiting Europle,
nce laboured at that obscuro desk.1

TO h coltiütied.

A ,ERY SICK NAVY.
Tihe war vessels of the United States, now in the

siatie squadron , are liko the long rows of Eigl isinuisen
ho gaze longingly across the Channel, towards the white
iffs of England, afraid to come hone. It is a fact that
he exocutive officer of a craft, which the authories were
leased to call a flagship, lost ten pounds of flesh ii three
ays fron the mental strain of navigating lis vessel front
apan te China in a slight gale. The poor shijss are
oomed te a perpetual exile frein their native land; it
ould be maduess to sait therm across the Pacific. Thcy
terally Il repair " froin one port te another, being im dry-
ock almost ail the timie they are in port. In a reccnt
oyage of one of these terrible engines of war it caine into
ol lisfon with the royal Japlanese yacht, and waes 80 seriously
njured that it was taken into port with the greatest difli-
ulty, and js nsow being puttied up so that it wili filoat.
lie royal yacht was uuharned. Now, as everythiug
hich the Japanese make, se far as we know, is composed
t papier-mache, if a papier-mache yacht eau cut down one
f our ships, the bare runor that even a Chilian mun-of-
atr wias bearing down upon a Yankee fleet would cause
ur vessels te fail to pieces through nervous prostration
nd if the Chinese sbould take it ifto their heads to land
cargo of laborers, in spite of our new passport system

he presence of a war-juak at the Golden Gate would drive
lie hoodlums te the mountains. It ie said that the Chinlese
all one tf thoir own mon-of-war a I war junk," and one of
ours an " old junk."-.Boston Advertiser.

CHINAMEN AS MASONS.
The New York Suit announces that tise Chinamen of

he American Metropolie bave instituted a Masonic lodge
nd now has a menbership of over tirec hundred. Orn
everal occasions members of the Chinese lodige have
ought to fraternize with members of other Masonic lodges
ut on every occasion have been repuîlsed. Tie Oimani,

vere considered members of a clandestine lodge, and, as
uch, umot worthy of notice. It le claimedi that there is a

grand Lodge of Masons'in the Colestial Empire, and that
the Emperor, as well as mst -of hie court are mellibers
thereof. As to how and wben Mtasonry was introduced into
China, there.is a great diversity of opinion. Sone author.
tics incline to the belief that the ritual adopted by the
chinese was one used by Eastern Masons at the beginîniin«'
of the present century. Another authority says that Fre "
Masonry lias becomae so widespread, and publications of a
Mfasonic character are bandied about so leosely, that it is
not difficult for anyone tobecome famuiliarwith the secrets,.
and his inference is based on that. The New York lodgo
ie said te hold a charter from the grand lodge in China,
in San Francisco and other California towns where the
Chinese are numerous, lodges have flourished for years
past. According te the Sun, a Chinese Mason muet bel ieve
in a God, the same as a Christian. AIL of the 308 are
members of some church.. Most of themln are Methodists,
but there are Presbyterians, Episcopalhans, and Baptisis
among them.

A SUBsTANTIAL lNsUR&oE CoMNY.--Dring a receit
viit te Toronto a representative of the Spnectator called at
the head office of the North American Life Insurancc Com.
pany, the new Canadian Company of -which the Hon.
Alexander Mackenzie, M.P., ex-Prime Minister of Canadai,
le President, and William MòCabe, Managing-Director.
This Company secured last year the largest preîuiun
revenue ever obtained in Ganada by any Company in its
first yaar. and this was donc at a very moderate cost. The
business done in the general branch wias of a very sub-
stantial-character, the lapses amounting to a little over
three per cent., while in the industrial branch the ratio
vaes much lees than le usual in that chass of business. The
North Americai Life guirantees its policy-holders against
possible lose or annoyance fron reeisting, contesting, or
compromising the payment of claims by inlcing its policies
incontestable after thelapse of thrce yenrs. le policy is
printed in large type, in plain and simple language, is
easily rend and understood, and centaine. only such few pro-
visions as are necessary te protect and secure both the
Company and the policy-holder fairly in ait inutuat right,
the object evidently being to remove at the outset ail
causes of misunderstanding, and to nake a square contract
fre fron lurking techinicalities.--New York Spectator,
June 8, 1882.

SLEEP 15 TUE BiST STIMULANT.-The best possible thing
for a man te do, whon he feels te weak to carry anythiuîg
through, l te go to~bed and sleep as long as le Can. 'his
je the only recuperation of brain powe6r, the only actual
recuperation of brain-force; because during ilp tLe brain
l in a state of rest,.in a condition te receive and approi-

ate nutriment fron the blood. The sull)l51y of niw brtin-
substance can be iad only fron tise blood, which it Obtains
fromi the food aaten previously ; and the brain can best
receive and appropriate te its'etf nutritive substanuce dîuring
a state of sleep. More stimulants supply nothing in, them..
selves ; thej goad the brain, and force it te a greater con.
sumption of its substance, until it is se exhausted that
there may net .be power enough left to recelve a Supply,

-- tly


