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encroachments of the Pope, and having
done these several things, doubtless in
the order of their estimated import-
ance, the Legislature next turned its
attention to the defence of the prov-
ince from invasion, and passed an
act for establishing and regulating a
militia.

" Whereas by His Majesty's Royal
instructions to Ris Excellency, the
Governor of this province, he is direct-
ed to cause a Militia to be established
as soon as possible; and whereas the
security and preservation of this
province greatly depends upon the
Militia being put into Methods, and
under such rules, as inay make the
same most useful for the support and
defence thereof; and that the inhabi-
tants should be well armed and train-
ed up in the art military, as well for
the Honor and Service of His Most
Sacred Majesty, and the security of
this his province against any violence
or invasion whatsoever, as for the pres-
ervation of their own lives and for-
tunes; and that every person may
know his duty herein and be obliged
to perform the same; Be it enacted
by the Governor, Council and As-
sembly as follows :"-

Then follows the enacting clause,
providing that every male person
between the ages of sixteen and sixty,
residing in the province, shall bear
arms and duly attend ail musters and
military exercises of the company into
which he is enrolled. It would seem
that, even in those days, there were
some persons who did not appreciate
the advantage of being " put into
Methods " and trained up in " the Art
Military," and it is more than probable
that service in the militia in those
days was not quite so pleasant a pas-
time as it is for the most part now.
The trainings were doubtless more ex-
acting than now, and the chances for
active service were out of ail com-
parison with those of the present day.
However this may be, the statute
quaintly enacts that " if any person
fiable to be enlisted as aforesaid, do

exempt himself by shifting from bouse
to bouse, or place to place, to avoid
being so enlisted, he shall pay a fine
for every such offence, to the use of
the company to which he properly
belongs." Three months were given
to every son after coming to sixteen
years, and to every servant, so long
after his time was out, "to provide
themselves with arms and ammuni-
tion." The arms and ammunition are
to consist of " a musket, gun or fusil,
not less than -three feet long in the
barrel, two spare flints, and twelve
charges of powder and bail suitable to
their respective fire arms, and to the
satisfaction of the commissioned offi-
cers of the company, on penalty of forty
shillings for want of such arms as is
hereby required, and two shillings for
each other defective appurtenant."
Regimental musters, training days and
militairy watches, are ail carefully pro-
vided for. A view of arms is to take
place twice every year, and, finally,
detailed provisions are made for an
alarm in case of sudden invasion;
which it is impossible to read without
realizing that the Assembly was not
providing for any mere holiday man-
euvre, but that there was an enemy in

flesh and blood whose ships might be
seen in the offing, or whose forces
might be landed on our shores, at any
hour of the day or night. It is en-
acted that "an alarm at the citadel in
the town of Halifax being made upon
such causes as are agreeable to instruc-
tions to be given by the Governor, or
Commander-in-Chief for the time be-
ing, to the officer commanding the said
citadel, shall be by firing a beacon at
the summit of the citadel hill, or such
other place as the Governor, or Com-
mander-in-Chief for the time being,
shall hereafter appoint, and by firing
four guns, at the parade in the town
of Halifax, or at such other place as
the Governor or Commander-in-Chief
for the time being shall appoint, dis-
tinctly one after the other; and also
by firing four guns at George's Island
distinctly one after the other, and at
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