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WEHAT MATTERS IT?

What matters it to me what far atraoge sky

Shoald form a vault where I to rest am placed,

Or what hot waste should apread my benes to dry ?
And what care [ ?

What matters it to me?  Did | not tie

In the same spot where 1 have lald to sleep,

In silenoe deep, the forms tor whioh 1 sigh,

Thither my Lroes would creep, my phantom fly.
So much care I,

What matters it to me if no aad eye

Should answer tear 10 sigh above my tomh.—

No loved one come te weep me where | Jie?
And what care |}

What watters it to me ! ‘T'he agony
Of soul to think that she whom 1 love best
Ahould never rest her head where cold 1 lie,
Would haunt me even in eternity.
So mnch care 1.
BARRY STRATUN.
Frederioton, N.B.
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WILLIAM FITZSIMMONS, ESg., M.P

ts 'a son of the late Robert Fitzsimmons, of
County Leitrim, Ireland. After fifteen vears
service with the 9th Light Dragoons, including
the Peninsule War, the father of the subject of
t¥e present sketch came to Canada in 1323,
and scettled at Perth, removing to Brockville in
1851, where the died, ten years after, aged
ninety-five. William had settled in Brockville
in 1841, carrying on the business of builder and
contractor. He speedily took a front rank in
public affairs, being elected President of the
first Municipal Governwent, then termed the
Board of T'olice. He has been connected with
and taken an active part in the public matters
of Brackville ever since, being for fifteen yeurs
a member of the Town Council, eight yvears as
Mayvor, for which oftice he was elected six times
by acclamation.  He sat for Brockville in the
Ontario Legislature eight years and was elected
1o the House of Commons by the Town and
Township at the last general election. He has
been for many years connected with the School
Board and is a Director of the Canada Central
Railway.” In politics, Mr. Fitzsimmons is a
Liberal Conservative; a believer in jndicious
protection to native interests and an tpholder
of British connectiou. His manner is that of
the true gentleman @ his disposition is kindly

~and generous to a fuult. I question if there is
a more popular man in the United Connties,

HON, W. L CHRISTLE.

At the preseut time there is probubly no one
Hving who has a better knowledge of the extent,
zeoyraphy . aud resources of the great North-
West territory than the Hon. W I, Christie,
one of Brockville’s most respected citizens, - Mr.
Christie’s father entersd the Hudson Bay Com-
pany’s service in 1808 and rose rapidly, being a
Chief Factor in 1821, when the Hudson Bay
and Nor'-West Companies amalgamated. e
was subsequently in charge of York Factory,
Monse and Fort Garry, and for many vears
Giovernor ~ of the Assiniboine District, now
Manitoba. He retired in 1849 and died in his
native country, Scotland, aged eighty-nine,
leaving a reputation and name honoured to this
day throughout the Nor'. West. :

His son, whose eventful life I purpose to
briefly sketch, was born at Fort Albany, Kast
Hudson Bay, Japuarv'li. 1824, He was sent
to Alerdeen, Scotiand, to be wiucated, and re-
turned to this coutinent with Sir Geo. Simpson,
in 1841, almost imnmediately entering the ser-
vice at Lake Superior ; in 1343 he went to the
Northern District and was one vear at Rocky
Mountain House trading with Blackfeet Indians.
He was next stationed at’ York: Factory where
he stayed tive  years, being thence promoted to
Fort Churchill, H. 1., where he remained four
vears and was transferred to the Swan River
District, Fort. Perry ; after six  years he was
promoted " to “the charge of ‘the Sascatchewan
District which he retained fourteen years, when
in.1872, upon the re-organization of the Huodson
Bay Company’s business, he was made [nspect.
ing Chief Factor and 'Supervisor of the country
from Yort Garry to the Arctic’ Regions, com:
i'rising Swan River, the Sascatchewan, English
liver, Athabaska: and the McKenzie River
Districts. - On-returning from his tour of ‘in-
spection. Mr. Christie - resigned  and sottled at
Brockville'in 1873, after thirty one years’ active
service. } S . ST

During the Riel insurrection Mr. Christie was
in charge of the Sascatchewan Distriet, and his
tact, management and great popularity with the
half-breeds ‘and natives uudou{)tedly raved the

"~Hudson Bay: Company. from immense loss. - It

would have been easy for the disaffected to have
cut off the northern posts which at the out-
break of the disturbances were almost entirely
_ without supplies, but Mr, Christie managed to
- avoid a blockade and early got out one thousand

bags of pemmican for distribution among the
outlying stations,

In the spring of 1874, the Domiunion Govern-
ment being about to make a treaty with the
Plain District Crees, Mr. Christie was ap-
pointed one of the Comtuissioners for that pur-
pose, and when a Council was appointéd to aid
the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba and the
North-West he was requested to form one of
that body. Throughout the administrations
of Glovernors Simpson, Dallas and McTavish he
was their right-hand man and in various ways
rendered conspicuous service. His name is
mentioned in very flattering terms in Captain
Palliser’s report of the expedition of 1858-9,and
the same may be ‘said of all Parliamentary
papers referring to the North- West.

SOME JUURNEYINGS,

A Dbrief account of some of Mr. Christie's
Journeyings may prove interesting to those only
accustomed to Palace cars. In 1861, having
with difficulty obtained leave of absence for six
months for the purpose of visiting Scotland,
Mr. Christic set out from York Factory on the
19th September in the Hudson Bay Company's
sailing vessel Prinee of Wales, 550 tons, Capt.
D. I, Herd, The Bay was crossed in three
days and the Struights cleared in a week. It
took only ten days to run from Resolution 1o
the Lizard, and but for a thick fog in the Eng-
lish Channel, which detaived the vessel several
days, the passage from York Factory to the
East Iudia Docks, London, would have been
made in twenty days. This achievement will
be interesting to the advoecates of the scheme
for shipping the grain of the West to Furope
vie Hudson's Bay.  The route is nndouMml)]y
short, but the early close of navigation is a for-
midable obstacle,  However, to resume, on the
4th Jauuary, 1862, Mr. Christie embarked on a
Cunard steammer for New York, thence took
train for Lacrosse, thence by four-horse coach
to St. Paul, from whence the journey to George
Town, Red River, oceupied eight davs. Here
dag-trains wete ready to make the rnu to Pem-
bina, where a horse cariols was brought into re-
quisition for the 70 miles to Fort Garry.  He
was thus enabled to report on the 20th February
~the very day on which his leave expired.
After o week's rest lie started for Forf l'I(Fumn-
ton, 1,000 miles distaut, and accomplished the
trip in twenty-eight days.  Staying here a
mouth he Luft for Carleton, 600 miles down the
Sascatchewan  River, and returned to Fort
Garry, 500 wiles, on horseback.  Remaining =
few days he sturted with Messrs. Dallas, Mec-
Tavish and Grulban for Norway House, north
end of Lake Winnipeyg, to hold the North. West
Far Council, after which, having been appointed
to take charge of-an expedition of twe Nurth
canoes to convey Governor Dallas an a tour of
inspection, he set out, 25th June, rir Cumber-
land Hcuse, [Isle Lacrosse, to I'ortage laliche,
1,600 miles, accomplished tn sixteen days. Por-
tage Laloche is nine miles long. . Oue of the
canoes was carried across and the other sent
back to Moutreal. Continuing their journey
Messrs. Dallas and Christie’ went down Clear
Water and Athabaska Rivers to Chippewyan,
theace up Peace River to Dunvagan, seventeen
days' paddling aguinst the strean.  Returning
to Heart River a clerk; men aud twenty jack-
horses assisted. thew across the portige to Lesser
Slave Lake, three days’ journey, where the party
exchanged the canoe for a boat manued by »ight
men and were rowed vie Lesser Slave River and
Authabaska™ River to  Assinibaine, where thirty
pack-horses were ready. to transport the expedi-
tion across the vighty miles to Fort Fdmouton.
After a week at the Fort, they set out with u
light boat and eight-men for Carleton House,
six days’ journey. Here Governor Dallas started
for Fort Giarry across the Plains, and Mr. Chris-

beentravelling. in. ull sorts’of ways from Sep-
tember, 1861, to October, 1862, during which
period he must have covered over fourteen thou-
sand miles, . o
Another titne-he made a tour of  inspection
from-Fort Garry to Fort Simpson, . about 2,000
miles, which was accomplished  with the aid ‘of
horses, boats and canoes, in forty-one days. The
return journey was made-in winter, leaving Yort

Simpson Dec. §th, witha cariole, two dog trains,

a clerk, interpreter and two men,”
fifty-four days.
way,

r It oceupied
Not a mishap occurred either

‘A FUR TRADER'S CHEISTMAS DINNFEL,

In Mr. Christie’s journal I find the following
rather dismal entry undeér:the heading ¢ Christ.
mas Day in" Camp, Athabaska River, 1872 :—
Bitter cold.  Short commons ;  dinner, small
allowance of poor black dried cariboo; no pud-
ding, ‘no desert or auything of that sort.  Tea
without sugar ; “'no bread ; supper -the” same.

Smoked our pipes ; talked of absent friends, and

what fheir Cliristmas dinner might be.
the life of the fur trader at times.'’ .
"With all his hardships, however, Mr. Christie
left the service with & rare stock of tobust health,
and he is to-dav as hearty a specimen of hu-
manity - as you will meet iu. a duy's journey.
Though * Edgar Place” is one¢ of the most de-
lightfully-situated mansions-in Brockville, he

Hard is

assured me that he'often thinks longingly of the

great Nor'-Weut, particularly the Saskatchewan

Valley.’ He says we have no idea of. the vast-

ness and varied attractions of our boundless ter-
ritory to the West, to which the Province of
Manitoba is as a speck on a-sheet of note-paper,

He predicts for the -Saskatchewan District a
brilliant:future. . S s

tie returned to Edmonton: to winter, having

didy

USTRATED NEWS.

“ QIVERSIDE.”

Brockville boasts many handsome - residences,.
indeed, the main rond on the eastern side of the
town is Jined for halfa mile with mansions, all
occupying maguificent sites on the river bank,
and each having peculiar points of beauty which
woo the admiration of the passer-by. ¢ River-
side,”” the residence of Mr. T, Gilwour, is among
the finest of these,

CRINE WOOh oL RESIDENCE OF ORMOND TONES,
EsQ,

This is one of the old homestends—large and
solidly built, standing in its own gronuds and
overlooking a great portion of the town, The
mansion is well lnid out;  the reoms are large
and lofty, and hnished in black walnut.  Being
toa extensive for the present owner, he is desirous
of finding a purchaser.  Particulars may be ob-
tained by :uh\r.\sing My W, H. Jones, Barrister,
Le., DBrockville, The site isa fine one, and must
anunually improve in valne,

Copver's curr”

This is the name given a very picturesque
water-side estate, belonging ta J. W, R, Bi\'cm
Esq. Itcomprises some thirty-six acres, situated
at the west-end of the town, and is generally
conceded to be one of the prettiest locations in
the vicinity of Brockville.  The views either up
or down the river are charming, the broad ex.
panse of the noble St. Lawrence being pleasantly
varied by numerons islands, the first group of the
Thousand ymore or less) which have made this
art of the great river famous the world over.
The estate i3 a nataml park, possessing the best
claraeteristies of Thonsaud ls\nnd seenery, 1t
is bigh, beautifully shaded, being in the midst
of a pine grove, yet catching every breeze that
sweeps the river ; the facilities for bathing and
boating are first class, while, though seemingly
miles away from the busy haunts of men, it is
within a few minutes’ walk from the centre of
the town,

The three cottuges shown in the sngraving
were early secured by smmmer sojonrners, and it
is probatle that others will be erected,  Mr.
Rivers has a number of very fine building lots to
dispase. of, and is prepared to offer extrenely
reasonable terms to desirable parties. 1 should
mention that a carriage drive has hwen made
through the estate, and that there is a good
laudif{g. with = commodious boat-house. No
doubt the time will come when a palatial sum-
mer hotel, rivalling the Thousand Island House,
will be built.  Ttwonld * pov,"" us thousauds of
Canadians from the back towns and vitlages, to
say nothing of people from tast and Weat, an-
nually go to the hotels on the American shore,
simply because Cunada doex not boast oar real
good summer house on  the Lunks of the St
Lawvenve.  'enpect to sue some wide.awake
Broekville men make a move jn this direction
ere long.  Land in the west end of Brockville
must eventually becowe very valuable, asall the
good river-side sites in the east aré taken up.

MOLSONS "BANK,

This building, situated on Uourt House Synare,
has been the home of varions bank agencies: The
Molsons Bank branch was established in Broek-
ville, Jan., 1873, under the management of J. W,
B. Bivers, Fsp, who still retains cliarge.

L GHIMOUR & o

This iz oneé of the oldest: Grocery; Grin and
Provision firms in Central Canada, and its pro.
gress. has been: uninterrupted.  “The premises,
two hundred feet deep, situateid on’ Main Street
West, atie very extepsive, and include large
store-houses for varjons kinds ot grain, The
business is both wholesale and retail, and ex-
tends over a considerable area. Messts. Gilmour
impart their tews, ko, ddirect, and are Loge ex-
porters of grain and other staples. . This house
1s quite a Brockville ““institution.”

THE ST, L.\‘WRP',N(TE HALL,

This is the popular hiotel of the town, and its
popularity is of the kind.that grows.  The pro-
prietor, Mr. Amos Robinson, isa veteran hotel-
keeper, "having been in the. businesy nearly
‘twenty-five years, . He is uutiring in his efforts
to please his patrons, and the stcn%ily-incnmsing
flow of guests prove that he is suceeasful, - The
bookkeeper, Mr. George Newsome, is a great
favourite with the travelling public.” A more
genial, ‘attentive aud obliging gentleman - it
would be hard to find. The house has some forty
comfortable rooms, and has recently been itn-
proved in several respects. - The dining.room is
cheerful,” and a skilled cook presides in the kit
chien. . .\ free "huy attends all boats and trains.

Talking of tesvelliug reminds nie’ that Brock-
ville bousts a trunk-maker, who iy ncknowledged
to be *‘ hard to beat.”* © He manufactures a trunk
which is said 1o bother ** bagguge-smashers '
badly, while the lock is so” wonderfully made
that a novice has to carry a sheet of instructions
as to the way to open'it. His nume’is Becock
and ‘he keeps an assortment. of valises, qun.
cases, bagy, &e. The store is on Main street
west, -When' Barnum'’s: show': passed this way
Mr. Beacock received “orders: to- supply ‘every
performer {(except the  elephant) with a new
trunk... . - T ' :

: o PUHOTOGEAPHIC,

Uhave to think Mr. J. B. Murray and A, C.
MelIntyre & Co. for photographie favors. . What-
ever they could do to wssist me they cheerfully

Both- turn  out  exeellent “work 3 Mr.
Melntyve devoting himiell more especially to
views among “the Thousand Islands—of which
he has a' splendid variety—and Mr, Murray
turning . his “attention to portraiture, in-which

study}xe is constantly making improvements,

TRINITY: CHURCIT,

Anglican—is rather curiously situated on the-
brow of a hill at the west end of the town. It
is a stone building, and at present lucks a
steeple.  The minister is the Rev, Mr. Cruw- -
ford. : : ‘
NATURAL CUKIOSPIIES.

In the vicinity of Brockville are one or two-
natural curiositios, which are duly pointed out
to the visitor. Among these may e mentioned:
» uptural well high up in-the granite rocks at
Hill Crest, to the west of the town. Another
abject of interest is known as the ‘¢ Dovil's
Footprints,” which appears on W Aut n}ck by the.
shoro near River's CHAY, . The theory is that the
OM Gentleman stepped nerows the St Law,
rence at this point.  As there are nosigas of his
return it'is a pleasaunt fiction” with certuin good:
folks “that he néever came back, but other,.
judging by what they see and hear, hiut that he
probably slipped into Canada agsin eitAer by
the \'ictoriuﬁridgo or at Niagura. At the sas
end of the town, by the river side, there i3 .
curious cave underneath a market garden. U
could not get into the cave, neither did anyone
e to know mitich about i, 1 would sugges?
tiat the gantener sink a shaft and use the big
hiole as n root cellar, aud for the cultivation of.
mushrooms.,

INDEAN

BOOCK VAINTING,

On a elitt at the east end of the town a enri-
ous painting in brown ochre is o be seen,
though some Vandals have done their best to
efface the interesting object. [t is supposed o
be a memorial mark, denoting that & war party
to the mumber represented by the perpendicular
lines were slain in the vicinity, the wound ansl
cross  mpresenting nograve. The St Regis
Indians say, *‘Some time ago the Canghua-
wagas were gaing west on the war path and
made the painting on their way np. They were
all killed, The marks denote the number of
the party.”

PHE G0N N SR s

The above does not refer to a Hnanead speen.
Jator, but te the apparatts for pueishing offen.
ders, which in the oblen tine stood at the plaes
desigmated. Tt appears thut when the Brook.
ville folks suceeeded tn wresting the 1ithe o
County Town from the elfete Johnstowsn sottle.
meut, a party went down to bring wway the
stocks, A stont resistance was met with, aned
the invaders were forved to go home without
the stocks, which, after being for npany yians
fovorite playthings of the bovs, finally fell ta
pim‘.\‘;\

REOCKRVILLE'S FUTU R,

Brockville has not been a place of yaphd
growth, but its progress, i somewhat slow, hac
been stendy, alid it has weathersd the starm ot
comtnercial depression in a manner which many
other towns may well envy,  Protably the
fature will in ne marked degree ditler from the
past in the watter of development. At present
there is nothing observable bkelv o canae a
sudiden rise.  Uirear thiugs arelexpected by some
inthe event of o bridge being thrown over the
St Lawrenee at this paint to connect the Cana-
dian Pacitic B RO with the United States railway
systenm, But this is i very remote contingency,
Hothe new tarttl warks ws 1ts promibers expect,
no doubt Brockville will get its full store o1
wanifacturing indusinies, True it lacks water.
power, but its central situation, transporfation
facilitiex, and the fact that it already possessis a
variely of factories, allied with the consideration
that it is vot far from s vich snd varied seetien
of wineral  producing . country, must always
wedah o Fivor. A regands agricaltuml e
sources, the locality has for many years been
funed for its butter, and the probabilitivs are
that this protitable  industry will be largely
developed in the near futare, - The land, av a
rule, is better adapted for dairying than for any
other branch of farming, A certain joemase of
popitlation will be always due to the attractive
ness of Brockville and vieinity as a place of rests
dence for persons in easy circumstances.  The
loenlity is healthy and beautiful, there s firsi-
cluss society, and Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa aud
the cities of the Btates are easily resched. Of
‘eouirse. Broekville i3 vot an earthly jursdise or
perfest town, In my earlier writings I have
not refrained from pointing out defects to be re.
medied--but, take it all in all, it is, ag our
American Cousins would say, * a real nice place,”
and 17 shall always look back to my sojourn
within its borders with feelings of unalloyel
pleasure, S

ARTISTIC.

MrLy. Savan BerNuAsDpr is going to maui-
fext her’ geniua In yoi another form ; after snsilpture,
painting, poetry, baliooning, the s xtra-giftnd aetress will
now nlvpcm #a - urt-eritic In the columns of n new. Paria-
ian daily paper, announced 1o appoar shartly.

“THE Queen has purchased a book of studies hy
tha late K. M, Ward, R A, for the twn pictures ' The
Installation of Napoleon 111t the Order of the (iarter,”
and ““The Royal Family vialting the Tomb of Napalsan
L,” both painted, for aud now in the possession of fler
Majesty. "The book contains portralts, of muny fnteroat-
ing personagms connected both  with the French nnd
Fnglish Courts &t that period. '

2o Tne latest  fashionable pastime is* paper
sculpture. . Tha requisites for {ndulging in this art are a
pair of sharp-poloted scissors and pieces of thin Brisnl.
oard. The - owers are:-cnt out singly, -and than
gatherad into & houquet, und, aher belng mounted on &
fHiace of blank velvet, thay are covered by a concave
glass, and we havs & thing of benuty and a joy for ever,
Those flowers  most desirable Tor “beglnuers are pink,
tratling arbutus, roses, fuchsias, daistes, nud blue bells;




