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ELDElR />CNALD CRAWFORD.

The July Ouitrx promised that a sketch of
my life and labors in the Miritime Provinces
would appear in the August number, and to
-furnish such I an now seatod. Tho requust to du
-this took me by surprise, and my first thought was
to decline, but the second thon lit, whether botter
or worse, was ta comply. Without a journal or a
pcraon now living to assist me, much of this sketch
must he ontiroly from momory, and though I can-
not promise infalliblo accuracy, ospecially in datos,
I fool pretty confident that oven in this the
narrative will ha reasonably correct.

I was boni on the Island of Arran, (Scotland) on
the 31st of OCtober 1820, and cama with my father
and family tu Prince Edward Island in thosummer
of 1827.

About the year 1806 or 1807 James A. Haldano
preached in Arran, and under his powerful proach-
ing my parants were convorted, My2father had
only one brother, Alexander, and
threo sisters, IMrs. McCillop, Mrs.
,Gordon and Irs. Macillan, mother
of the publisher, of London. Each
of these was convei ted about the samo
·time, with a numuber of others.

My uncle, who was nuch given to
study, and enjoyed the advantages of
the parish schools, after his conversion
.studied at R ,bert Haldane's Seminary
in Edinburgh, fully intent on preach-
ing the gospel. While he was at the
Seminary, James and Robert Haldar.e,
ivith a great part of the church, after
pr"n:erfuil study of the subject, were
immeraed according ta the example aud
command of Christ. My uncle was
among the number. He visited his
friends in Arran before leaving for
Aierica. He preached for a short
time, and baptized my father and
mother, his throe sisters and a fow
othere. Soon after ho married and
came to Nova Scotia, and finally to
.Prince Edward Island.

For a year or more after my uncle
left Arran those persons continued to
attend and support the Congregational
cliurch as they had done before their
baptism, but as the minister con-
tinued his denunciations of then and
of iny tuncle, whom he called Joro.
boai, that caused Israol ta sin, they
considered it hest to withdraw, and for years thoy
met every Lord's day in my father'a house for the
breaking of bread and for prayers. My father was
the leader in this little bînd.

Dugald Sinclair was the firat Baptist minister
this little company saw. His visit greatly cheored
and edified them, and bis intercourse with the Con.
gregational minister lad a happy effect in modifying
'bis hostility.

My father firat tok a farm on short lease, with
a verbal promise that another would be given on
about the same terms. But after ho had built
'bouses and otherwise improved the property ho
could not obtain a new lease only on sncb exorbi-
tant ternis that it was deemed beat ta lose his labor
and leava all. This ha resolved to do and leave
Arran for Amnerica. With wrhat ho hadin band, the
sale of sheep, cattle and movables realized a sum
-sufficient ta secuire a comfortable settlement in. the
New World. But while waiting for a passage ho
was seized with a sickness which serioauly threat.

-e'ned ta ho fatal. Before bis recovery scarlet forer
-entered and prostrated the family. My eldest
sister died, the rest recovered. Thus detained
for four or five years on expenuse,.scarcely enough
,remained ta pay our pissage to the-Island. Bnt

we arrived in safety, and mot my unolo's family, in peace in the beginning of 1841. I fot nuîch
greatly to the joy of all. interest in Mr. Dimock's preaching, and also

My unclo died in the following Mty at the ige of i that of Alexander MoDonald, wlî by his
42, loaving a widow and young family to the caro af earnestness and love for the Saviur, and aba fer
the widow's Gd, whose promise hit been signally tho saula of mon, persuaded many ta ho naved.
fulfilled on their bhalf. He was the first man Althougb I received muoh light from ther, I stili
who immersed a boliever on this Island, the lato tbonght k impossible ta ha savod without somothing
John Stewart, grandfather of tho esteemed as a proquisite, whiob, it soorod ta me, Jes
preacher of Coburg street church. H'ils self-sacri- was withhulding from me, and I resolved -ta pray
ticing labors and bis success in the Master's cause more earnestly than ovor, but al in vain. Il 1
willappear whon Jesus comes. Though few romain could only got the feelings I once had I thouglit
who know him peraonally we have yet with us those thera would ho hope, but thcso feeling wotild not
who cannat forget the joy of thoir young hearts cona, and it appeared a% if 1 had committed the
wlcn they would meet hin, and how he taught nnpardonable si.
thein ta love aud trust th. Saviaur. But I reolved, oefore I would give up ail as oft,

After coming ta tho Island my fathor took an ta read carofully ail I could in the bistery af Christ,
uîîimprovcd firarm an laso, and aftr a iow yoara hopiug I mig vt muar c mothing about tim I nover
of cearitig, cropping sud rent-paying wo wero yot uideratood. f ras greatly sIrrprised flot ta
comparatirely coifortable. find Hlm turning amy ana away becase they

During theo yoar8 our parents woro very anxitus dhd not fee enoe. But I read an, thiuking I
to Se thoir furldron slved in Onriat, anc often wauld soon came ta the place, but foud none.

spoke to us on the subject. I often wnndered after
hearing my fathor's earnest plertding at the f-mily
altar for his family, and often wished that I could
ho a Christian. When I went ta hoar preachers
thoy often gave good advice, and spoke feelingly
of the love of Jesus, but I nover renember one of
them telling me the steps [ was to take in cominig
to the Saviour. When I would come to this part
it seemed like a hard and tanglod knot. I thought
it a mystery that no one coul I find out till a light,
or a power, or a somothing came on me from heaven,
and h.iw gloomy wore my prayers for that ! Thon
at times I gave way to frivolity and sin.

In the summor of 1840, I think, Anthony Dimock,
a young and ardent B ptist preac.her fron Nova
Scotia, preached in different parts of this Island
with great success. liis preaching was new in
these parts, declaring that mon could believe the
gospel and accept of Christ without waitsing for au
added p>wor, and ho affectionately urged mon to
corne to Christ and b saved. He was quite suc.
cessfil in different places. That autumn all of out
famuily except two wero baptized (and these two
witbin a year or a .) My father wa delighted with
the praching,and seeing hischildren. ashebelieved,
embrace the Saviour.and!like old Simeon departed

He was alwaye more ready ta save than
mon were to h saved. In the moan-
time many passages in which God ex-
pressed His love for the lost touchod

my heart. I began to think it possible
that I might be saved just I was; thon
it would appear too good news to ba
true. Whon I road of Jes' death
for my sins, I loved iHim, and sinceroly
wished that I could cime ta Him.

. 'Whon I considored His last commis-
sion ta the whole world, to every
creature, I could sec no reason to
doubt. The apostles shlwed clearly
how they understood the commission,
and every one whose c-nversion is
recorded in the Acts of the Aposles
was saved just as Jesus had promnised
to save " He that believoth and is

baptized shall be saved." I believed
Jesus with all my heart and was bap-
tizod,ad believe Hlimstill. Although
unworthy of such grace thon and un-
worthy stili, I never fron that day felt
a lingering doubt of being saved.
Should any ask, Why so confident?

I point them to His cross and empty
grave, and ta Ris last commission,
"He that bolieveth and is baptized
shall b saved." His word will stand

when heaven and earth shall pass
away.

There is certainly a great mistake in
the mind of .mxious enquirers in thinking that
Jesus withholds Ris blessing fron thom, and re-
quires much prayer from thom and from Christians
on their bohalf ta persuade Hin ta give that bless-
ing; and it is pitiable ta see ministors and others
telling these enquirers ta ask for the prayers of
Christians instead of assuring them that no one
but Jesus can do anything for then, and that He
loves them more than any Christian cau, and is
most anxiously waiting ta savo thern on Hie own
plain and unchangeable terms. Surely if it were
Jeaus' plan tosave anxious penitents by the prayers
of Christians He would have told Ris apostles to
do this, and the apostles would, when a man asked,
What shall I do ho saved ? tell him that they would
pray for him. But we have no hint of Jeans tell-
ing them the like or of their doing the liko. No,
no. They were mon of great power, full of
ardent and believing prayer, but they told en-
quirers of Jeans' death for them, and His great
anxiety to save thom from all their sins. If they
wouldnot believo thom they could do nothits for
them. If they did belive thom they would corne
to Christ and enjoy Hie salvation. If they then
continued in the apostles' teaching they would
rejoice evermore and pray without ceasing, and
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