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The July Onristiax promised that a sketch of
my lifs and labors in the Maritime Provinces
would appear in the August number, and to
farnish such [ am now seated. Tho request to dv
this took me by surprise, and my ficst thought was
‘to decline, but the second thou ht, whethor better
or worso, was to comply. Without a journal or a
peraon now living to assist no, much of this sketch
must be ontirely from memory, and though I can-
not promise infallible accuracy, cspacially in datos,
I feel protty confident that oven in this the
narrative will be reasonably oorrect.

1 was born on the Island of Acran, (Scotland) on
‘the 31st of October 1820, and camo with my father
aud family to Princo Edward Island in the summer
of 1827,

About the year 1806 or 1807 James A, Haldane
preached in Arran, and under his powerful preach-
ing my parouts were converted. MyZzfather had
only one brother, Alexander, and
threo sisters, Mrs., McKillop, Mrs.

weo arrived in safety, and met my uncle’s family,
greatly to tho joy of all,

My uncle died in the following May at the age of
42, loaving a widow and youny family to the care of
the widow’s God, whoso promise his been signally
fulfilled on their bahalf. He was the first man
who immorsed a believer on this lsland, the late
John Stewart, grandfathor of tho esteomed
preacher of Coburg street church, His solf-sacri-
ficing labors and his success in the Master's causo
willappear whon Josus comes. Though fow remain
who knew him personally we kave yeot with us those
who canuat forget tho joy of their young hearts
wheu they would meet him, and how he taught
them to love and trust the Saviour.

After coming to tho Island my father took an
unimproved furm on lease, and aftur a fow years
of <learing, cropping snd rent-paying we wore
comparatively comfortable,

Duriug theso yoars our parents were very anxious
to soe their children saved in Cnrist, and often

in peace in the boginning of 1841. I felt much
interest in My, Dimook’s preaching, and also
in that of Alexander McDonald, who by his
earnestness and love for tho Saviour, and also for
the souls of men, persuaded many to bo saved.
Although I received much light from them, I still
thought it 1mpossible to ba saved without something
as o prorequisite, which, it scemoed to me, Jesus
was withholding from me, and I resolved -to pray
more earnestly than ever, but all in vain, If I
conld only get the feelings I once had I thought
there would bo hope, but these feeling would not
como, and it appeared as if I had committed the
unpardonable sin. ]

But I resolved, before I would give up all as lost,
to read carefully all I could in the history of Christ,
hoping I might learn something about dim I never
yet underatood. I was greatly surprised not to
find Him turning any one away because they
did not feel enough. But I read on, thinking I
would soon come to tho place, but found none,
Ho was always more ready to save than
men wore to be saved. In the mean-

-Gordon and Mrs. MacMillan, mother
of the publisher, of London. Each
of theso was converted about the same
time, with a number of others,

My unclo, who was much given to
study, and enjoyed the advantages of
the parish schools, after his conversion
-studied at R bert Baldane's Seminary
in Edinburgb, felly intent on preach-
ing the guspel. While he was at the
Seminary, James and Robert Haldarne,
with a great part of the church, after
prayerful study of the aubject, were
immeraed according to the example aud
command of Christ. DMy uncle was
among the number. He visited his
friends in Arran before leaving for
America. He preached for a short
time, and baptized my father and
mother, his three sisters and a fow
others. Soon after he married and
came to Nova Scotia, and fiually to
Prince Edward Island.

Fora year or more after my uncle
left Arran those persons continued to
attend and support the Congregational
church as they had done before theip
baptism, but as the minister con-
tinued his denunciations of them and
of 1ny uncle, whom he called Jeoro-
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time many passages in which God ex-
pressed His love for the lost touchod
my heart. Ibegan to think it puasible
that I might be saved just T was; then
it would appear too good news to be
teue. When T read of Jesus’ death
for my sins, I loved Him, and sinceroly
wished that I could c>me to Him.
When I considered His las} commis-
sion to the whole world, to every
creature, I could see no reason to
doubt., The apostles showed clearly
how they understood the commission,
and overy one whose c¢.nversion is
recorded in the Aects of the Apostles
was saved just as Jesus had promised
to save * He that believoth and is
baptized shall be saved.” I believed
Jesus with all my heart and was bap-
tized, aud believe Him still.  Although
unworthy of such grace then and un-
worthy still, I never from that day felt
a lingering doubt of being saved.
Should any ask, Why so confident?
I point them to His cross and empty
grave, and to His last commission,
‘ He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved.” His word will stand
when heaven and earth shall pass

boam, that caused Isracl to sin, they
-considered it best to withdraw, and for years they
met evary Lord’s duy in my father’s house for the
breaking of bread and for prayers. My father was
‘the leader in this little bind.

Dugald Sinclair was the first Baptist minister
‘this little company saw. His visit groatly cheered
-and odified them, and his intercourse with tho Con-
grogational minister had a happy effect in modifying
‘his hostility.

My father first took a farm on short lease, with
a verbal promise that another would be given on
-about the same terms. But aftor ho had built
‘houses and otherwise improved the property he
could not obtain a new lease only on such exorbi-
tant terns that it was deemed best to lose his labor
and leave all. This he resolved to do and leave
Arranfor Awmerica.  With what he had in hand, the
sale of sheep, cattle and movables realized a sumn
-sufficient £o secure a comfortable settiement in the
Now World. But while waiting for a passage he
wan seized with a sickness which serioualy threat.

-ened to be fatal. Before his recovery searlet fover
-entered aud prostrated the family. My eldesi
sister died, the rest recovered. Thus detained
for four or five years on expenses, scarcely enough
yremained to pay our passage to the-Island. Bnt

8poke to us on the subject. I uften wondered after
hearing my father’s carnest pleuding at the fumily
altar for his family, and often wished that I could
bo a Christian. When I went to hear preachers
they often gave good advice, and spoke feslingly
of the love of Jesus, but I naver ramember oune of
them telling me the steps [ was to take in coming
to tho Saviour. Whea I would come to this part
it seemed like a hard and tangled knot. 1 thought
it a mystery that no one coul | find out till a light,
or a power, or & something camoe on me from heaven,
and hnw gloomy were wy prayers for that! Then
at times 1 gave way to frivolity and sin.

In the summer of 1840, I think, Anthony Dimock,
a young and ardent Biptist preacher from Nova
Scotia, preached in different parts of this Island
with great success. His preaching was new in
these parts, declaring that men could beliove the
gospel and accept of Christ without waiting for an
added power, and ho affectionately urged mean to
come to Christ and be saved. He was guite suc-
cessful in different places. That autumn all of our
family except two wero baptized (and these two
within o year ovs .) My father was delizhted with
;the preaching, and seeing his children, ashebeliaved,

embrace the Saviour;. and like old Simeon departed

There is cortainly a great mistake in
the mind of anxious enquirers in thinking that
Jesug withholds Fis blessing from them, and re-
quires much prayer from them and from Christians
on their behalf to persuade Him to give that bless-
ing; and it is pitiable to see ministers and others
telling theso enquirers to ask for the prayera of
Christians instead of assuring them that no one
but Jesus can do anything for them, and that He
loves them more than any Christiaa can, and is
most anxiously waiting 10 save them on His own
plain and unchangeable terms. Surely if it were
Jesus' plan to save anxious penitents by the prayers
of Christians He would have told His apostles to
do this, and the apostles would, when a man asked,
What shall I do besaved? tell him thst they would
pray for him. But we have no hint of Jesus tell-
ing them the like or of their doing the like. No,
no. They were men of great power, full of
ardent aud believing prayer, but they told en-
quirers of Jesus’ death for them, and His great
anxiety to save them from all their sins. If they
would not believe them they could do nothing for
them, If they did belive them they would come
to Christ and enjoy His salvation. If they then
continued in the apostles’ teaching they would
rejoice evermore and pray without csasing, and



