
December, 189i6. THE CHRISTIAN._5
w1as given to the apostles ; wo are net
apostles and we can't tell the heathen what
thoy woro to tell them. Very well. We are
equally forbidden to tell our neighbors and
fanilies what the aposties were te tell then.
The hoathen are as much a part of all tho
world as our families, and the prohibition is
as universal as the command, and vice versa.

But if it is wrong to carry the gospel to
tho heathen to-day it must have been equally
wrong te do it a lundred years ago, and so
it turns ont that Carey and Judson will be
condenned by Christ as sinners and those
who opposed their going and their work in
giving the nations God's Word will be
approved of him in the judgment day. Are
our opponents ready to take this ground
which thoy must take or be solf-condemned.
0, brethren, consider what side you will take
and be carnest in iicreasing your Master's
pound se as not te bo ashamed before him at
his coming.

Sone may thus object. I am not a Carey,
nor a Judson, nor a Livingston, nor a Moffat,
and God does not expect me te trade on the
pound as they did. Remember the second
and the third servants in the parable. The
second had gained flue pounds, and he had
his Lord's approval the same as he who lad
gained ten. But the third had gained noth-
ing, and upbraided bis master for requiring of
him what was beyond his ability. 'The Lord
now requires every servant te do what he is
able to do, te be faithful according to that
ho bath, and not according te that ho hath
not ; every one te faithfully fill his place.
Thore was but eue Wellington at Waterloo,
but what could ho do without bis olilcers,
and what could the officers do without the
men ? One careless or traiterons soldier
might turn the fate of battle. But every
man was faithful and God gtve them a
victory that will honor hlim till the end of
time.

Lot every soldier of the cross be faithful
and never forget that

The ariny c Jeaus depends on my nid,
Hew littie soever if l>e;

Of small drops of water the rivers are made,
And the rivers arc feeding the sea.

For want oi space the conclusion is deferred tilt our next.

A REFORMA TION .NEEDED.

oEo. MANIFOLD.

Thore are some mon and women who are
great sticklers for apostolic truth-apostolic
ways and methods. I commend them for it;
for with such I am zealous that a free, an un-
trammelled, and ait unfettered gospel bo
proaehod in its simplicity and in i-s ftullness.
But te stay witl first principles and preach
faith, repentance, and baptism continualliy is
the height of folly. We rmust press on unto
a full growth. Sonme of these brethren are
never satisfied, ne matter what be the theme
in band, no matter what be the passage of
scripture discussed, unless the preacher in
closing his sermon lands at Acts ii. 381 Such
brethren are blind, havmug closed their eyes
te the other precious truths of God's word.
They contend earnestly for the truth apos.

tolic, but in practice they are as far removed
from it as the polos. They lot the preacher
in a revival meeting do ail the singing,
speaking, and praying; but in bringing sin-
ners to the cross. they themselves will nOt soe
much as lift thoir little finger. Thore is tee
much contending for the lutter instead of the
spirit of the gospel, too much controversv
about ways and methods of work. As a cou-
sequonce, the work of sounding the truth
abroad is loft undone; some ohurches are
more dead than alive, thoy have been forward
in going backward.

Such muen forgot that apostolie telching
and practico meant that after a man received
and obeyed the gospel, ho hiisolf was te be-
come a light-bearer of God's word, and per-
senally point sinners to the Christ. Such
mon forget that te tell glhbly what a man
nust do to be saved is wel nigh worthless,
unless ho himsif shows that le is a doer of
the word, that lie is giving ail diligence te
add to bis faith, manlinesa and the other
Christian graces, that in his home ho lias
God's word rend and devoutly studied every
day, that n his family an altar is orected for
the daily worship of God. There will be no
ueed to ask the man who eau givo a reason
of the hope that is in him; who comes in
contact with men, daily endowed with
strength from the throne of grace; whose
life is full of kind words and loving deeds;
who lias un earnest solicitude for the oternal
wolfare of his fellows-no need, I say, te ask
snob a one te what Ciurch be helongs; but
truth apostolic, truth as it is in Jesus will be
more than empiasized and enforced by the
beauty of a holy life.

I an no pessimist--far from it; but while
a great improvement is noted, yet the cause
is hampered in many places by the exclusive-
ness on the part of many who think that to
keep themselves unspotted from the world, le
to keep thenselves from contact with their
brethron; and hampered by many of the un-
systemaac, unbusiness-liko ways and methods
nw l vogue. Truly a reformation hore is
needed 1

CHIRISTIA N BGOT RY ?.

e. B. sTocKFoRD.

The Disciples of Christ are persistently
charged, by the menibers of other Christian
bodies, with bigotry. Ve are accused of
being uncharitable and prejudiced in our
statements respecting the beliefs of others.

In this article, as I wish to reply to the
charge of bigotry preferrod against us by
professing Christians only, the truth of somo
declarations bere made, or to be implied
(snch as the Divinity of Christ and the
inspiration of the scriptures) will be regarded
as assented to by ail parties. Although
bigotry is quite a simple word, yet as those
who charge us with fostering it evidently
often mis-use the term, a defonce from what
they imply theroby, and an inquiry into its
neaning becomes uecessary in replying te
them.

Wo would infer from the arraignmont of
our accusers that they consider those persons
bigoted who are unflinching in their adher-
ence te, and firm in thoir advocacy of, that
which they believe to be truc. This alone is
net bigotry, however. Noither does bigotry

arise wlen in advocating that which we
bolieve to b right we donounce that which
is opposed te it as wrong. The expression
of our belief respecting th latter is but the
natural consequence of the avowal of the
former. If indeed steadfastness in proclaim-
iug that which we believe to be truc is
bigotry, thon bgotry is a virtue; for a
sincere person, when convicted of the truth,
must seek te spread it, at least if it be a
mratter of importance. To my mind the
fact that a person shows such an indifference
toward the truth of a question as te demand
that no one should be disturbed in bis belef
respecting it, but that the convictions of ail
parties, howeeer they may disagrce, should
be considored equally boenficial, is very good
proof that lie or she bas no firm belief in the
matter. Yet it would seeu that this is the
position our opponents Lake, and one that
they wish te force upon others aise.

If might be profitable te onquire as te how
far these people carry their so-called liberality
into the affairs of this life. If we examine
tieir course in these matters, we will invari-
ably find then taking the same view as the
great majority, i. e., that ouly men of firm-
ness and conviction are wanted te fil] thesa
positions. Take public life, for instance.
Few people would contend tbat a man is
worthy of confidence wbo advocates as equally
beneficial the conflicting poliies of ail parties
and that it makes but slightdifference which
of two irreconcible policies is. chosen. The
peopla require men of conviction in sncb
matters. A manof conviction miay be trusted
eveu though at times ho is wrong ; while no
con fidence eau be placed in a man who wavers
between different courses. And this may be
said te be truc with referonce te man's rela-
tion to every other departnent of life or
branch of knowledge. So that the man who
strongly contends for that wbich ho believes
te be a benefit te mankind, instead of being
looked upon as a bigot is gonerally highly
esteemed for his manly course, even although
the majority is against him.

If this stand is taken with reference to
temporal affairs why should a less certain
position be accepted te govern matters of
eternal interesti? It certainly cannot be
becauso the former is of greater importance
than the latter; and that therefore we should
be more exact in the first case than the
second. Neither eau it be because we cannot
arrive at as certain conclusions in matters
pertaining te the eternal as te temporal
affairs; and for that reason more latitude
should be allowed to the opinions of mon in
the former case than the latter. We can
bave greater assurance as to the correct
course to b pursued itu matters spiritual than
in niatters material. Just as the one is above
the other, so aise the way of the one is more
clear thau the way of the other. We are
assured in God's Word that we can know of
the doctrine. To deny that we eau arrive at
infallhble rules to guide us te eternal welfare
would b te contradict many of the plain
promises of God's Word, and therefore te
reject the inspiration of the Scriptures.

An honest expression of opinion on the
affairs of this life lias proved beneficial. If
this is the case in matters in which we eau-
net expect to arrive at a perfect ideal, how
much more beneficial should it prove in cases
where a perfect ideal can be found. IL may
be said that error is spread by permitting a
freo discussion. While this may b true, yet
tie gain through an honest expression of the


