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AN INTERNATIONAL SI'RIKE,

The representative miners of Great
Britain are now sitting in convention, and,
according to the Agenda, among the
most important questions to be discussed
are those affecting the hours of labor and
the proposal to organize an international
strike, in the event of an eight hour
arrangement not being arrivedat, This is
really a most important consideration.
The idea of paralyzing not.only the entire
colliery interest of the world but of almost
every other interest—social and industrial
~is a stupendous one and would involve a
conflict such as has never previously been
broached. Without steam, industrial
operations must be suspended, aud with-
out coal there cannot possibly be any
steam. The suggestion is alinost too im.
mense a one to be seriously contemplated;
hut, its mere announcement demonstrates
the grim carnestness of the men who toil
underground.

A RICII INHERI

West Kootenay is rapidly forging ahead
in mining development, and competent

ANCE,

authorities do not hesitate to give it as|p

their opinion that this now famous district
is destined to become the richest mineral
region on the American continent.,

From the international bouudary, in a
northwesterly direction, a great mineral
belt extends for hundreds of iniles, from
tive to ten miles widz, on the western
slope of the Western Sclkirk range.

In this great belt ure the Goat River,
Toad Mountain, Blue Bell, 1lot Springs,
Kaslo, Slocan, Lardeau, Trout Lake, IMish
Creck and Illecillewaet mining camps.
(‘ansiderable capital is being invested in
many of these camps, and the large ore
bodies Leing developed is something fabu.
lous. A rough cstimate gives the number
of people located in the district at about.
3,000, and the indications now are that
before the end of the year, the number will
have been increcased to at least 15,000
‘This prophecy issupported by reason. ‘The
reeent discoveries of rich, extengive and
uunerous leads in the Siocan couutry has
1xcited the interest of miners in all direc-
tions across the border, and, such being the
case, it will not be surprising to hear before
many months clapse, that amineral stam
pede rivalling the old time placer excite
ments of the °69'y, is being made for the
Kootenay.

An S0-ton smelter will be ready for
operation in the Kootenay region by the
middle of July. The opening of this new
industry will infusc new life into mining
devclopment, and will afford a ready
market for ore products. One great draw.
tiack has been lack of reasonable rates and
rail commmunication with the outside werld.
In fact, on this account the mining indus.
.ry has been handicapped. This, for eight
awunths of the year during open navigation,
«as, 1o & large measure, been overcome by
ihe construction of & 25-mile railway con-
necting the navigable waters of Kootenay
Lake with those of the Columbia River.
Rut, the other four months, the Kootenay
t.ake miving camps arc practically cut off

-ym communication with outside points,
‘he only mecans available for the
iravelling public or mails being on the

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

ARTICLES. QUAN. VALUE. DUTY.
Spirits,
Ofnll kinds, guls. G811 10618 11,533 74
\\/lnc other than
S .\rklin ls... 2,819 1,010 2,377 88
Winesprklingdoz 2006 1,726 87 N
Sugﬂrnbow\olilbs 4,365 1,631 355 S
Notab'voNo 111bs
Sugar, syrups, cane
{mw ete, 1bs.....
folnsses. . ..., oo
Tea, from U, S, 163, 624 %i W0
‘Tobaceo and d s, 30204 1, sl:! 1,978 43
Wood and m'n'lsof. 131 1&7 5
Woollen m'n'fs..... . 4,206 1,474 12
Al other dutiable
articles..... cesesan 3656 9145 02
Total dutiable goods 208,295 $73.603 27
Free goods,all other 102,437

Grand total..... £310,732 373,608 27
EXPORTS

From the port of Victoria, for the month

of December, 1591—the produce of Canada ¢

TUE MINE. QUANTITY. VALUE.,
Coil.ivivrer coviniinieniiinne 1,161 5,805
Gold bicaring quartz,clc..... 19,004

THE FISHERIES.

Fish of alldescriptions...... 59,314
Furs or skins of creatures

living in the water........ 6,210
ANIMALS AND THEIR PRODUCK.
Furz, dressed and undressed  ° 5.‘;368
Hides, skins, pelts, horns, cte { &g
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS,
Fruits, greeheeeees cesenees 39
Flour of wheat and rye, bis 3id 1,604
Otherarticles. ......... 695
Indian nnd otier teal, bls 100 45

MANUPACTURES.
Books.. . 55
SPIrItS. e oveiaee L iaeess ggals 857 1,382
A ood m'fs of all kindx, 150
Miscellancous Avticlex.,.. 584

Grand tolale.eeoevviie e cacnenneas .8 108,874

Goods, not the preduct of Canada, for
the month of December, 1591 :

QUANTITY., VALUE
Aninalsandtheirproduce—
) 102 T veonen 1 c 2
Manufactures—
Manufacturcs of leather.. 184
Liquors ceee. . ogAIR 2 17
Sewing machines. ......... 2 it
Wood—m'fs of all kinds. . 999
Othcr articles..... 6,939
MMiscellancous arvtic G
Coin and gold..... 5,256
Grand totaleeeciiiiaiany vaee veeee$ 13,676
Total exports of sl kinds...cevevee.. 8122550

IMLORTS,

The following is & summary of the yuans
tity, salue and duty on iwmports at the
port of Victorin for the month of
December, 1891 :

ARTICLES, QUAN. VALUE. DUTY,
J‘}ch}s = $ 16 8 348
Agricultural imyd

';ncm . 161 65 8%
Ale,beer & port ruls 13,00 L7 2,486 18
Aalmals ... 508 1,437 20
Books, pamph n.(.lv 2,183 471 67
Brass & manu's of.. 82 210 40
Breadastutly, ete, viz

Grain, of allkinds

bubll 1,698 1034 164 30

Flour, brls...... 3 4,563 BT

Menl, @ 32 s lb.i &

Ttice nnd al olhcx‘

breadstutls .. 21,285 4,809 78
Candles, 1bs. 5,99 533 134 45
Chicory, Ibs 2,210 86 9 60
Coal and coke, tons. 851610 560 13215
Coffee, from U.S.1bs 3,208 051 55 &
Copper and m'fz of. 104 &3 00
CordugenllRinds... - 118 95 17
Cotton, manufrs of 3,873 1.161 03
l)ru;ismuiuu.dicinw 3,531 4478 %
Earthen, stono and

Chinaware . 1,020 310 30
Faney goods , 919 45
Fish.... 2,411 562 17
Fruit, ¢ 5 L2u9 12

(,g(.cn . 5,585 1,068 54

urs.. 141 36 00
Glass, glassware 2,548 856 W
Gunp'der, exp sub'’s 1,374 477 75
Hats, caps. bonnets. o3 281 40
llopn. ibs... 5 18
Ironandsteclinfsaf 22369 6,378 91
Jewe:  andwatches

andasofgoldand

SHVCP eeenanncanes i 125 9
Tcad and mann'fzof 15 4%
Ieatherand m’fs of. 3,201 8§35 15
Marble and stone !

and manuf’s of... 176 1960
Malt, bush.oeoesae oo 280 2w
Mectals, compo 1

and myof.. w9 230 13
Musical instniim‘nts 1,350 170 &
0ils, coal and kero B

Sene, gl e cieciees 16,600 3,715 1,195 20

All other, s ... 2,588 1,189 0T 8
Paints and _colors, 97 205
Paperandm'fsof .. 2,308 SU6 91
Perfumitry.ceeeeeen 117 3510
Provisions,

Bacon hams, ete.. W57 1,082 08
Salt, not from Great.

Britain or Britlsh

posseesions, or for

dsheries, b 119.216 519 8§15
Sceds.. 30 36 65
Silk, manuf’ 3.830 LUT 10
So:xpornll kinds.... 352 107
Spices of all Kinds.. plid 2895
Starch, lbs.e.... o 2820 69 56 98
hurricane deck of a cayoose for eighty ora
hundred miles. It is hoped, however, that
cre long this important region will have
all rail communication, and when this

desirable end has been reached, this
province will have cntered on an era of
prosperity unparalleled in its history and;
which will place it foren.ost among the
vichest and wealthiest provinces of our
great Dominion.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tur Canadian Paciflc Raflway's gross
traflic earnungs for last year were about
$20,200,000, and the net carnings about
$5,000,000.

IN company with Captain Lewis and
Captain Gaudin, whom the Dominio.
Goverament have appointed to inquire
into the circumstances of the wreck of the
steamship San Pedro, the Board of Trads
has appointed Mr. Robert Ward to act as

As was also the case in 1890, there was
not a single bank failure in Canada in the
year 1891, our tinancial institutions having
prospered without that condition being
marred bty losscs of any great extent,
while, on the other hand, there were no
special occurrences out of which thuse in-
stitutions madc great profits. There has
been no stringency in money. Itisto be
noted that $20,000,000 have been added to
the deposit account, some of which was
due to transfers from the Govcrnment
Savings Banks.

New Westminster flshermen are circ-
lating a petition, which will be presented
to the Dominion Government, asking for
frec fishing on the Fraser, snd no limit to
the number of licenses.

The gold commissioner has refused per
mission to the alleged discoverers and lo
cators of quartz bearing rock at the north.
cast end of Victoria to work those claim
and lcgal procecdings arc to be taken to

theirrepresentative,

compel the issuance of that permission.



