
,riil- LADDEIL OF î.ME.

'iat laad overfloived it8i nargin,
Wsa dam nuade hy the beaver.;,

WVhere knee dlee> the treces were stading,
W here the water fiues floaited,
W'herc the rushes waved anîd wusec

The naine of thc beiver's sngacity and skill is world-wide, :and
xniany more pretentious architerts rnighit takec valuable lessous,
froin its lodges and damns. The former are buit on the banks oi
the streanms, facing a dleep part of the water. Near the lodge thie
dami is biiiit to, arrest the floating wood. TPie workmians iip of botht
dain and lodge is massterly, each forming a structure SO compact
that it is not easy eveuu for man to destro it. The animal works
by night, cutting throughi small trees withl its strong incisors, Peel-
ing otf the bark, an<l laying it up for wiiuter food, wvhule it uses tile
sticks iii the construction of the framnework. This is thoin plastered
over with mud, in wvliiel operation the animal is supposed to use
its tail, which, indeed, is iveli suited for the purpose. Certaina
"loafers" Luîîonc them, wvho refuse to hcelp in thiese labours, are

driven away from the rest, or are punishced aud treated as vagrants,
and %without "lvisible nicans of support.', )3avcrs are caulght in
traps baited wvith the castoreum. Not inucli of their flesli is rock-
oned good eating ; even the vaunted tait requires soinevhat, of ian
Esquimaux appetite for the unettuous. A good trappor lias oflen
cauglit five hiundred beavers in a year. Sixty or seventy skins art
required to inake a pack which, will weigli one hntndrcd pounds;
and this is worth about three hutndred dollars.

TuF. LADDeR 0F FA-ME.-Some swarmu up this laddcr as boys tnp
a pole, hauid over hand, a good grrip Nvith the knees, a confident
saucy, upwvard look. Others stop in nwdio, look round, sigb, or
are satisfied, and gravely descend to refreslî theuiselves wvith brcad
and cheese for life. Somne staggaer up, %wildly, and tuinbling off, are
borne, mutilated, to the hospital accident-ward to, die. Others there
are who indeed obtain the ladder's summnit, but are d~oomed to
crawl perpetually up and down the degreos. These are the ifor-
tunates who carry bods to the master brickhnayers who have bourni-
ed up the laddcr withi airy strides, or better stili, havC beeit 1orn ai
Mhe top of the ladder. iPoor hoduion ! thev make dictionaries, draw
acta of parliament, crani theo boy-senator for his niaiden-speechi,
form Phiidias' rougli day-sketch into a shapoly, polishied marble-
bust, shade withi Indian ink Archimedes' rough drauglit for tlic
new pumip or the tubular bridge, and fill in Sir Joshua's back-
grounds. Some there, are who go to sleep rit the laddcr's foot, anid
some, the few, the felicitous, Who reaci tino suminit, breathiess but
trinniphant, boldly bidding Fame blow ber loudcst blast. Forth-
with the vouai quen mnakies the clarion to totind, and ail] tc worll1
is aiiazcl.- Cornh iiil Iqail


