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THE PREMIUM PHOTOGRAFPH.

Vo have not yot exhausted the stock of
photographs on haud; and shall continue
sunding them out iu the order in which
we receivo subscriptions until further
potice. Ifour readers will kindly make
mention of this fact, it will be gorviceabl e
to us, and help the ocirculation of the

paper.

ASSEMBLY'S FOREIGN MISSION,

As it has been thought desirable that
the Rev. J. I. Campbell should have a
foll opportunity of interconrse with Koox
College students before the cloge of the
Seesion, some of the appointmente pre-
viously published as given to that gentle-
man, are cancelled in the meantime.
After holding » meeting in Port Hope on
the 28th of March, he will proceed to
fPoronto. Other arrangements will bo
notified in due time.

KNOX COLLEGE STUDENTS' MIS-
SIONARY SOCIETLY.

The last menthly meeting of this society
for the present session was held in the
College on Wednesday evening, 8th Mareh.
There was a large attendance, and the
interest of the meeling was greatly en-
hanced by the presence of the Professors.
Mission fields were selected and Mission-
aries appointed to them as follows:—
Waubashene and Port Severn Mr. McCul-
loch ; North Hastings, Mr. James Rors;
Manitoulisn Island, Mr. H. Mackay to
the North Side, and Mr. A. Baird to the
South ; Rosseau, ote., {(Muskoka), Mr. J.
Yohnston, MeMurrich, ete, uskcka,
Mr. Goo. Muckay, Mersen, (Co. Eseex),
Mr, F. Ba'lentyne, M.A.

A long and inleresting letter was vead
from Tev. H. McKecliar, Princo Albert
Mission, Saskatchawan, which earzestly
pressed upon the Church tho necessty o!
sending inore missionaries to the great
North-west. Lotters of fraternal groo
ing were alsoread from the Missionuiy
Sociotics of threo of the sister Colleges ol
the Church, viz:—the Presbyterian Ceul-

lege, Montreal; Quoen's Colloge, Kingston.

and the Theological Hall, Halifax. Thure

THE OONSTITUTION OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

As there 18 & remit of the Genoral Ae-
sembly npon this sutjost now before the
chureh, and the subject is vae of great im
portsnce on many aveonnts, wos gonimet
the tollowiog exirsol from an American
paptr ta the uulios and oui~ lmation of
our mymsters aud elders:

o The A.aeviean Preshytsnan Church
General Assewbly In Lecoms ton lars
1 necompunti it buxinos . The unwiclli-
ness of this immenss body hna given rise
to reveral propositions ia reference totha
reduotion of e size. As it now stands,
commuasioners aresent by the Pro shy reries,
aod a fuli Asowbly wou'd number be-
teeen flse homhied and sixty mombers,
Th- only wuy that seems fearible to re-
duce tho numnber 18 to change tha busis of
yepresentation and send  commissionora
trom Synods tnatead of from Presbyteries.
It1n now proposed to send from each
Synod one mimster and one elder for overy
thirty-five  bundred  churoh  member
[uere aio many thinea to be said io favor
of the chiange, which would reduce the
budy to about two hundred and eighteen
membera.  As tlangs now stand oacls As-
aeubly ocosts £6,000, which oxpenre cuwnld
bs materiaily reduced 1f o lees number of
¢ mumissioners had to travel. Now it is
inpossible to attend earefully to judieial
easesy aud o large proportion of the mern-
bers of the Arsembly have no opporiunity
of engaging i the debates.  The prineipal
oljecdon urged agaist the  proposed
change is that it is considerad by romo to
be o violation of the fundamental priu-
ciples of Prosbyterian order, namely, the
1eprosentation of the Presbyteries.”

Yrom the circumstances of tho union
which has lately been happily consunrmat-
ed between the Presbyterians in this coun.
tiy, there will to any appoear strong rea-
gons why tho representation of the church
should bo upon a large basis, There is
groat fear that the magnitude of our church
now, both in numbers aad ares, may be
ovorlooked by ench separate Presbytery,
aud consequently that the Genoral As.
sombly may bo formed upon a basis of re-
progentation that will thake it unwieldly,
While it is desirable that it should include
so many ministers and elders as will give

its decisions weight in theo church, its
oharacter of adeliberalive body should not
be forgotten. 'While numbers may in one
sense tend to secure the fullest consider-
ation of any subjret from every point of
view, and so secure that the decisions ar-
rived at shall be the best poesible, it can-
not on the other hand be doubted, that
large numbers are unfavenrable to the
despatoh of business, and add greatly to
the expense necessarily counected with
every meeting of the General Assembly.
The rapid advance of our church in num-
bers in the past, and what we trust will be
its more rapid advance in the future, shouid
not be forgotten in arranging the basis of
representation. The proportion which
would at presont seem to constituto a com-
paratively small Assembly, will, in a few
years, should our body make such progress
as we have every reason to anticipate .t
will, form & largo deliberative and judicial
body. It will be found much easier to
avoid the evil we should hope, than to
correct it after a mistake has been made,
There is a peculiarity also in the character
of tho Acssembly as the highest court of
the church, favourable to the limitation of
its numbers, consistently with its decisions
reflecting the opinion of the whele chureh,
and consequently having weight, it is that
between it and the individual members
thero is a gradation of courts to which all

first referred for their discassion and de-
cision. These are tho session, Presbytery,

deliberative bodier. Another important
aspect in which it differs from theco Intter
and ealso favourable to limitation, is its
being an anvually elective Lody.
thouzlt very important questious may be

originated 1n and disposed of by the same
| Assembly, yet all questions ofs greatost

moment to the church are usually before
it for a considerably longer time, so that
the Assembly being annually elective, can
always be made to represont the prepond.
orating opinion in the church.

The quosﬁon of expense algo is by no
means unimportant. The wide extent of

1
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Tetters broathed a spitt of brotherly love, y our church now, will forco upon our con-

.
e difforent Colloges 1uto closer .eym-

et Professora gave shiort and appropri-
afo addrerses calling special atlention to
the claims of the Foreign Mission Field.

At thoe close of the meeting a short time
was spent in Jovotional exerciaes.

AN exchange says:=—*Rov. Geo. M.
Grant leotured recently m favour of the
soparate school sysiem, and said that the
granting of such schools on ths sawmo
terms &8 in Ontario in the Maritime Prc-
vinoes would be u wise pohcy. The Pres-
byterisn body in Nova Scotia being very
gonerally detormnined opponents of sec-
taruan achools, Mr. Grant’s remarks have
surprised many.

AR

Tux sales of cl.urch landa in Ilaly, the
Iaat eight years, huve reached the sum of
498,798,239 live, or nearly $100,001,000.

nd wili do nota hittie to bring the studeuts gideration somo other means of meeting

, tuo expenses of motbers to and from the
| plaes of meeting than that which al pre-
. aent prevails. Wo do not suppose that
any minister or intelligent offico-bearer of
, our chureh would say that, it is of no con-
| sequence to the well-boing of the whole
church, whether the humblest of her min-
isters should ever boe a momber of the
General Agsembly or not, whether or no
the weakest and most distant congregalion
is ever repre onted in the Assembly by its
own nlinister or not. Our constitution is
based npon the opposite supposition, and
very wirely we think. If this is the
theoty of our systew, that as a rule every
minister may some time expect to be a
member of Assembly, and every church
may ecme {ime expect 1o be ropresented
thers by its own minister, it is obviously
not a sound principle that a poor congre-
gation, say in Manitebs, for instauce,
should be expectedl to pay its minister's

|
!
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sxponges, or that he ahould bear theom
bimaelf to and from one of the vilios in
Outario or Quaubeo, or one of the Lower
Provinees, while soms of our wenlthiosi
chureass may have uo expen o at ail of
that kind to bear, Thers i8 liere one
obvious and ipjarions inequuhity whicl:
hua &lrardy beon often and severely foli,
and whioh, nnder onr altered owvnm
stupces, will have to beienewed. Fffi
arney and expense botb, therefore, vali
to1 the mest eareful consileration of this
nitbjeet, 8o that it may bs sottlod 1 such &
wey ihat it will not need, a<in the Ameri-
can Prosbytorian Chuieh, to by readju.ted
in tho course of & very fuw yeurs.

PREIBYTERIANISM AND ITS
NATIONAL TYPES.

It is almost needless to say that onc
and the same instiintion will assume
disferent forms according to the national
ity in which it is found.  University edu
eation has it marked ilickynoracies in
Scotland, England, and Amerien.  Bene-
volent institutions aro more or logs necord-
ing to the bent of the people. Itiswo
with churches,  The Episcopal Chureh is
vory different in Scotland from what 1t 1«
wm England. Methodism m Epglaod
has ocharacteristics which are wantingin
the Methodism of America.  Tho Baptist
Clinrch of the old world is unlike the
Baptist Chureh of the New in many ro-
spects,  Aud so tho types of Presbytenan-
ism in Scotland, Bagland, Canada, and
the United States ave found to vary con-
sidorably amongst thomseives, To illus-
trate this poind lot us look at the Presby-
tertan Churches in the Siates and in ous
own land, While they “aro the same as
to their essentinl priuciples, there nre
important points of non-agreement whick
1t will be instructive for us to consider.

It is not too mmch to eay thut the con.
grogational eloment enters largely into the
Prosbytorianism of our neighbors. While
it would be unfair to assert that Presby-
tories in the United States exorcice no
control over congregations, it is true that
congregations are left very much to man-
ago themselves. Thore is, for example,
practically no moderation of & call. The
congregation moet when called, even only
once from the pulpil, They may or may
not invito a mombor of Presbytery to
preside at the election of a pastor. Com-
missionera from the congregation appear
before Presbytery with the eall, and the
ordination or installation may take place
on that very day. 1In poiatof facf, it
gonorally takes place on the Loxd's dey,
immediately following, and that without
asking for objections, if there be any, to be
lodged. A congregation can mortgage its
Church proporty without even counsulting
with tho Presbytery. In New York alone
during the last fow years a number of
churchos have been sold to other parties by
the congrogations, aud the Presbytery
wote not even informed of the fact—until
it was too late to give a helping hand.
Again, o congregation may eoll out and
build elsewhere ; they may erect mission
chapels which are nevor intended to be
gelf-supporting ; thoy may put these up
side by side with organised churches;
without reference to tho Presbytery. Bui
moro than this, & meeting of session may
be Leld without n minister as moderator,
Muny cases could be adduced of session-

jmportant questions aro almost invariably | work being dune by  single ruling elder

during vacancies of geveral years, Again,
all ruinisters without charge are mewmbers

and synod. In this respect it differs from of Prosbytery. Itis frequently scen that
the highest political representative and there aro more bona, or perhaps wo should

say, mala jidc, members of a Presbytery
who aro engaged in merchaudise thau
thero are regular pastors. Tho Presbytery

Al- | of New York has upwards of one hundred

ate} diivy miaistors on the roll, and of theso
thiere are not forty ministers in actual
charge. Allowing for professors, editors,
secrelaries, who are porhaps entitled to
sit as members, there are still upwards of
a hundred ministers ia the Preabytery
named who ara book agents, or Wall

troot brokers, or otherwise engaged in
trado. Tho Prosbytery in the United
States is thus n heterogoneous body.
This of ccurse affects the composition of a
Synod, as all these ministers, with charge
or without, constitute its membership. It
follows also that the General Assembly
may be in part composed of men who are
not doing pastoral work in the most ro-
mote senee of the times. In many other
ways, marked differences from the Pres-
byterianism of Canads crep out. A con-
gregation can adopt any hymn-book they
ploase; they can elect elders without
presbyterial supervision; they can ap-
powt elders to serve for life or for a limit-
ed period.

It is sufficient to say that in regard to
all those points aud many more wo could
name, the Presbyterianism of Canada is
in marked contrast. The Presbylery has
a felt presence aud power. Every con-
grogation knows thereis a court above
them, that ean look into their affiairs,
that oan advie them of its own ac-
«cord, and thad in between them
and the di ges they may in-

; of Presbyterianism in England. Iitherto

troduee. The effaot npon the raanagoment
of property for insiance will be at onos
xeen and approciated. tuoh a thing as
a ohurch builliug being heavnily mortgaged
or &old {0 Romen Catholica of Rny other
party, withoat cousent of the Presbytery
coald xot veom iu the Presby tevian Chareh
of Canada.  Thnt would be rbnormal snil
vut of the queruon,  Hunes, what has so
frequently taken placo in New York could
net happeu in Little York, or ae it in Letter
knowa, in Toronto. Ia this city such &
thing 48 a ehitich proporty beint Jost with-
out cousent of Pro-bytory g patiraly no-
Liwwn,  Special leave Las {o bo obtained
even for mortgaging the property.  That
tlus conecrvos Prosbyterian interests ia
obvious at a glanco,  The mission chapel
§ tem #5 happily usknown on thia afda of
the Ime, 'The Preshyterian Church follows
the analogy of nature in building np her
congregations, They commencs with &
Sunday School. I'resching is thoen added.
When sufliciont m-mbers are found they
ovo organized.  This nucleus is ongpfully
fxtored, It is watehad during its infant-
tilo yenvs, By monne of the Homo Mis-
sion the missionary bocomes a pastor. Tn
a fow yenrs tho congrogation ia worked
up to the solf-sustaining point. Then it
onn do for iteolf, DBat the ohapel system is
Qifferent. “Onee n chapel, ayo o ohapol”is
the motto in many » United Statcs Pros-
bytery. Thorois thue growing up 8 kind
of semi-cpiscapacy. A largoand weslthy
cougregation hag its two, or five, or ten
Mission Chapels whioh aro intonded to
rovolve a3 satollites for ever around tho
paront Church, In Canada again none
bat a bona jide ministor is a presbyter.
Professors of Divinity, aud Secoretaries of
Boards aro, we presume, without excep-
tion, entitled to sit as membors of the
Church Courts, and very properly so.
But that Tom, Dick, snd Harry, the
one of whom has bowght a farm, or
the other is a speculator, or the
third » has oarried a vich  wife,
and therefore eannob preach, should be on
cquality with the ministers of churches
who aro bearing the heat and burden of
tho day, is clearly uonsense in the Presby-
torian senge, and the Canada Presbytorian
Church is happily free of the anomaly.

There is a deoper reason for these foa-
tures of Presbyterianism in the United
States than necessity. They ate in keeping
with the people, with their whele tone and
mauner, It is in harmony with the go-a.
hend quality that enters into their every
day life. A Presbytery in the States
would not spend days in the discussion of
some nice point of law or preco-
dent. They go like an arrow to the target.
They are quick, active, energetio, and ;im-
pationt of form. They do not set so much
store by & clergyman in harness as we do,
and are quick to dispose of him should
he not be coming up to the mark, or mak-
ing the funds come in! At thosame time,
it is evident that our Amoerican cousins are
becoming more alive to the valus of the
essontial principles of Presbyterianismes
and we would not be surpriged to see the
day when many of these evils will dis-
appear. While we areled to the above
vemarks in order to show tho superior
character of Prosbytorianism on this side,
and to make our own people love thoir
Zion all the more, we are second to
none in our admiration of the American
Prosbyterian churches, both North and
Soutli, in our appreciation of their many
great measures and distinguished men,
and in our gratitude to God for tho in-
valuable work they havo been onabled to
accomplish both at home and abrosd. Tt
is rather with the view of helping forward
the day when the Presbyterian Churches
throughout the world will become as they
aro homogoneous—more like onclt other
as to their external forms, that wo write
theso words. ‘Then womay look for a true
confederation of tho various national
Prosbyterian bodies.

Preshyterian Union in England.
Wo Lave had oceasion to notico from
time to time in oar columns the progress

it has been represented chiefly by the
English  Presbyterian  Church, and
Churches in connection with the United
Drosbyterian Church in Secotland. Io

& considerable time nogotiations have boen
going on to bring abouta union of these two
bodies. They have at least boon so succes-
fol ag to point to a speedy and harmonious
union. The Union Committee of the two
Churches hiave held their last meeting, and
it now only romains for the Synods of the
rospectivo bodios to pronouuce upon the
torms finaily agreed fo, and union will be
consummated. But as the articlessf union
have already in substanco been accepled
by $he highest courts, no obstacle is antiei-
pated, and if these expoctations ars realiz.
od union will take place in Liverpool on
the 25th of Maynext, The following ab.
stract of an atticle upon *“The Coming
Union” from the Weskiy Revicw, the
crgan of English Presbyterianiem, will,
\re are aure, be accepiable and interesting
to our readers,

Wt

This union s likely to bo frnitful of
happy consequencos for the Churols, and
oven for the Kingdom. The spectacle of
Presbytorlan Churohies in the sama place
having o ounnedtion or contonding as
rivals, yot holding'tLo’same daotrine, polisy
nud worship, hins always been puzzling to
Ln;lshmen and diffieult t3 justify. That
will bo rewoved by unisn, and many others
with mora seriously injurfous practioal re-
snlts, similar to thors with whioh wo havs
been toa wsll acquaioled in Cenada.
Clief among these is the wasta of moen
and money inseporable from keeping np
two sots of machinery to do the work
which oan Lotter Lo slone by «uly one.
Yhen this union is cifeoted, if all come in-
to it, the new Presbyterian Churchof Eng-
land will namber two handred wnd fifty-
eight congregations,

As hes been said, 8 large numbex of the
negotinting Churches belong to the United
Presbytorian Churoh of Seotland, and one
of the ehief diffienltios in the way of union
has been the warm attachment of these
Churclies and their ministera to the pavent
Churoly, and their natural reluctance to
saver the'r connertion withit, To advance
this union that Churoh has agreed to give
up over one hundred congregations, an net
which speaks volumes for the urgent neces-
pity which Qdiotates it, and for the noble
and disinterestd spirit of tho United
Prosbyterinn Church which has onabled
her to yivld so much fo advance the
general interest of Christ's ocauso as
identifiod with Presbyterisnism in Eng-
land.

The peculiar oharactor of the relations
of the negotiating Churches has led to the
introduction into the the terms of union
of somo slrange and unique conditions.
_Those affect first of oll the Chureh that
is to bo the Englsh Presbyterian Church
and the United Presbytorian Church of
Scotland. Closger relations, indeed, are pro.
posed than at present obtain between
any two Presbyterian Churches in Britain,
They are not only to suffer eaoh other's
ministers or preachers to receive calls—as
is already done with the Free Church of
Scotland, for example; they are to sub-
stitute for the formal * deputation which
at pregent alliod Churohes send to make a
speech at one another's Supremo Courts,
& more sabsiantial representation, entitled
to take part, without a vote, in the deliber-
ations of the sister body. They undertake
to endeavour by-and-by to co.operate more
than is ot present possible in missionary
movements. And, finally, as if to provide
against possible occasions of alienation be-
tween such friendly bodies, and sceure for
each of them the moral support of the
other in all weighty emergencies, it is
arranged that the two Synods, when they
sece cause, shall confer togother on ques-
tions of common concern through an
advising council of thirty-five from ench
side. These latter provisions are novel
exporiments in the way of Church alliance.
It is possible they may need modification
by oxperience, but they point in & direc-
tion in which Presbyterians will probably
be fonnd moving more and moxo as years
pass. That the promoters of this move-
ment do not mean to keep such close terms
to themselves, but roally contemplate a
wider leaguo for more mutual support, is
evident from one clause ia the articles,
which actually invites the Froe Church of
Scotland Yo enter on a ‘¢ similar relation-
ship.” Perhaps the invitation may be
oxtonded still further some day. A feder-
ation of all Presbyterian Churches in the
Unpited Kingdom on some sach footing of
counscl and sympathy as has here been
skotched would falfil the dJdream of
many, even if it should surpass tho antiei-
pations of all.

‘Phis will be applying on a smaller scalo
s~mo of those principles upon which the
gront alliance of all the In"nbyterian
bodies is based. The oxpsrinfent io be
mxde of its practical working is novel, and
will bewatched with intevest. If it can
be wrought enccossfully, may it not lead to
& clogor interast and union between the
groat body of Prosbyterinus in this country
and in the Unitod States 2

We givo entire the concluding sentenees
of the article from which these notes are
taken.

aPhat fature Church in tho South
will be hieir to the past instory of orthodox
English Preshytorianism. Ii will gather
to itself all tho strength of imported Dres-
byterianism from Irelaud and Scotland,
which is at prosent dissipated through
disunion. 1t will carry on unbroken the
noble work to which the Presbytorian
Church in England has given itself. It
will maintain the most fraternal ties with
that larger and not less lirosperous eom-
munion from which it will bave drawn so
important a contribution to its total
strongth. 1t will bulk bigger before Eug-
lish eyes, and will, we trust, commend
itself to the respect of all English Gbrie-
tians by doing well and faithfally its
sacred work, avd livieg on kindly terms
with a1l its neighbours, The auspicions

accomplishment of a.chmse eo long de-
sired and laboured sfter deserves to be
signalised by a_ special outburat of Chris-
tian bounty and thankfulness on the part
of the Churches interssted, and will, it is
to be hoped, impart fresk impetus to their
efforts both r consolidation on the

ground already gained, and after furiber




