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Opinions of Several Booksellers Expressed—A Successful Year’s Trade—Bright Prospects for 1904.

N the hook and statwnery business, the year, whicll
has gust elused, nas heen one of unqualified success,
Reparts Hom all parts of Canada vepeat the same
story of inercased sales and general  satisfaction
with netins, The Christmns teade was consider-

ably 1 exeess of previoas yemrs, while the business trom
yenreend ta yearsend mainiained itselt at a satistactory
Jevel. .
D arder to supply readers of ©* Bookseller and Station-
er 27 with the exact condition of the trade. information
has been songht rom leading retailers all over Canada, A
lateze number of letters were received in reply. from which
the following extraets ave enlled:

C. H. Ruggles & Co., Halifax.

Sa far as we ean understand the book and stationery
husttess in this eity for the past year has been exception-
ally moad, Ax vegards omxelves it has been ahead con-
siderably of any previous yemr in the history of our busi-
ness. e any grtevances so farv as we are coneerned every-
thing is fairly satistactory exeept that perhaps we night
aention when soods are ardered From Montreal and To-
ronto they so often ke such a vidiewdously long time in
weaching thetr destination, no doubt  as a vesult of long
delay in ~himoent.

J. & J. Sutherland, Brantford.

We are pleased 1o say the book and stationery busi-
wess for the year just ended has been most satistactory.
bewng with us by £ the best year’s business sinee our
house was estabhished, over 30 yvears ago. It has been an
exceptionally  gomd  jear Tar books, the  people huying
eazetly and wanting the better editions,

Robert Duncan & Co., Hamilton.

We Juve o entielsm to make of the book and station-
ery trade of Jast years Trade to s in all departments
bas beew very satisfactory  andeed, and we have no griev.
anees unless At be that eur competitors are disgustingly
active Tl condition of affabs we do uot think ean be
mupeved by kieking,

Charles L. Nelles, Guelph.

The haok and staticners teade For Decetber and the
past year has heen ver)d <atisfactary and prasperous. as
tar as b ean gudze, e s section of Ontarie,  In my owan
husess the solme of tradie o st wonth seemed sreater
than ever, bt the sales G dly aesched the same month in
902, althenzl the whole year s Loger than 1 have ever
had the pleasmie ol doing e my B3 veas’ experienee. )
ok as Jar as Decercher 1 concerned  that the inoe
valnable zosds were very slow o meving, It the medium
amd Jawer priced artielss were wore saleable than ever,
My book busitess was a0 great surprise o ome as 1 had
heaszht o hine hine ot standard sets i good adings, which
were very suecesstul o Near age, ot this season seemed
tes be iz v the ket as we carvied almost the com-
plete hne overs only twe sets having been sold by Christ.
mas .
Calendars and cards had as 2veat o sale as ever and the
anpials were even bette s than wsaal, for which we are

very thanktul, 1 had o nice range of private postal cards
with Guelph views madde up in November, comprising 12
in the series. The sale of these reached nearly 3000 for
the Decomber month and were consideved just the thing
to send to friends abroad. The new up-toadate hooks were
alsa very satisfactory aud, as we carry a heavy stock of
these for the holiday season, we did an excellent business
with them.

Taking our whole burmess together, trade was very
satisFactory amd we do not earry over any perishable stock
of any deseription, while the outlook toe 1904 is very en-
comaging,  The Book Lovers® Library have had to elose
their braneh here after one yeur's frial. They were only
able to procure about 40 subseribers  and  consequently
must have had quite a loss during their short life. While
ani this subjeet, 1 would like to say that with the present
postal rates it is impossible  for the bookstores  in the
smaller towns to keep wp-to-date with the new hooks as
published, as they canuot purchase a suflicient number of
any ane of the new bhooks to come by express and the cost
by mail being from eight  to ten cents on one hook or
deuble that on two, which iz abont as many as ave requir-
ed of eight out of ten of the immense number published.
waking an extra cost of 20 per cent. to hooks that we pay
S0 and 53 cents for and are retailed in the departmental
stoves at Gie. | wonder 11 it is possible for the publishers
teo make an aveangement with the retailers to send five ot
the new books ax publishica and accept returns within 30
days of those unsold. They could then go by express at
acost of five or six cents and make gquite a diffevence in
the cost, alse enabling the vetailer o make a good display
in the window aud on the table, an item that always helps
the sale of a book.

Hattie Tweedie, Moncton, N.B.

Trade has been good with me during the past year: in
faet it has been the best year have ever bad. Thewe seems
to he more money and people are move willing to spend
it 1 tind an inereasing demand for a better elass of books
and Tor better statiopery. For Chivistmas teade 1 pat in
w goad stoek of expensive books and fine stationery and
found vo difliculty in dispesing of it 1 oget all the latest
uovels as soon as they are 1o be had and do a good business
in that line. Certainly o Cauadian houses are deserving
of great prase for the ine stationerd they turm out as also
ter the well and attractively bound - books.  Regarding

srievances T have none. My business relations with the -

trade in” Toronto and Montreal arve of' the most friendly
character. Twice a year i take a teip to your ¢ity iy ovder
to et new ideas wnd 1 always well vepaid,

Sinee starting in business 1 have taken the ** Bookseller
and Stationer "7l timd it a verey great help.

Thomas H. Manley, Sarnia.

The book and statiunery business around Sarnia varies
somewhat from that of niand tewns as our people visit
Port Huwon and Detmoit Qaily. Samia has had the good
fortune to enjoy somewnat of a bogm  during the past
year. both in the wav of hecoming quite a Summer vesovt
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